| wae our Company alope, Company F belng ap-
O tho otber skdo of the rosd.  We walehed be-
hind wevs and slumps for aboul fon mioutes, | *

three Ay’ rations in our haversaeke and.

| blaakets atound us, aod dispoddo g oarsolvon to
| #letp as Lost we could.  Wg wera aroused ear
|1y o the morning, asd wers lmmediately on

quently, was very slow.

| hirde companios of the 18th, rutroalod; bul oet
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you a history of our movements in detail, so
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wmﬂ.}"ﬂ &m; morning, with :

buoy nut boartensdap | rite, sarchod for Falrfax
O H. .\lu' how soom they wers destined ta|
he diped. Wa marebed aboat elght wiles,
ned thon sncampad for the night, mnplurudr

the march. Wa found the road groatly ob-
stryotod by troee fulled scrogs the road, seem-
ingly done the day bofors,  Oar magoh, conse-

“Within 5 o 6 miles of Falefax, a firing wps
hoard abead, and ua rugagement was snticlps-
led. We were dostlned, however, 1o be disp-
pointed. The Rebele, after firlug upon. oot ad-
vange guard, which was compomsd of two or

antil the orack of the Eglield rifles bad made
same of them bite the dusk.  They wero snmod
with Sharp’s rifles, and byt for firlog too bigh,
tmight bave done us conaiderabbe infury, AsM
was, howover, we bad oue Livntensat, age &I’
geant, asd three privates wousded—one, pri-
vale proy severely, As wo nearod Fairfex
intrenchments came in view, aud the word pase
od down the lige, * Forward ap the Bighleenth !’
No sovpgr beard than the words * Forwagd!
Eighiocnth, donble quickl’ Pest the ¢olymn
we wend, and (nto the woedy on s deable quiek.
but vo enemy was foutd, The lutrenahments
wore dosorted.  The march tho rest of the way
o Falrfux was protected by companion of the
L6tk meling as skicmishors.  Our ocompany
touk the woods aboat two miles from Falefax,
to sct e akirmiskars, We advanced slowly,

was no beiter offlecr i te anuy.  Jouned intely
Belure um wpon the brow of a bill, commanding
the road, lay & splondid intrenobment; while
immedintely befarn it sud extending down for
sowe distance, were plles of greon brush four
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tirocted by the Limmt, Col, than whom thers | ©
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o five fect deop. We approsched from the | |,

hotiom, through the wonde, and as woapprosch«
ol the oulskirte the Colopel halted us.  This

Lat no sign of an enemy conld we seo.  (This

skirmisher's deill) Thea the word forwand
wis given, and we sorambled through the brysh
nod started for the battery, catching up the
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binckberrion as we went along. We reached | ,,

the intrenchment, but found It was deserted. | |

They had left evideatly iu great haste, ns we

found warm beend in the ditak, and a knopsack f‘:



' lwlonging 1o the Taealowa ¥V olunteers. There
: wern two lotters inslde which [ meant to bave
seut homoe, bat | have Jost thoni,

We prooeedin] n short Jistanoe farther when
firing was Leasd on the right, and = Rally on
the right " fmetvid lntely followinge.  We at onee |
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"1 ecavalry, which was roported 1o bo approsching
| dowa the road.  1i praved, however, to be our
own mea who belonged toanother beigado, and
: bad entervd Falrfux ia another direstion. We
| proceeded within atout a mile of the village
nod then cneamped.  We food o camp of the
Finth Rogiment of Twelve Month Volunteers,
of Alabama, which bad ot been evacunted
fabove au bhour. Platals, bowie kalves, coffee
| pots, chalrs, camp stoonls, &o., were foand sest-
tered about in great confusion, sud overy vol-
| notoer bad sosnctlidug or other oo the emd of
s bayonel.  We found o flag or banner of
| some sort beloaging to the regiment, whieh wus
tora to pieces In & Jilly—a pleve of whieh 1 vn-
| elowe an a trophy of war,
We sncaped here all night, and early in the
| morsing took the rond for Ceptreville, nbont 8§
! milen distant. We arrlved there withewt mo-
| lestation, and encamped within a wile of the
{village. We hud ot boen encamped over wn
| bour, when a heavy eannonnding was beard (o
| the West, followed by masketry, which lasted
| aboul an bour and ahalf.  This was the et
| bartle with waskod batteries, the partioulars of
which you are doabtless better posted on than
[ wm. | saw a great wany of the wontded In
Centreville ihe next duy, and also somn of the
dead. T saw thom bury & sergennt of the Bos
| ton Fusiloers. The grave was aboat four feet
deep, and with a plees of carpet wrappod about
him o wis burled.  The Fire Zonavos arrived
the next day, and encamped in the field adjoln-
log ux. They are n bardy appearing sot, and
looked ns though they could fight MNko the
“Old Harry," which was plainly made evideut
the next day.

