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Ricawoxp, Va., July 20th, 1861.
To the Editers of the Dispatch :—Among
the batile of Manassas

14
3
g
S
H
2

since the fizht, there was one Iimportant (ot
which shouid not be Ve lence,
and I am surprised that it has not before
time been menticned, viz: theshare which
two South Usarolina regiments had in the
affair.

Theae regiments (the 2d South Uarolina,
Cal Kershaw, and the 31 South Uarolina,
Uol. llnn,}mrhﬂl the scene of action about
1io'clock P. M. Just bafore they caught
ight of the enemy , they were met by at least
:ﬁcnn hundred of our nm-mn‘ of them
wounded—coming away from the flald of bat-
tls, who told them *“theday was lost ! that
twecould do nothing with the en
their artillery was too strong for us
«“(ol. Hampton and all his officers were killed,
and the enemy were driviog our forces
back !" This was the tenor of the
information received by these two Palmetto
regiments, who had aiready gone over four
miles of hilly and brokem ground at the
double-quick step, and were, of courss, i no
to a contest with twenty
probably flushed with the
prospect of victory, and excited 10 madness bly
the contest But, the gallant Palmettos, al-
though bellaving they were marehing on to
certaln destruction—upom & worse than for-
lorn hope—never faltered a momen
inquire the nearest way to the
bat, and hurried on. ‘l‘n? soon heard lur))-
volley from a wood in fromt, and the balls
whistled through their ranks, cutting dowa
many of their number, while the alroverhead
was alive with the hoarse scream of sheils
and the hum of cannon shot, as they crashed
through the branches around.

Oharging throngh the wood, they came ix
sight of the enemy—the N. Y. Fire Zounaves
and the Ubasseurs—and with a cheer that
was heard above the dim of battle, rushed
apon the foe, firing as they went! The ene-
my immediately broke and fled across flelds,
fences and ditches for about & mile ; but five
or six regiments of them rallied on a high
hill opposite. The Palmettos made at them,
but were ordered to balt. Why this ord
wasgiven we could pot at first cee, for our
ranks were being rapidly thinned by the long-
range Minrvie and Maynard gnos ot the Yan-
kees. But while asking each other what it
meant, we henrd the clear voice of Col. Ker-
sliaw Tiuging over the fleld, ** Boys, lie dewn
aud Jst the nrtillery fire over you!'—
We imnmediately fell upon oumr faces,
and the artillery (consisting of two
pieces of Kemper's Alexandria Battery,)
seutdeath and desolation among tbe well-
dinwn up lines of the fos on the opposite hill,
while our men picked off the officers or indi-
viduals occupying prominent places among
thon “"{n“ 10 waver, and a few more
shots from Kemper and a volley of two ba.
It ‘ha \ilery from the
deadiy Miasissippi 1ifl2s of the Palmatio boys
cemplsted e roat, und the enemy fled in con-
tucion. Theirown artillery (six splendid ri-
fled pieces of Griffa's Batiery) was turned
upon them, and lent additional werror to their
flight. Bul the fact to which I re i
beginnivg of this slight cutline was thisi—
These twe Jonth Carolina regiments, together
with EKemper's Batlery and a detachment of
the Fa. Biack florse Casalry,pursued the ene-
my for six miles beyond the feld of battle and
captured over twenty pisces of artillery, be-
#idas arms and stores innumerad'e, which
otherwiss would have been carried off !
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Bonham's Brigade
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