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Captain V. P, Sisson

Tells Vividly of

[t was at Mannssas, July 2I,
neall" waa not persnnal ey the
alnna, and thi< briel parrntive muast not

psaume thal plivae,
ft was o “ciose eall” fnowhich a full
$heitennd

Mo prt-

regiment nf thear
tlatpated. That reclment was the memo-
rable Blghth fleomsdas orpantzel at Rich-
mond, {n Mav, sl diselplined and com-
mandnd By thal chivalrous son af Ceor-
gla, Franels 8. Dartow, af Havannah, who
reachnd the eapltal of the Confedernoy
i cammind nf the Oglethorpe TAght in-
fantey of his clty.

'l"i‘ln writer left Atlanta as hich private
a the Atlanta Grrays, Captaln Thoinas. L,
Canper, nn My 4.0 1861 Other eompanies
from tha dtate swent forward to Blehimand
at the sama Hme, and an enrly forma-
tlan of the recirment wad aceomplighod,
deflled and equipped for the arcnn of war,

it was an fntrepid band, composed ex.
clualvely of Cenrglang,  The reglmental
gtanft conaisted of Colonel Bartow, Tleu-
tanant Cnloned Montgomery  Gardoer,
Major Thoamax T.. Cooper and Lieuterant
John Branch, adfutant, [n thelstafl also
had and sehnlarcly gon-
tlaman, Tir. 1L M. Miller, the surgeon,
famitinr, fn sote-hoellam CGeovgia polloles
as the “Demnsthenes of the Maountalnsg,'

The commissary wad Major Charles FIL.
gmith, known to literary fame ag “Bill
Arp! The quartermaster was Licutenant
B4 Wileox, of Maeon, Carvdner wins  In
Weat Palnt, had heen in the Mexlean war,
andd wan the thoraugh drdl magter aned
digelplinarian the regimment had need af,
In thiz he nad rhe reards asslstance of the
ealonel, whoge enthosinsm and amblilon
bl no hounda, e el o pergonal pride
fn develaping a regiment peefeet n all
thinga. The materlal was thero assam-
blad, and Coalonel Bartow's Infty charae-
ter excrelsed o mavked Influence amsng
eampany  eommanders and privates,
Among the latter were men the peers of
their -eanking oftficers, men of high birth,
education and refinement, hearing mus-
keta and in cheerful submisgion ta rigld
military dlaciniing, ;

Of the company officers It s [mpossihle
hare tn gpeak, Tt was o fine hady of Cieor-
gla'a ehlvalry, many nf whom ns oap-
taing of local companies, ko Bartow at
Havannah,” had gleen ovidonens af andiity
of o high ovder, [ momeory falls mre in
the long lists, [ cannot forget Lucius M.
tamar, Magruder, Dawaen, tho Conpars,
Tam Lowls, Seah Love, Taweaers, Wouche,
Hall, 8mith, Charley Tewls, Durlap
Heatt and John C. Reed, now af the At-!
fanta har and member of our present
city councll, Cieargn (I, Novton, of Loois-
villn, the Harpery and Dwlinall,

A brief stay In cnmp nt Richmond, and
the rephinent wns sont forward, frst to
Harper's Werry., The seldler prefers ac-
tive service to the monatany af camp life.

Here It 18 In nlaca to recard my then
{mprossiona of Colonel Hartow, nur Rich-
ard of thn Lion Heari--sans peur et sana
raprochas-nand hla reglmaent ng ho rode
at Its head, Fie seemed an fdeal knlght,
and the pagea of erugatde hilstory can
furnlsh nothing grander In eonceptisn of
piirpaae ar desira of achlevement, as (ta
peautiful banner firat floated to the wineds
and 1t3 bdrnlshed guns flaghed In the sun-
Haght, Flera was the pomp and pagenntry
rf war, with the glistening blades of o
Haladln. A thousand men In the bloon of
rouih, enthused with the vlghleousness
of thelr eausge, anrd an Invinclble determl.
natlon tn defend 1t Thus panaplied, they
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Bloe TUdge, where (or an hour or two
rest was had In the vilinge of Parls. Tle-
suming the march, rallway transportation
at Fledmont awalted ug, and In box snd
stocle cars we Innderd at Managsas, much
exhiaugted from wadlog n river, ellmbing
uyer aorugged mountiln, oss of steep and
N sare want of (ood. This was but n
(nretidle of what awalted the regiment
on the following day., IL proved a stim-"
ulant to courage, and crented n doggod
pertinacity to meet whatever fssue the
fiture might hold,  And they did to a
man!

