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BATTLE Flm.n NEAR Mu\ma ‘ \

July 26th, 1501,

Dear Father : As you roquested me, upon part- E

ing with you, to Jet you hear the particulary of

!

|
the tiyst battle of much hnportapce Lhat wight 1 1
l

ovcur i the viclnity wherever we might be lo-
cated, and as I promhud you I would do 8o,
such an opportunity as thy soldiernsually finds
at preacnt presents lselfy and l choerfully con
ply.

On Thursday, the lBlh hmt.. after 1y iug on our
arws for several duys ab Winchester, expecting
to be atincked by large forces under Gen. Patter
son's command, we reeelved iotelligence thay
Goen, Benurepgard was engnged Inafight at this
place, and the torees we hind  hitherto expeeted
Lo mect at Winehester were moving vapldly to
ward this place.  We were informed that Gen,
Beauregard was already lghtlng againet leartul
odds, and thae our immediato ald was highly
essential, e was then 2 o'eloek . M. Orders
were given 1o satritke tents, which was excented
almoss instaody. Immediately afterwards we
took up ooy lee of march to Piedmaont, a s1a
tion un the Kallrowd tom where we eould get
transportation to the Janetion at this place. We
contiuned the marcly with bat little o eat, and
withoat scareely any water it to drink, during
the evening and night.  Belng hogried ol Jro
our eamps so anexpectedly was our only reason
for being shiort of something 1o eat, for we get o
plenty of meat nnd bread when we have de O
prepare it

Avout 2 o'eloek AL M. we arrived at the She-
nandoah River, nnd owing 1o the luge nubers
baving Lo erosg, there nol beipe conveyanees
for all, we unbesitatingly plunged in and wiaded
\wross,  Oar ary, thoogh ured and weoany,
then procecded, with blistered feet ond muech
Latigued Limbs, to eross the Rlue Ridge, wher,
it we bad had the golden beama ol the mid-day

sunshine upon us, mstond of the milder rays of

the moon, I could not deseribe the baauatiful
secnery.

But enough of this, It is now y desire to
undertake o desertbe our hardships ov the
seenery wue hinve bod the advantage ol soeing,
bhut Lo curry vut what I have o the eommence:
ment undertaken, 1 did not expeet, whon 1 et
home, o rest Yon Howery beds ol ease,” but |
must adinit, the roeky beds we have 10 reposc
o are mhtthe barder than | bargained tor,

We nrrived ar Picdmont Friday, 19th, at 10 A,
Mo, where we remadned anmtl Sunday, 21st net,
[ trangpordng the various  regimerta from
Viediont, Tt was done according Lo are ol com-
mivgion, and a8 Bogadier-Geperal otow and
Col. Garrell had precedence ol our regiment,
we were compelled to await our time. We
would bave pot w0 the teld fo tite to haye
talien porein the gl bat tor the carelessnes s
of an engineer, who, by lus earelessners, or hy
an willtal act; ran into auother train and cansed o
goneral smmshing, which it Wok n considerabile
time to remove,  We were too late by several
hours. A wore indignant set ol men you never
SaW than teose of the Y regriment.

f

L

= ammie | i R A A T R T e e e


John
Highlight


e
i

\1E

Vo

i
all

'
{1
Wl
W
1

v

K-
(]

Ta)
"I

-

e
W
he

of

nll

on

Of
U8
he

ar-
uy,

Liat
Lh-

car

the
‘in_r

o have taken a thoroueh view ot the battle

feld inunediotely around our canps, and such
destraction I never before witoessed, T many
places you capnot wulk without trending on the
dead hodics of the cuctuy,  ‘Thelr loss could not
bhave beon bess thun frons twelve o bilieen wion-
snd Killed, wounded and prisoners,  Theirown
teport of killed aod  wounnded is trom four o
five thow=and, and you arcawaie that they wonld
not swell their figures. This number they how-
cver adadit, At the st ittle, ob the Thurs
day previous to the Hght on Sunday, their o:s
wiid over one thonsaud Kiiled aud  wounded,
while our loss was cociuated at thieey Eiled snd
vounded,  Our totel Joss in both tghts will not
exceed one thoosand Kilted and wounded,

I'he dead bodic. of the Yankees nre lying all
along the road and in the woods from here to
Fairtax U, IL, a distanee of about Hteen miles,
We took all thele artillery —ninety three pleces,
Aviongst the batteries (aken wns Sherman's,
the West Point batteries, and others T do not re
member the naties of We wlso tonk enough
(rovisions to feed ity thousand men for weeks,
It would "% oo tedious to andertake (o tell aly
we did ke frome them,  Their loss s not less
than one million dallaes, and perhaps is a gevat
deal more.

