‘Walton's Daily Journal [Montpelier, VT]
2d VT at Bull Run. Two letters.

a8 llﬂ'.'lt!‘.'ﬂ g

SBEF T &=wPE T o

Correspondence of the Journal
FROM THE SECOND VT. REGIMENT.

Wepxesoay, July 24, 1861,

Last Sundsy morning at 2 o'clock we re-
ceived orders to march immediately towards
Maoassas Junction. The Vermont &ﬂl is
in the third Brigade and under Brig. General
Howard of Me., occu the left flank of
the brigade. The number of brigades were
divided into three divisions, ours under Gen.
Hentzleman, the whole force being command-
ed by Gen. MecDowell and amounting h.inl
forty thousand men, who were
Centreville, Va., sbout fourtcen miles ﬂ‘o.l
Manassas Junction and asbout twenty-five
from Washington. The whole colamn ex-
tended some two miles and it was near 5 A.
‘M. before our regiment moved. ‘We were

| provided with one days' rations and »

' that when we advanced they would fall 3
also expecting victory as a matter of course.
Through carelessness on my part I got
rated from the Second and went with
worth's Zouaves, advancing on the right

 while the Second went to the lefi, 8
Manassas as our concentrating point. But
our scouts composed of the Rhode Island 1st
,and 2d, and New York 71st, encountered two
' rebel regiments advancing from Winchester,

| Va., towards a pointl.htl-lo below what is

called Bull's Run, and after a little severe
| fighting the rebel’s retreated, and as Governor
| Sprague appeared before his regiments he
was enthunutwﬂly cheered with cries—*'the
'day is ours!” Sprague is said to have had
two horses shot from under him, and the 24
R. L. lost their Colonel (Slocum). Soon af-
|ter,as we advanced in column, the repeated
discharges of cannon and the showers of
grape that we found thrown among us, told
that the enemy was not ours, but that we had
one of their noted masked batteries to cap-
ture, Soon again, we heard the rapid firing
of musketry on the other side and we drew
up by brigades and advanced towards the
summit, where we could see the smoke from
their battery, under the protection of our ar-
tillery. We found the attention of their
to be drawn toward the R. . Artillery, which
they were endeavoring to silence. Our brige
ade advaneed within ten rcds of their infan-
try and each fired nearly at the same moment.
The Zouaves suffered nttdni;:ly ; also lh::‘h-
nesota regiment, wou or killing L
quarter ?ir"mh From s wounded
I learned that the force stationed at this point
nmonnted to 65,000 men, under command of
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]nmnunted to 65,000 men, under comm;d of
Gen. Barlow, and that Beauregard had 75,-
000 more at Manassas ready at any moment
to reinforce him. He said that both Gener-
als knew that our force amounted to only
forty or fifty thousand, and that it was insul-
ficient, and intended to cut us all up, and cut
off our retreat, to make our total defeat cer-
tain.  After desperately fighting against such
fearful odds we were ordered to retreat.—
As soon as the enemy found we were leaving,
they fired it seemed, three times where they
did once in the hottest of the action, and our
soldiers scattered in every direction to avoid
the grape and cannister, as well as the long-
ranged rifled cannon. After harassing us
thus and daring the time, they cut us off
when we least expected it, by about a thou-
sand cavalry, who were upon us, charging
fearfully. It created such a havoc and panmie
that the whole army fled in all directions ;
some however taking the main road to Cen-
treville, whereupon they were again cut off,
and dropped everything, even their coats, se
panic stricken were they. [ got over a fence

|and laid very quiet until the black horsemen
| had passed on. Our cavalry or artillery did

us no good, the former rushing passed us and
going ahead.

| never saw a sett of men so afraid before.
They all run, no ona dared to stop three wi-
nutes even to rest, they expected the whole
force after them as they saw the infantry a-

| bout to follow, but nothing could have caught

us in our flight. They had no regard at all
to the orders of their officers but all seemed

|to the eager in looking out for his individual

| self.

Gen. McDowell was insane in marching 85

{or 40,000 men, right up to a masked battery

defended by some 63,000, reinforced by some
30 or 40,000 more, making in all about 100,-
000, almost three to onme. This was fearful
odds, and one could expect nothing but sure
defeat. If wehad not been allowed to ar-
rive safely and garrison the fort on Arlington
Hights, what would have been the conse-

| quence to Wuh::ron? It would ~ertainly
| have been captured.

Fairfax Court House
and Centreville are at present occupied by

|rebels, They thought we had a larger army

of the best fortified entren that we have
yet seen. All our artillery with the ex
tion of two pieces foll into the hands of
rebels. Our t now is some four
miles from :
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Company F,

rich who was shot at the first volley, as T have
not seen my regiment yet I do not know of

others that were shot.
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“T.H.C."” writing from Washington, July
24, to the Burlington Times, furnishes addi-

tional particulars respecting the Vermont
Regiment, from which it will be seen that

they were not furnished with the new Enfield
guns which were promised, but went into the
battle with their old “smooth bores.” Some
luck regiment undoubtedly had the nice rifled
guns which we understand were offered to
Vermont by parties in Canada, but refused.—
The War Department had given no suthority
to purchase them, and of course it could not
be done ! We give the principal portion of
the letter as follows :