Tt way now nighl at Manassas on July
W, Lhe eve aof an eventful day n the
history of the ighth CGeorgln, AL duay-
Hght on_Sunday morning, the 2ist, tho
regiment was hurrledly ordered ito line
and gont Corward to the left fiank of Gen-
erel Tieauregard's line of ballle where the
ehiemy had made a henvy flank movement
and attnel, This was an  exhaustive
foreced mareh of several hours under wn
pitlless July sun lmpeded by artillery and
ciavalry en route, g

Hy 10 0, w. the gscone of action had Leen
reached, and the tombat was on. Beau-

regard's elaborate line of earthworky had

been Hankea,

1
Here the mastery of war had to comae

to lsdue on the fleld, and no advantngo
to any, snve that Lthe cnemy had preclp-
itated an emervgency requiring military
gklll and guick nectlon to mest,

To thls Generals Johnston and DReauro-
gard proved cqual, as hiatory will show,
But The Journal asks for o reeilnl of the
“elose eall” and my preface hag length-
ened nut to weariness.,  Our talented 1it-
teratour, “"Uncle Remus,"” congratulated
himself on one ocension whilst reading
o pleco Lo o friend, that the Hstenor did
nat to go to sleep!

And here comes the elase enll: Hoamp-
ton's I.eglon and other lroops were on-
gaged.

The
enemy
pound

Nrut sight the *Eighth had of the
was Rlckelt's battery of six 10-
pleces on a promontory, about a
half a mile distant. So goon as the reg-
fment rentered an open field and got in
line for action, that batlery hiad a very
fine target, and was qulck to get Lho
range, [wasg In a nleely cultlvated corn;
field, thelgrowth belng about walst high,
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GAPT, V. F, SISSBON.
Taken Moy 1, 1887,

.0 our Immedlate frant, and not a shot
and woe fired. Colonel Bartow, having
heen promoted, was not In command of
the regiment.  IMe was not far distant,
however, golling orders from General
Johnston, whoso other fogces were mov-
g up rapldly, A cerlsls) wns al hand,
The rattle of musketry grow nearer, nnd
Reketl's gunners had an eagy golng af-
Inlr In plowing up with solld shot and
shell our cornfield,  The goldier's pride
of charncter keeps his cournge Intael go
long as he has w lighting ¢hance, but the
sudpense 8 Lrying to tha best nerve when
he eannot atrike baek as he recelves, In
any event, howoever, he will vdn uand dare
in the fnee of the enemy as (8 known only
to those who inve heen there,

Colonel Gardner was no novice on such
secnsions, and he stood ns n statiue In

LN
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orders,
At length the order eame,
“elosa cnil" followed in its \\'Illll:(.‘.‘
ture yonder batlery, forwird, double-
rqulck, mareh,"” and Colonel dGrredner
sprang forward, flourlshing an old caval-
ry snber he had usced fn the Mextean
wat, Tt iwad o half-mile on open ground
to rensh Lthat hoattery, save a stunted pine
from he-
hind which Its guns were In full play as
wo adyanged,
Our nulek

and

movement and not having
thme ‘o lower tholr guns for a correct
ringe, much of the destructive fire of
shotl and she!ll talled of {8 dendly mission,
Qur losg in this haif-mile wns nol serfous,
Rlckatl's hattery, as we learned Inter,
wns known ne the “pride of the army,”
and Its work on that dire occasion was
Indeed beautiful, if one ean: desery any-
thing in resemblance to aestheties under
sueh eircumstpnees!

