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WAR INTELLIGENCE.
—_—————

LETTERS FROM THE SCENE OF THE LATE BATTLR
=—THE ACCOUNTS OF YTARTICIPANTS—WIIAT
THEY DID AND SAW AND FELT—INTERESTING
INCIDENTS CONNECTED WITII TI% ROUIE—
THE LAST SEEN OF COL., WOOD=RETUKN OF
SOME OF THE WOUNDED, ETC,

Weare in receipt of alarze number of letters
deseriptive of the scenes and inCidents in the late
disastrous battie at Bull's Run. We publish ke-
low all we can find room for to-day, and would
print all if we possibly could. The accounts will
be read with interest as the writers are all resi-
dents of this city. ,

A letter from Segt. John Vliet gives the follow.
ing list of killed, wounded and missing in the
company to which he is attached, namely, Ser-
geants Holmes, Haisiday, Hnlst, Corporal Ostran.
der, G, W. DBewnett, Wm. A. Mansficld, F. J.
Bearnes, J. Plows, W. Revere, J. H, Warner, A.
A. H, McCluney, John Dowd, Jobn Mooney, A,
B. Ticknor, George W. Dwenger, H. DeGroff, J.
G Gibertson, J. P, Staflord, W, T. Williamson,
W. H. Vun Tloin, W. A. Curtis, John IL. McGow-
¢, Sergt. Viiet adde that many of the above are
knowrn to be alive, Lut that they did not reach
c.mp the pight previous (22d inst) in conse-
(qucnce cf a heavy raino,

Scrgt. MceLear, of the engincer corps, returned
to Lis howe in Carlton avenue last evening. He
was seriously wounded whilst bravely contending
with the enemy. A ball carried away the bridge
of his pose and struck out the left eye, Ile was
nlse woundedin the arm. Notwithstanding thege
injuries he wolked from the ferry to his lhome,
escorted by friends, as eprightly as if nothing
bad bappened, e sincerely hope that he may
300N rcCover.

We have interesting letters from . W, Ostran-
der, William Rose, Charles A Barton, all of the
I4th, and M, Croslin of Co. E, GUth regiment
which we find it impossible Lo publish touday,

Wittarp's Horrr, Wasimiseron, ), ¢,

July 25, 1561, |
70 the Editory of the Brookliyn Eagle:
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I reached this ¢ty yesterday morning, in tite 1o see
many of the straggling soldiers as they returned from tiie
wdvance of the Grand Army,  lere one gets at the trath
in the rough, unblemished by the sensation despateh
mongers of the day, 1t kag been a terrible rout, We pave
not suffered the enemy to rout ug, but have pertornns) 'thc
task ourvelves,  Up tod P, M, on the day of the It cn-

