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The 4th Alabama Regi-
ment,

In Came Near Maxassas, July 81,

When the news of of the battle and vic-
tory at this place on the 21st inet, flashed
over the wires to ns in luntsville, deep
solicitudd for tha dafety of those denr to
all prompted a tiip to this place by many,
The trains were crowded all along, the de-
pols throngeds: the hotels overrun, and
comlort no longer possible, . Munassas
reached at lasl, protected by a passport
from Richmond, the camp of the glorious
At was found on the 28th after a five
mile tramp from the railroad. The Reg-
iment was in tha wond, saus ten's and
other essentials of camp life, and on  short
ralions, 'Three months of soklier lila had
wronght a change inthe appenrance of the
boys—bronzed by the sun, hardened by
discipline and sell relinut they scemed for
sarvice not foy show. And they had seen
gervice—in camp on the mareh, sleeping
on the ground, wading rivels, encounter
ing drenching rains, with half rations at
times, and at last they had the desiva of
their hearts gratilied:  They met the enc-
my, and bore the brunt of the fight, went
in iron, were baptized in fire aml c¢ame
out tempered steoll  To meet - the survi-
vars of such a regiment—to see those so
Familiar tons who hal endured so mneh,
hreasted such danger and won so higlh
renown, was a pleasure indeed!  They
wers Alabama's sons—sent “forth to Je-
fend homes and altars,  They had been
tried and had not Leen  found  wanting,
They hal been put in the front of danger
and met it undanuted.  They had been
plawed iu the van, amd nobly staid the Lile
of Lattle, linging it with their blood,
antil it was turned back in dimnay.  Ala
bama has just cause to ba prond of hy
g:ﬂlnnt ath, so =tlJ|JF aml (llll‘ihgl'}-‘ led l‘v_\'
Jol, 1. J. Jones, oue of her native sons.
Theslopes of "Munasans were made red
witl: their Lloo 12 |

A sight of the Lattle fishl, with its pen-
le swells, open  glades; narrow raviues,
clunips of woods, farm house &, is neces-
sary to-give onn a elear perception of the
alvuneed, exposard, and important posi-
tion assigned Le the Tth and 8th Georgia
4t Alabama, Maj, Wheats  battallion,
[Iampton's Legion, &e.  The enemy dis,
tractod-tha nttentions of the céntre —aml
right by u feint attack, while he, by treach-
ery crossed Bull Run and pourad his inass-
es on our left, by an adroit flank move-
meut, which if suceessiul, woundl have
rendered the batteries at Manassas useless.

The battle was: thus made by abont 8,000
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of out troops; resisting thi=  Hank move.
net. Fotr lours our troops were et
cuged attincket und cannene range  withs
the very choice regiments of (heir G
Army.  The front ofbatlle instend of | e
ing on the tinib line of our  defenses wige
on one of tho ends—the left. In plan.
ning the battle Gen, Scolt displayed lis
grait wilitary wenins and knowledge of

our positien.  Ha exesntion was Uhwarled

by the plnek and skill of our solliets, wha
fought Tike brave men long and well, and

‘pileld the groond with  Lineoln sliine

The 4th Alalmmn oceupied an  opin
centle, slope, the enemy the reverse sidn
of the hill which was muel steeper;
in addition were protected Ly ferive, firm
outhouses, liay racks, e, &e.  Tlie dis
tanee was aliout 125 yards. They coull
load beliind the hil); advance to iite brow
iz ab otir igen and then in a few steps
et out of sight.  Our men had wu  firo-
tection at all.  They fired a3 tliey saw the
eneiny on the brow, aliout the farin hous-
es, &, anil had to li¢ down to load, - Ti
ihis situaiion they fought for near Lwo
lodrs, baving made a donble quick marcl
of 8 miles in one liour to get on e
aound. It was liero that pentle, brave,
clivilrous aied cultivated Lieut. J, C,
Tutner fell; envouraging lis yoing com-
rades; frank generous and gallani Capt, L.
[ Lindsey died; where Wi, Landman
full of gensrosity and geniality, was shot;

'\ where our friend and relative W. L. Lor

atice and many other noble spirits miet a
soldier's  deatl—Tailr Jegiments ware
figliting the 4tli Alabama” in front, aml
Slierman’s baffery was o placed as to be
able-ta fire intd o whole front: Tlie ef.
fiviciicy of our batteries bebind on the dise
taid elsvations gave graat reliefl by firirig
shot and shill into tlie eneriiy's ranks over

