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13th NY at Bull Run. Ensign Gilbert,
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Iuteresting Letter from Ensiga Gilbert,
of Company B.
Font Besserr, July 20, 1861,

Dean P—: [ am here on the Polomar, agaln.
We bave been through the fight  We left our
eamp at Centreville at 2 a. m., Sunday morning,
and warched on untll we met a masked battery,
when we halted, and our battery was put In po.
sitlon, and commenced firing. The envmy would
not respuad.  Qur artillery then lred across the
fickd Into the enemy In the field. Company A,
Capt. I'vrxay, und Company F, Capt, Ssirn,
went forward as skirmishers, and exchanged
shots with the enemy.  One poor fellow shouted
aeross the WL *Come on, you damned abolition.
Ists! We'llattend toyou!™ Wesoon heard that
Col. Muuter was coming up on our right.  The
enemy wera In full vetreatin that direction, Iun.
ter met them, und put them to flight.  The fight.
ing wax severe. . We lay In the woods walting,
Eoon ordens eame for us o reluforee Col, Hune
ter,  Vhe Gh took the lead—the Fith followed:
then came the Wthe. Wo svon camne to Bull's
Run, It war quite deep, and the bank some
four feet high, We Jumped from the bunk Into
the stream, shontiug ab the top of our volees.
The enemy on the hill led.  As we came up, we
fired acruss the tield at tbem. [ eamo ucross a
negro, feolng witho gun.  He sald be lved near
by, I made him deliver bls gun. | found it
lvaded.  We wenl on a half malle or nure, the
enem) Ueeing, when we wore drawn up (n line
of battle.  Major General MeDowell rode along
saving that the day was ours.  We cheered Li'm
heartlly,
AL this moment, {wo batteries opened upou us,
Our reglment marched down In fromt of them,—
The balle flew In amouy us, cutting down several
of our men.  Wo balted under the hill awhile,
and while here, T was gtruck by a sbell, and

L. Wapswonrtn rode along our lue, saylng that
the cuemy were fiylng. Our artlllery were playing
upon them.  The balls from the cnemy's batter-
les flew neross the hills, making sad work aiuong
the . 8. troops. 1 could =ee some four or five
thousand of our troops engaged, now driving
the enciny, now belug driven back.  Jlorses
wore running riderless over the fleld, and dead

thrown to the ground, but not Injured, J.uu:u[n,
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and wounded strew ed the ground, | fo
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Soon the order camo for us to advanee. Weo
went forward at double quick, across tbe hrook,
anid up the hill towards the battery, At the
right of the battery was w house.  Gen. MeDow.
FLL came wlong and suld: * The Lith will go up
near the house, to support the left wing; the
house Is In possession of our troops,”  We went
forward (o within twe hundred feet of the bouse,
and halted.  We were soon dred Into from the
house,  We lny down on onr faces. [ went fors
ward, towards the huuse,  As Lstepped furward, J
I 21w a vecenslon flag over In a valley, or gally,
at tho right, | drew up my ritle, and tred at the
color-bearer, and struck oue of the celor-guard,
Walting to see whether he was hilled or not, 1
vecelved n shot from another secessloulst. The
ball weut through a aleeve of my arm, making
two holes In my coat, and twa In my shirt, and
Just gz )y wem. The boys then fired with.
out wultlng  for onders, Kllling thls fellow, amd
taany others, )
© o WA poon came runnlug down from (he
honse, and gave up hils sword and plstol to Llent.
MeNutt. Tnen the firlng continued, and wo
soull found that there were sume 1500 robiel
trwopy helind the house Wy toohed around
and saw that all had fied  Wo then withdrew.
Fuimo thirty inen remalned with wo by the fence,
aud checked the approwch of the rebels, Moy of
all companies were With e Une of onr wn,
John King, shot the color-benrer, W fought
fora long time, then withdrew to our colors,
formed, and came from the feld. 1 stopped ta
Bet water, and lost the reghioent  J then wont
vl alune. AL night [overtoeh Licut. Fuller smd
the Heutenant prisoncr,  We stopped toguther
near Conterville, abont one mile on the other
sldu, In our morning camps,  There wo rematn
Cd Wil wornlng, when wo came pn our way,
We soen found that the whole army bad gone to
Waaluingtoy the same night. | coma the neyt
duy.  The road was strewed for miles with bag-
gige of all hinds, and straggling soldiems, At
Centreville 1 tried to form a company of the
stnyrzling soldiers, but could wet do It Qur
rehiment Is In i dletructyd poditlong-thy tuen
are worn, selek nnil werry. They fuught well,
and distingushed themeelves o The b 1y have
ball Yoles thruugh thom,

We recelved anurder yeslerday to go home,
We suppused It was becayse all the throg ipoyths
men were 10 Lo diwcharged  Todda) weo dou't
know what 5 (o by done.  Qur thos will cxpire
o a Jittly wory than tan viechs, sud then you
Hpay papeet 12 ogy e, About nity Kuled, wound-

i and misslug 1@ vut reginent. We i o chargy
vl For Burnstt, wenr Fort Corcorou, Wo ey |7



hye till I hear from you. Tmly, E. 8 G

From Company E, Thirteenth Regimentess
Abonut Those Colars.

We extroct from a private lotter writlen by a
member of Co. E, Capt. Scurerrel, to & friond
(o this eity, hesaye: It Is udeless for me to al.
t:mpt a deseription of the hattle. It Ia eoough
tosay that we disputed every Inch of ground
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proportion of three to one. I did not expeet that
" we should atand Itas we did. T wish you could
| have seen the 13th sall In. The color gliven to us
by the ladles of Roclester were borne through
thie Night and safely back to comp by the color
bearers, not however withoul reeciving a fow
bullet Lolea In them, We rallled around Lhemn
three thmes for thelr defence, and it was plain to
eve thal, sooner than let those colors go, they
would dle.

When we relreated jL wae done In good slyle,
with colors fiylng. [ understand that our regl-
ment has been turned over by Gov, Moroax to
the Presldent for our remainingd wo years cf ser.
vice. We werv expeeting arders to be mustered

Jlong facea are t hg aeent In the eanp to-day.
Well, it Is prohably for the best, for what wonld
half of the regiment do If they should come
home.  Why, lay around useless and lille,

Our boya fecl Indignant al those New York
City Reporters, for piving other regiments the
credit of a large share of the work done by the
Biondy Thirteenth, but [ suppose they mistook
us for rebels In our “Shoddy Grey™ uniforins,
which now look shaddier than ever. Give my

best respeets to the Lone Star boys, “
[ — — el il e .

out of the eorvies jn »  »w days, and plenty of

fivo large guns In i, We can hold It. Qood |

' with them, although the rebels were ‘n tho |
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