sgement, our troops were gradually unmasking the hat-
terivs and positions of the cuemy.” A heavy reinforee-
ment eame up fram Manassas to the rebel <ide, for which
strange 10 £a¥, 1o provision had been made by our eom.
manders, und the word fail back was given by a Jivision
eflicer.  Slpultancously a report started that Juhnson
with b whole division, was flanking our men, sl the
run of the teneters eommenced, interspersed with nem-
bers ol Congress in all haste, wlding to the confusiog, and
producing @ panie such as probably the warld LEUer Sae,
The rouds were crowded with soldiers, civiliunes, vatile.
horses and haggage, caeh rying o ontde the other in
speed to save Bife. The panie extended o over hait one
farcees, while strange tosay, those who did retrent i or-
Hers cotld not be prevaided apon o mahe a <tand o Cepa
freviite, wor even e e ol the woundad,  There was
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oo, 4 fatal lack of zmbulances, only litters carried by
pan: conld be Lad, and thus our gallant colonel of tho
Tith Brooklyn Negiment was nbandoned, after having
b on carried some distance, his friends claiming that the
suly ambulance they eouid procure was destroyed ou the
wid 2 e wos first esried from the fleld to the chnreh, teme-
purarily made a ho-pital, thenee to a blacksmith's shop,
wiere he degired to be lef'y and finally, afier Leing ear-
ricd some little distance bevoud in an mubnlanees, heeime
i perated frem (he soldiers, and bas not been heard from
sinee.  From the best descriptions 1 can gether ol his
injury fron intelligent parties, it was a flesh wound in
the thigh, from which he lost much blaod, but which was
ot of o dangerous charaeter.  Ife was in good spirils
when Jast reen, suffering & little pain, but tlkative and
Lopelul,  The soldiers all say that he Yed them inty action
in the most gallint manner, and first had hig hat shot
off by a riile badls afterwards receiving the masket ball in
the thighs and even sfterreceiving thia severe injury, after
nearly fainting from loss of blood, he ordered o soldier to
hold bhim up, checving an his raew, utterdy regardless
af himecll, sud as determived as ever ! Such a record iy
Col. Wooill's—may he yel be spared.  The encmy sent in
word that eur wounded should receive the same attention
a= their own men  All bere believe that the Colonel s
Leyond our lineg, in their hands a prisoner, but carelully
nurstd by the'two surgeons uf’ the regiment, both of whom
have not yet come in, No doubt they sre with the wound-
wl, and i g fow days we ghall see¢ them again,  Licat-
¢ol Fowler come in, after having been given up as dead,
Heo Iy concealed in athicket untit dark, and then mareh-
il inon fool. Al coneurin this, that the 14th is entitded
to grent eredit for their gallant tighting,  They stormed
sl 1ock nn open battery three diffiecen) rimes, each time
ket onerwledmed in numlars,  Thirteen Colonels of
athier regdments ure yet missing t—showing the despe-
pate fighting done by our men, and ibat the encrmy’s
Surpeshooters were especially ordered Lo pick ofl our of-
deers. The Fire Zouaves performmed prodigies of valor
the G, and especially the Raode [sbin] regiments, cov-
ceol Wernscives with glory, An incident is given of Gov,
Sprague, wWho was in command of the Ihode Istand brig-
adley warth repenting—"Loys" saild he, r_usmng to the
front ranks, during the hottest of the firing, when the
regiment was like to be thrown into confusion by the
tendering of iron hail abont them, * Boys, [ llne your
tiarernor ! give thom the Devil I And 80 they did,
Mafitery men on the ficld advance the opinion thut the
rebicls suffered o severe loss, probubly three or four times
greater than ours, They fired oo high, while our men

Pl WMan Zcnasi Fillad at ann vinlo
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fook deliberate adna, The Fire Zouaves Killed atone vol-
fev. 8l but seven of their “Ilack Ilorse Cavalry™—a
crack comipany,  Enoan open fleld, our troops will over-
whoetn them,  Nething, however, cag be ¢learer _than
that 1his advapee upon Manaswus was all wrong,  Our
troops did not want Mianassis i 4 strategieal point, why
nut iken have passed around it, or huve attacked it fu the
man,  While Bunks would make a Seerctary of the PPort-
tolio of War, worth tbe whole cabinet together, Meetings
in New York and other northern eities could effeet thiy
change, Therehas been greut cnergy in preparation
1ackirg, 1o get ready ourarmy. A sceond mistake can

ot be allowed,the present army is perfeetly demoralized,
not o gay disorgumzed. A prominent military gentle.
wan deelarcd 10 me fast evening that Geauregurd  could
trke Washington now in two honrs time,.~That the eev-
cral regiments are pot in condition or character to tight.
Al last pight many rumors were flying about, that Buesu-
regard wus advancing for a night attuck upon the eity,
ard 1 will suy that a majority of the peoplu here believe
in Beauregard's advance very soon,  Tue administration
doegnot yed in my judgment realize fully the “situation,”

Nothipg clearcr shows this than the uiter neglect to
evnsider what should be dope of defeated at Bull's Lun,
No preparations of any kiod contemplated & defeat, and
had Beauregard followed our srmy he would have anni-
hilatcd 31, wken Washington, and dictited his orders
from ibe Winte ITouse that night.  Providence geems to
Luve protected us through many blunders. Lo will now
tuke two or three months belure anvther advance can be
made 3 let us hape that General Greeley will leara a les-
son of war by ths defeast, I am sorey 10 83y that the
oflicers of vur regiments instead otveing in their several
camps, are at any tine to be feen founging about our
hotels und bar roome 3 Wilson declared in the Senate to-
day that one halferthem “were nol worth the powder to
biow (bem to picces,” 1 give his exact words, Not a
few of 1them are intoxieated nightly.  Steike their names
from the rolly Mr. Lincoln, and do not place the Republic
again in jeopardy through the culpable negleet of supine
bhands. Many of the ofHeers outran their regiments, and
come even char god weir uniform to facilitate their flight
as civilians ! What o shameless disgrace ! Jucidep)s
are related of whoele regiments standing hours i the raino,
awaiting u Inenl of vielials on their arrival here, while
Colonpeds and efficers were ginfoug atthe hotels?  And it
jran slaohute fet that the srmy at DHull’s Kun took up
the line of mareh a ba? ~past twe o'cloek in the moraing,
marched tidd ten, and ten went ioto actioa without a
moutbful 1o €at the whule day.  Oune ol the I4+h boys
told mie e wonld and eould pave bronzat in our Colonel,
but fur his very esbaustion wrom hupeer sud thirst, And
go1 plenty ol DUske!s of champogne were Konown t have
boen sent down by brigadez,  These things will be cor-
reeled pext time no doubt,