The Georginns of our brigade tcok the much
boasted Sherman’s battery,  Nover did men
fight like our men. Those that fell; fell like
men, They had to contend for a long time
sgalnst cight or ten to one, and alibough T fee!
the utimost oeret, yet L hinow they each restiua
hero's grave,

Scott hronght hig best troops, and undoubtediy
expected, with his best drilled men and superjor
nombers, to erush us out at onee, and thys end
the campaign, He made a tremendous attack
on our forces with the left wing of bls ariny, and
wheu he thought he had the majority of pur
forces drawn ofl} he made an eftort to reach our
rallroad, and no doubt ecpected to have entirely
cut us off from any further comuwunication with
Hichmoud or Piedmont. But his plans, alihough
rood, did vot snceeced well, The few Georgians
that mct bim walntained their position for four
or ftive howrs, atter which time Gen Johuston
had  them relnforeed; when they were driven
buek 1ike dogs, - Brigadier-General Baitow Jad
hig horse shot from under bing, ab the same tme
recelving o wound in the fuot.  Bul this was
nothing to u wman with his welt-known neive,
He rallied Lis nen, thoagh badly cut up at shat
time, and jolned in with (ol Gartrell, and re-
marked that i e had the Uth Georgla Reghinent
with him allt would he well, and praved tor their
arrival,  He Kept o man ac the Junetion walting
to eonduct us o the fleld all day ; but, ala: !

our arrivil was 1oo late,
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Col., Gurteell's horee wan Killed from nonder ].Q
him by o bombzhelly he, nt the =ame time, re | g
celving a wound tn the beg,  The shock was so | I

greal that his own men thought him dead. :"

When Col. Gartrell fell from his horseand was | ¥
thourhit dead, or mortally wonnded, Gen, Bar- | 5
tow scized the flag that Coll 6 had dropped ;”
and waved i over his bead, exelniming : “Geor- |V
g;]un-:. if you love e and yYour conntry, follow ’ l‘l
me, - Never let it be sabd that Georglans fal- |}
tored ' As the men rudbied Col. Guarteell pe- |3
covered and mounted anothes horse, rodeup w P
Gen, Bartow and said : “Sir, thae is omy tiae, | [ "

am yet able to bear it 1§ fail again, then l'l.ll
inke ir," I ¢

Gon. Bartow responded, ind ct the =ame i A
stant reccived his fatal wonnd, Col. Gartreell |

insisted that Gen. 13 should allow him to have |
him borne from the field, but Gen, B, refused, |V
saying : “1 die, but I die with my men; you rush |
on, and never stop Wil the vietory is our,” :

The bitie groiind extended over aome cight | 1

wiles, and where Gen. B, and Col. Gartrell
fn_ughl. wns where the work was well dooe,
When they were reintorecd by Gen, Beauregard, | (
our e opened sueh o tlcml{v fire on the ene

my that they conld stand it no Jonger, and such

runniog no one ever saw,  They lost nearly | :-‘
z-\'t!l'}’lhlllg lh(‘.)’ hﬂ(l' I“ bllﬂl‘l, lh“’ “Pd llhli :

shecp betore wolves, They kept ranping, and |
our forces, cavaley principaily, tollowing them'| 5
to within o few miiles of Alexandria, T is ~uid

they attempted Lo ¢ross the Potomace ot Alex. »
andrin, and were fived into by theiv own party Lo ‘r'
prevent their crossing. t‘

When President Davis was seen paselogz over “'

the bastle ficld, the poor fellows, that lay upon \
thelr backs wounded, bleeding and exlinusted — |
when they saw him, though they could do w0 (L

more, they waved their bata ng L ]@d&t‘-d. aned | ﬂ
oheered fordefl; Davisapd the 3ouths  Wherever |
the rauks bad been broken and the men scatter | :I
ed, when they saw the President of the South in | "
their midst they shouted that they waould follow |,
him to death, and rallied ance more for the lust | k
successful onslaught,  Prestdent Davis, with his |-

Ceavalry, cbosed the enciny for mies, and tie o
President, being so enger I pursuis, did not re- |
tarn until after night,

Let us now lock oue momant to our wounded.
What heart does not feel a pang of angulsh as |
well as pride to see many & 1notler's darling— | |

the Jaughing dimples of youth yet upon his |
burdl& cfw‘i-—fuah m by ’nia }cng‘_' of ,‘
striteand blood, and La

ra rush to eyes uu- [!

d to weep at the Ll? of that falr, head | !
wed on the bloody rﬁﬁ,ls% &fet “t&;{: :

Iu,ﬂllld rtal die asowell ¥
1 ?‘Eﬁ:‘.& him ik
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’ membered, and thelr nnimes lispad by gencrations |
!
:
1
|

Yet to rise,  Buty ohlhow paiaful toafeelin., i
generous heart 1o hear the groans of the wonnd-
cd—=somoe nlmost gone--hut while they live are
bogging far water § some begaing Abeir friends

Cte takie thelr little precions Jewels to thelr love-

U ly companions ut bhowne they wever could agaln
Con enrth be permitted w see ; others prtying 1o

Clve to Heht o the last battles for freedom’s

cans=e  others Iying weltering in their blood, |

with a smile on lhnh face, proud to know that |
when the cold, green sod should cover them |

« | they would fill & hero's grave; others-asking

| thelr triends ot home wot to grieve for them—

| thuy were dying the death they imost desired,
| tlghting for their g:uunlrly. All thiese are hard
| things for the sympathictie beart to witpess ; buat
| such scenes were my 1ot to see,  Bat tor tim
| Who diva In his conntry's eause, 1 cauntry

mourns his loss, every patviotie heart honors his
memory, every eye weeps with his reintives; and

L every heart bs witltog ta shace the burden of his

| orelative's woos, I believe © have given you the

most important items Incident to the battle and

Fnow, in eonclusion, 1 beg that 1 be Kindly re.

L membered to mother, staters apd brothers,

| Hoplng to hiear trom youn at all convenient op-

, Lportanities,

I remain, with mneh esteen,

! Youi affectionate son, ;

R. A, Hanner,
‘ Capt. Comd’y; Brooks Rilles,
i Oh Georgin Reglment,
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