H tlie lieads of oiif Jnen;
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The énemy at last unabls {o drive o6+

troops back; commenced a new flank
movement on the right and left of oiir nar-
row front of battie; The loiter V will il-
listrate the position and movement: thie
broad opening of the V being the front of
batile, tié masses of the enemy on the
right. andl left sidei of thie V converging fo
A point (o hem our soldiers in. Seeing
this; the ordér €6 Ml back was giveir,
Sfill o brave boys fotight for fiaif an
liout lotiger and than fell Back just in thine
to get out of thé V; exposed fo A fre i
front; left and righit: I was in“the re=

treat that Coli E; J: Joties was  wouiided;

alan; Lt Col. Law; aiid Maj Soelt,  Col,
Joises conld not e eariind off the field,
and was with Phil Beadford & prisoner for
4 lioursj bath weie kindly treated by the

1enuniy.  The Rogithent thired tinies made

bawle and when witliout a heid; siill
fought on; was led by Gen, Bea fo the

chargd.in whicli hid was killed.—Its offi-

1cors and ils ien displayed the eonliess

and steaflinesgof vetorans: Never jinder
fité heforg; they endurad its blaze and lieat
ad if foasting apon the frasied Caiicasas:
Tha 8féic ealmness of its Coloriel was
moved {0 itwonted joyoilsnuss on tlig bat:

U Beldy nud Eis rjau love Wim  for lig
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military skill and daring. Many individ-
nal mets and narrow cecapes are  yecorded
by the hogs, and almost all received shots
in their eluthes. The chaplain of the reg-

1iment [Rev, W, D Chadick] fought with

the ntinost gallantiy, |

The brunt of the hattle was loree by a
fow of dur troops becalise” H HOFLITH~WEra
theown ont Ly the bribery of a Railrgad |
employee who was-shotand,bys llnqi’;mi{:}
eatriaga  of fmporinm orders. © When
however Gen. Kirby Smilh's Brigada
came in the rear and Wke oflier forees were!
Leinz. l..n_-m_!g_.ht L{;*ngia» supporlt ot -our Lx-
lisiisted troops the: battle. was wou—th
panic beenm ganeral and the ﬂight.fl'ngt nnz
furiouss+ The rest wasa sliughter' ending
with night, The enemy:fought well, wers
wel) tiained, throroughly equipped, with
arims saperier toonfs,.and they shot well |
too. 1low then were they. =a: signally .if
ot (isgiacefully routed? - “I'lle stars Jim
their courses fought sgninst Siseras” and |
God, was on aur side strengthening our
men to stand up against the large odids,
andl at last striking u punic into the henrls
of the enemny. Tt was not the wisdom ofi
man that gainel the batile; but the Goil
of Justice fighting for the cause of truth

|and Liberty, 8o may it over be and give:
[ [I:m the prai-e.
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The me‘mberﬁ of the 4th regimaont have
notghad any just meed of praise awarded
them. The Richimond papers have been, .
strangely oblivions of a regiment in the
" | fight that had 87 killed and 153 wonndedi
L out of alout 600 engaged—lusing every

| field officer, Unlike the forces from.other
States this regiment doesapt.carry a cor-
respoudent to blow its deeds, 1t axks but
that justice nxay be done it by the citi-”
zens of its own State, Therd 13 weeping T
| knotw, over the State—for has not Flor-
A ence,~[Tuntsville, Jackson county, Mariony:
Selinn, Tuskeege, ete., lost their Dbraveat.
aml best  When ealled, on Alabama can.
point to the 4(h regiment as her fitst.” ‘ol¥:
v Iation on the altar of Southeru “Independ-,
Y1 ence. In after times it witlbo a dovéted
honor to say, I was of the, 4th, Alabams-
at Manassas—I saw our Colonel, Lt, "Col-
3 | anel and Major fall-—-I saw Gea.. Bee «fall
at our head—1 saw the regiment in frag-
ments still fishting on, saving its flag-—T
heard of Gen, Johnston's shedding teirs at
our being 0 eut to pieces, and 1mn now,
praise God, alive to witness ‘the independ-
21 ence of the land that day lelped‘so greatly
to secure. v o g b

But [ must closa—the camp life is new
to me, and the sight of-tents =il over the
| connlry excitos ming'ed emotions of pride

R0

1\ :
;:_ and regret. T close for want of time and
5, | convenienca to write more, Thoi -boys

generally aro well and  hearty; satisfied
>* | {hat they have done the State -som- ser-
vice, which is deserving of botter treat-
ment than they have received since” the
battle, f rom gross careléssness somewliere,

| Yours, - '

4 W.B. B, .
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