http://eagle.brooklynpubliclibrary.org/Repository/getFiles.asp?Style...FO7%2F26&ViewMode=GIF&GZ=T&PageLabelPrint=&Entityld=Ar00202&sQuery=

11/19/12 3:32 PM

Page 2 of 2



Article - Id=126 :

Publication: Brooklyn Eagle; Date: Jul 26, 1861; Section: None; Page: 2

~ > P

-~~_._....M’-s~;v_-mz_- E. T. W,

pimy and my-
: e st give you my
venien of the aflair, i mnded and taken
ir the fleld ig troe, but by whom I know not, neither is
I teahe gquestinn; bat, in our retreating, afier carrying
tLe «plonel on a streteher for some mile, our party induved
the diiver of one of the Tist Regiment ambulances to take
the lonel in, and the dJdreiver having a wonnded
goldier 1 with him desired tp advance as fast as
nes#iblegin order to reach Centrovilie to procurc medicul
assistanee, and in doing so, we got in advance of the
most of oir immediate party (except a few who keptelose
by the ambulance as a guard) and on emergiog from the
woods into Centreville road, we weresuddenly surprised
by being fired upon from the road. Of course this ereated
& panie, und the driver starled at a brisk pace, thiuking
Lo get elear by quiek driving, but on arriving at the
bridge, found it completely  blocked up by
teams  completely  wedged  together, and every
one trying to get away as quick as  they
could, and of course Colonel Wood was lefy to
his fate In thot ambnlanee 3 he was seriously wounded in
the thigh,1 think, and I think could not have gotten out
of the ambulance without assistance. As to Doctors
Homeston and Swalm being with him I deny, for if they
bad been, why such higste to et where medical assistance
could be procured ¥ also, had they been there, why should
I not have scen them, being persontlly acquainted with
hoth of them,

I assert agaio that Capt, W, L, I}, Steers of Co, 1 and
myself were with bim until stern necessity compelied us
to abandon him, and save our lives by fight, I myaeif
Leing wounded in the foot,

Yours truly, Jony I, Sryres,
It L A Co. 14t Tlegt, N, YLS.M,

DRrooKLYN, July 26, 1361,
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[Letter from 2 son Lo his parents.)

Cayxp Porrer, ArLisarox, Va., |

i i Tuesdov, July 234, 1s31. §
teries.  We then made @ charge and fell | ack to
reloud  We were drawn into a4 diteh to draw
the enemy’s fire from our artillery. We went up @ road
]nml were fired upon by some of our own men, whether
the Tist, Z7th or the Sth regiment [ donot know., W all
Jell on our Fices LIl they had done firing, when we, of
scourse not Knowing who they were, stood up and flred at
jthem, Al this took place in less time than you can read
of it. 'We went in the diteh were we were ordered and
Jay there to be shot at for almost 4 quarter of an hour,
we then made three distinel ebarges at the encmy who
fired at us with buckshot and bullets which mowed us
down like grass. Inthe third charge within ten feet of
the encuiy’s guns a ehell exploded minong our company
Aand some ten or twelve fell, Iamong them. I felia
shurp pain in my left shoulder or rather Dehind t. I pat
oy hand there and found a pieco of my jackel and shirt
gone, there was a cut big enough to lay your finger in. I
twrned round and saw our captain full, "I ran 10 him and
a sergeant and I earried him off the fleld, e is wound.
ed in the left breast by a ball. It is not extracted yet.
We were ordered 1o retreat to Washingion the enemy
having a reinforeement of some forty thousand men as
near s Gen, McDowell eauld tell. Oar poor Colonel was
ghot in the hip after his horse was shot under him. 1fow
our retreat was conducted 1 donot know, low we tray-
ciled aimost sixty miles In twenty-cight hours, and how
we everreached the camp 1 do not know. W hen we got
in 1 fell down and went to sleep, I eannot write any
more at present, G, H, Prick,