At #ix o'clook we received orders to he in
reudiness to march st two o'clock, the 18th be-
Ing assigued the post of honor, the cight, We
were Toused up at two, and at five ommenced
oar march for the enemy, acoompanicd by
Green's tattery, and followed by the 16th and
324 Volunteer Regiments of N. Y.  We rvached
the point where the fight was ubout 7 o'clock,
and the battery opened five upon the spot where
the rmasked battery was supposed to He, but no
aswer was rocelved.  We were posted fn the
rear of the Battery, to prevent a flank move
ment of the edemy 10 cuplure the pleces. We
were supplanted by the 161h fo the course of
three hours, aud wete seal (ato the woods to
bead off anotber sutioipated wovement of the
encmy, Agaly we were marehed a wile or %0
*tdouble quiek ™ down the road. In faot, we
we wero Kept ebanglng nround all the whale
day. Towards evonlog we heard firlng lo the

‘divedtlon whiete we were stationed fn the moe- |-

ing, sud na officer rode up and ordoned us up
to support (he bublery at o ¢ double quick.”
We bad got abowt hall way thepe, whea we
wet thew retrvating,  We ascertained that the
baltory had bees attucked by a thousaag rifle:)

to cupture thew. lu fact, we were within 600
feet of & masked battery when we were in
the woods, bat they did not fire upon us, &ol
1king the looks of vur rifles After our with-
drawal the aitack was wade, aud our ballery
opoad upou the rificmen aa they came vut of

324 Girlug ove volley and thou retreatiog, sad

closed up and propared to recelve n charge of ||

wen, who had been walting all day for a chauoe |

¢ woods, scattering them o all dircations, the |
the 16th not fGrlng one. Col, Davies oadered |

the retvoat, aod he acbillery bod W withdeaw,
battery told Col. Jackson, “ My God, Colonel,
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bk with seluciasse. The commuades ﬁHhor‘
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1 wish 1 d ye
recelved praise from
| the Just re

Centroville
und when
| drop to thé 4

Coamgreville & ways as a munl und we rested
A00iY nn hour, but hed to keep awake, We

Fwern then ontied up, snd weme kept

i m mmh wtil o hed I*‘nirl'u.'
| it Berd athit al b Jand then started |
n

for Aloxaudcia, & distanion on the whole of 23
milex.  The way was strown with baggage wag-
 ons, which wers turned over, run into fences,
[ and Aheir contents strewn siong the vond.
| panle, 1t wooms, had selzod the dri vers, and th.
| had overtaroed thelt wagnos sud dariod bae “I

| helterskelter,  The regimout kept toge ther
L until we reacted Phlffax. After that they |
I commenced to fall Behind.  THe rogime ot |
i renched  Alexandria about 10 ﬂlﬂut a, m—
| that is, about 200 of them. I dia’ ol roach |
| there until abont 6 o'cleslk, sopping along the |
| Toad te'enol some eofife, 1 could write on for
| any length of time, "“I'. l.nli-hnnd "
forth, but T am pretty well tited end. Iy the
by, to ong the climax, aftor we arrived here our
| whole Cowpany war pat oft picket guard, lﬂﬂi
| we did nol gel any slecp theo exoupt whnt we |
could seal. We solfored greatly for water unl
| var march, drinking u;uun; we could find,
| afong the way. 4. B Kina.
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