And yot eloser comes the "close enll”
We Lhought it suflliciently near at hand
In that eornfleld under the fire of well
directed , guns, awniling slavghter lke
gheep In the shambles,

But that wns a plenicl

We entered the pine thicket in +ery
mood order, emerging from whieh into
the open the reglment found {tself some
ArLy yords dlstwot from Whie baltery,s (s
position being n little elevated, and overy
gun In full chorus, Nothing l‘e?nllned but
o Jast desperale sortle for those guns,
and tc sllence them. Perhaps to turn
them on the enamy, Up Lo that erftiea)
momert, the regiment had not sufMered
gorlougly, beyvond the killing of a few
men, and wounding not more than n doz-
en, 8o far ng memory serves me,

It wag Lhought we had the bird in hand,
but It Is the unexpected that happens,
and certainly, iL confronted us then and
thore with startling suddennesd, As we
begnn to plek off the gunners and end
the havoe, there arose as i by mngie
from the ground,a full reglment of United
States regulars In support of the hatlery,
and we recelved o terrific voliey along the
entire line of our regiment. The aim
wns o triffe too high, but s effect was
dendly enongh, The blow was staggering
and much confusion ensued. The reglment
of the batlery, and wans unscen by us

were fIt champlong for any causo or any |l et

ngio,

Alas, for the frallty of human hopes,
when fate decrees otherwise! And how
nmbitlon treads the spider's stalr! The
reglment reached Winchester from Iar-
par'a Perry, where CGeneral Joseph 1.
Johnaton wan ennfronting o Federal force
menacing the valley nf Vieginla, Our stay
at this palnt was without fncldent. [t was
gavere drliling under & merelless July sun
with lght picket duty on the turnplke
leading to Martinsburg., But the plot was
thickening.

in the forennoon of JSfuly 18, an orider
came to he In readiness In two hours for
A forced march to0 relnforee  Gencral
Beauregard, at Managsas, and In that
triaf perlod of time the command of
(ienarn! Johnston was In motion,

Weo waderd the Shenandoah river, and by
midnight_had reac¢hed tho summit of the
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that we loaded gung and fixed hayonels,

Colonel CGardner with hiyg fleld glags sur-
veyed the situation calinly for o moment,
and ordered the regiment to "lHe down,”
wlileh I remember to’ have done wilh
great promptness and much satisfoaction.
Perhsaps never before had 1 embraced
mother earth so aflectionantely, as my
weary head wnas softly lald in a (reshly
plowed furrow, and I pulled a stalk of
succulent corn lo slake my thirat, The
regimental staff had dilsmounted and sent
horses to the rear.

The federal Infantry had not advanced

tront of the regiment and enlmly awalted

General Bartow, allended by an ald,
dashed up, and In o moment “altention”
rang out In elear tones amid tho wild din
and confuslon,

The Washingtan artillery of New Or-

leans, dashed by like Lhe torrent of Nin-
g, and the elanking sabers of Slew-
nl's cavalry gave lnasplration to the baoys
of the Eighth, ready to do thelr duly,
and eager for relense (rom thelr perilons
position.  Tho dogs of war were to be
-unleashed, :
“DMen, this regiment is ovdered to cap-

had lain flat on tha ground In tho rear
unul tha blue flame belehed forth as from
one gun.  As the wvolley was answered
thaore wns ne lmantpy In sight They
had flaitened upon tho earth to reload,
and in an Instant anather volley greeled
ug ghatlering our ranks and cousing atil}
further dasorder,

The eontest wad  unequal, and -our
charge for the guns wns halted. Had tha
Infantry aim heen a littie Jower, our de-
struetlon would have been eomplete. for
the old time United States regulnr had a
dead nim. -

- D eomes {reacherous and perfection
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- In Which Near 1,000 :
Men Particivated .