I, 8.—1 heur that the 14th was eut off that the enemy
fired into our amibulanees and killed ull the wounded,our
Colonelamong them,  Whethier it istruc L ean’t teil,

ArvLiNaron Ilecns, July 93,

I write you (hese few Jues (o et you kuow that [ am
safe, but searcely able to stir from the effects of our
arching and onr exertions in the battie, Pretty much
all of our men are in the same condition, 'nnl js, ol
that is left of us, 1 am very sorey w el you we lnal‘ the
Lattle, but I hope you and our friends wou't blange us
for God knows thiat we did our hest to win, and pargen.
lordy the New York troopss they fousght mantulty: and
Lrooklyn need vot be ashuned of the T8 Rewiment, for
they did what none olbers dare do, It w:cshu')u':n'lhc
Fire Zovaves wereIn the advance and Lvipes for Lthe ras-
enls o cone ol that we chargcd gl ﬁ;..,ﬁ the battery
=10 e Very eanben’s mowib—uonl gave them volley
aftor volleyoand all of a suchden they apened thelr snny
upen us, aeal plawed us dawn with }:ru;n.- and cmf'slcr.
Notanly (is butihelr cavalry ebarged upon us, when
we woere cotupulicd to retreat, A we were retrceating |
SUOW In) cotipanions Bl thick and fast nround me, bt 1
b Laiy chianee Lo Relp the wonnded on the gory tield,
A= wie were woingz over, one of Lhe Generals stepped up
wied subdy “Hthare you tired 2 e told bim 1o, Saiid
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be, **you bave done your purt.” Io shouts out for the
other troops to rally, For our part we could nol rally
without support, and all our officers were shol, Wo alooid
firm, and we saw even the regulars retreating. The

General khouts out, “Give o 0 >’ »
b Sf‘{' out, “Give one more ratly.” They would
{

. Sen wtate A w1 o Te e

Juusket, and shot him OIF G519 16e "X 350 ay ho " fuil
one of e Fire Zouaves jumped on the horse and galtop-
ed away ; when, all of asudden, the fellows turncd an))
fled as fust as they could go.  This, you may think, is
flattery, but jtis not, itis a correet stialement as near as
I can remember, They have taken an immense nuinber
of prisoners, ind the wounded they kill, a8 far 23 1 can
understand, They bave 159,000 men statloncd there,
There was 90,000 men there first, and reinforcements
cuming inall the time, and if wo bad staid mueh longer
they would most i ely huvo surrounded us and taken us
all prisopers.  We lost our Colonel and a good many of
our offfeers: our regiment i8 prety well cut up,  They
are talking of sendmg us home to recruit again, They
tre going Lo give us nuw uniforms, for we are in need of
ey mine was bad enough befora the battle, but after
the battle I notice they were prewty well riddied up, The
bayonet belonging to my musket was Knocked clean off
wiili a shot. JOSEPIL SANDS, Co, A, 1Hth Regt,

Cave Nean Arexanpnrta, Va, July 22, 1561

We have just arrived back in camp atter un absence of
gIx days, A magnificent action has beev fought. We
must bave had peurly U000 men engaged, and the ene-
my, as ¢vents proved, bad many more.. The 513t had g
post ol honor, and honorably matintained il up to the
mowent of retreat, At cach step new  ditticuities arose,
and cunning deviees of the foe were developerd,  Masked
batteries, protected by the living wood, treacheraus
niires, and crafty ambuges des, came to light, 1t was ouly
by amiracle of Grace thut I eseaped harm, Onee I was
sent with some companics 1o “draw out” the enemy,
They came too soon, and 2ent a volley of rifle ballsat us,
as our caps rose upon the hrow of the hill within a hun-
dred yards of their concealed works,  We had only one
wan touched, springing back as we did into a ravine, As
the rebels showed thenselves in pursuit of s, Richard-
son's battery of rifled caunon threw in spherieal ease
shot that did muchslaughter,  Tuey ercim determined not
to come ontopenly and fight like wue soldicrs, so we
have to resort o stretagenn (o bring them within reael,
While muaking o reconnoisance during the batile, 1 came
upon a foree of rebels from Lwo to three thousand strong
as pear as could be judged.  Blackhawk took me on a
gallop along their front.