Among thz first {o. fall was Colonel
Gardner and Adjutant RBranch. with sev-
cral company offleers, and a third of Lthe
men waounded or killed, 1t was difffenlt
to retrieve the repimential alignment and
continua the cantest, hnt therse waere No
orders to fall haek, the colors still floated
defnntly in the hands of the color bear-
er, Charley Danlel, and there was no
surrender, demand for one, or advance
of the enemy, Jluman endurance finally
reached the Hmlt, and the Eighth Geor-
gl retlred te the base of the hi)) under a
withering fire of shrapnel, where the
remnant was refarmed as reinforcements
came up, The pine thicket was n scene
of ruln, stripped of its folinge, and pre-

sented a grim speetacle of war's devasta-.g

tion,

Al this  juncture General Bariow
brought up reinforcenients and was wild
at.the unhanpoy fate of o reglment he lov-
ed as his own., JTL wns in this act that he
lost his own grand Hfe. 1 make no effort

to describe the denth agony of our late.

colonel, He died with armor on and col-
ars In hand.

It was now high noon, the sun burning
down  with tropleal ferocity, amd no
man had tasted water since-daylight. The
dead lay upen the fleld, and the wound-
ed hnd but Indifferent care.

After the death of Bartow the ISighth
and Seventh regimentis were plnced In
General Bee's command, The enemy ad-
vanced In yvast numbers on other paris of
the batleflell, and the carmage hind na
nbatement. The next grent loss was that
of General Fee, who fell with o mortal
wonund,

General Kirby-8mith reached us with his
brigade, bhut was severely wounded as
shon as his lroops got inte action, and
his services last 1o the Confederates,

Until about 4 p. m, the bhattle raged with
grent severity with the Issue  doubiful,
when the enemy was secn to waver, The
hattery which the IZighth with such dire
results sought to eapture Single-handed
was now silenced, its commander wound-
ed and a prisoner.

The fleld of Mannssas was won, and the
“"on to Richmond" wbandoned te a lnter
nerlod,

I am compelent Lo speak of the one rems
iment only. Others-had their close calls.
In faet, It was an uncomforiably close

trananclilon to all concerned on Both sldesn,
After the third of a century memory be-
{s not

" eluimed for this bhrief sketeh, The carcer

of the Idighth ended nt Appomattox, its

" ronks diminished to scarce one good com-

pany.  Probally % per ecent of those who
recefved. thelr bantism of blood nt Manas-

sna hoave aolved the orent mystlery.

From Yorktown and all through Vir-
ginia to Getiyshurg and back, wherever a
battle way fought, some member of that
regiment reposes in onan unknown grave.
e followed wherever tha hmmortal Lee
led.

Let us hope that grand old Nnture in
her munificence at each returning spring-
tima will deearnte the twrf over them
with the benutiful wild flowers and the
choristers In lenfy hranches overhead
Lrill thelr chaleest nates!

1t should noi be forgotten that the Con-
federate wns not such saoldler ns com-
prisze the reguinr ~rmy of o country. He
was of a higher so%in, and the purity of
that stridn finds no degeneracy In his Is-
aue, 1lle claims lHnenge from:

“The knlghtilest of the knightly race

That, since the days of old,

Have kept the lamp of thivalry

Alight in hearts of gold;

The kKindHest of the kindlyx band

That, rarely hating ease;

Yel rode with Spottswond round the land,

And Rnaleigh 'round the seas.”

Those who survive that regiment, and in
Aveary sleps pnss Lo and fro amid the busy
seenes nf life, hold, ns the French would
express 1t, an ambarrassment de richesse,
resembling the sunlight and the shadow.
Moemories of picturesnue scenes of jo-
eund comradship In the hivounc one dny,
and of death and burial the next.

And IL is:
“Oh for the touch of n vanished hand—
The sound of & volee now stilled.”

: 1, P. SISSON,

Atlania, Fehruary 1, 1001,
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