Much 10 our surprize they had entered 2 ravine, and
were discovered by our pickets just in time 10 prevent
their turning our lefu flack, The fustant they saw owe 2
shower of bulls come whistling about me. Tihen the
grasg was 10t suflered to grow beneath Black Hawk's
teet. Ile toek the hinty and the way the noble beast
cleared o fence and swept along the hill-side up to the
battery of rifled guns of Capt, Green was the theme of
admiration of the beholders. A score of yuardian angels
must have averted from me the leaden rain, One shot,
perhaps intended for me, struck the head of agallunt
young lieutenant (Gill, serving with the regular artiflery)
and penetrated the brain,  While the gung were playing
upon the heads of the interlopers, I hastily examined the
wound, no surgeon being present.  Emplying a cartteen
of water upon the head of the poor fellow, L soon satisfied
mysellf that the injury was fatal, Consciousness was
gone although the eyes were open and hie breathed hard
und steadil¥, a smile being tixed on his lips, [ think he
lived only halfan hour.  Licut. G. belonged to the Mass-
sachusctts voluntecrs,
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Aller MAIRAINIDE 0UF ground azuinst neavy odds, we

reccived the mortifyiug order 10 relreat. We could not

understand what it mesnt, nmil it becume too palpable
that the whoie of our foree was falling back upon Cen-
treville. At11 I M, came a whispered order 10 rebreat
to Fuirfax, ten miles off.  The trogp+, whosc haversacks

ard blankets bad been left upon the fleid, and who had

been on their feet for twenty-two hours, retired in toler-
ably good order, marcbing by daylight this morning
twenty-eight miles.  Yet no complaint has been uttered,

in my hearing, at least. ‘The Federal loss is teriible, but

the Soutbern still more so.  The next time wo will win,

L—was much imterested in his first battle—my
geventh,  Our admirable surgeon, Dr, Frank 1[, Hamil-
10n, toiled professionally unti] he conld not stand alone,

When all the gurgeons of other regiments were literally
olieying the order Lo retreat, he and his assistants of the

31stL were true, entirely so. All honor 10 such men.

Why did we retreat when our position was tenable? \We
Y =

only obeyed an imperative order. * ¥

And so will terminate the hurried epistle of one who has

slept but two houres in the lust forty-eight.
Wi IL BrowNE,

Licut, Colonel 31t N, Y. Volun:eers,
THE KILLED AND WOUNDED,

Trbe followirg is the official ¥st of the killed,
weunded oud miscing ia the L!th (Brooklyn)
Reziment, 25 furaished to us by the Hon, Moses
F. Cdell, Representative in Congress from this
(the 2d) District :

COMPANY A,
Privates—DMartin Frank, killed,
o) James Keating, killed,
- robert Simmons, Killed.
. Michael Kelly, missing,
“ John Mack, missing,

- - SO iy wmrbguies
aF robert P'omerich, m‘isﬁug.
«“ Wm. Burns, missing,
— Geo. Caflrey, missing,
o James Donnelly, missing,
- Michael Donnelly, missing,
. ‘W, M. Farrell, missing,
" Wm. McCauley, missing.
" Andrew Mackey, missing,
“ George McLaughlin, missing,
ot George O’'llara, missing.
i Fulgence Perry, missing,
1stSergeant, James Culley, missing.
Capt, Lobert B, Jordan, wounded,
Private—~Thos, Morrow, wounded,

- Harris Bogert, wounded,

CUNTARY I,

Corporzal, Thomas J, I"agan, missing.
Drivate—Llobert Bold, missing,

% John Bradiey, missing.

¢ George W, Blake, missing,
& Willium Blydenburg, missing.
. William Dukin, missing,

133

: Stepben Hastings, wissimg,

Henry Jukes, nussing,

o Thors MeMahon, missing.

= Wilbam Munay, missing,

“ Michael Stackpole, missing,
Sergeant,John J. Erndskaw, slightly wounded.
Private—George I, Baldwin, slightly wounded,
Musician, Abm. Dixon, slightly wounded,
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