Our men, wearied and fatigued by the long warch in
the sun, without breakfast and water, and being attacked
at once upon their arrival, it will be seen they fought at
great disadvantages.  In fact it seems almost incredible
that they could have enduared it half the time they did —
The Vermont regiment was the first in the brigade, as |
am informed, to commence the action, and were kept in
the hottest of the battle most of the time, and were the
last to leave the feld, and never llnti:aothf whole mg:!e-
ment did they exhibit any dissatisfection, until the order
came to retreat.  With this they were very much dis

The enemy used the best rifled cannon, mostly, bring-
ing their infantry and eavalry into setion only when ne-
censary to make a charge. It must be evident 1o every
one that under these circumstances, armed as our regi-
ment was with the poorest arms, they could not do great
execution aguinst an enemy thus protected, however
brave and determined they might be. | have seen every
captain and officer of our regiment since the engagement,
and received from each their statement as to their por-
ticular commands, and the wonder is that they were not
completely annihilated, and | have yet to see the first sol-
dier who was not cool and fearless during the whole time,
and who is not dissatisfied that they were called away.—
The Brattleboro Company, Captain Todd, being the Com-
pany carrying the flag, received the most injury, their
captain receiving a ball through the throat in the early
part of the action and was carned from the field.

While some companies were in worse positions than
others and of course were ealled upon to do more, still
there were none of them but what fought desperately and
until the last moment.

Probably the Beunington Company, Capt. Walbridge,
did more execution than the others, from the fact that
they were the only company who have Minnie muskets or
rifles. In every instance, Capt. W, told me, whenever
he came into fair action with a company of rebels, he
silenced them after four rounds. The other companies
fought at a great disadvantage, their muskets being a
i-.out weapon to contend with the rifles of the enemy.—

wvery Captain gives his men much credit for their obedi-
ence 1o orders and bravery during the whole action, and
our whole regiment came from the field to Centreville in

pexfect order. Lieut. Col. Stannard, (although not well |
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when he came on to the field) and Major Joyee behaved |
most nobly, gallantly and bravely—being at their posts |

in the midst of a perfect shower of balls and shot, rally-
ing their men, and issuing their orders with coolness

and dispateh.  The men are universal in their express- |

ions of praise and admiration of the conduet of these of-
ficers, as well as that of Adjutant Ladd, who passed
from company to company in the midst of the thickest
fight. Assistant Suargeon Carpenter remained at the

ospital, some two miles from the battle field to take
care of the sick and wounded as they were brought in,
and so remaised in active discharge of his duties until
the ﬁnenl rout, when the hospital was fired into vy the
rebels and destroyed—the sick escaping in every possible
way as best they could—Surgeon Carpenter was the last
to {rlﬂ' it, and not until every man was away. No man
upen the field was more cool in the performance of his
duties ‘tbsn Surgeon l?ul!!:ﬂiwin' I:m :pol:. himself th;
duty of going upon the th the ambulanees, to pic
up the toq:.'dor and take then. to the hospital, which
proved to be the most dangerous part of all.

The mmmdu on the ambulances, in a short time
every one which Dr. Ballou had was shot to pecies, with
the wounded in them, he narrowly escap'ng many times,
and finally, when he came in with the last one, it was
struck by a ball, separating it from the horses, and about
the same time a charge was made by the Black Horse
cavalry, of Alexandria. which created a stampede, when
the Doctor, mounting one of the horses, leit the field —
This was after the whole army was in retreat, and there
was general consternation. He s)on found a wounded
soldier, whom he put on the horse, and being separated
from the regiment, made his way back to Alexandria
walking through the woods 30 miles.

t to say that there is dissatisfactivn with Col
Whiting, whether justly or unjustly is not for me to say.
If all reports are correct it isdue to him, and to the brave
sons of Vermont who have fought so gallantly, that the
matter should be investigated  Every soldier who survi.
t«:h is ;:ld]’ d.trm:h :‘nxlouo tn illureh to the blttlt-le:d

; but un r present im respecting the
al. they will enter a battle with little ma“nu.n'

Col. Bowdish, Wm. G, Shaw, John B. Page, F. Chaffee |

and myself spent Friday and Saturday last with the ar-
my at Centreville, and left about six hours before the
were ordered to prepare for battle. Yesterday Col. B,
and myself spent at Alesandrisa gathering a list of the

» Which as near as we can ascertain up to the
hour of writing, is as follows




Company A, Capt. “'-dhndyr_ Bennington,

Aundrew J. Noyes—Flesh wound below hip, was in ame
bulanee coming from the field,

Wi, E. Murphy—Left on the field to take care of
Noyes.

omas Morrissey —Sick before the battle and suppos-

ed to be a prisoner.
! Co. B, Capt. Hope, Castleton.

Warren Gifford, Danby—Wounded in the hand, left
camp at Centreville.

Jeremiah Bolton, Hydeville—=Flesh wound in thigh,
" | last seen at hospital near field.
|  H. L. Breckensaid, Rutland=—Killed.

Co. €, Capt, Todd, Brattichory'.

‘T'his is the only company of which we have uot full re-
tarns. The Capt. is at the National Hotel in this City
and will soon be out, He says that about a dozen of his
company are missing
' Co. D, Capt. Dillingham, Waterbury.
| P, F. Flaherty—gave outon the field.

John Gwoing—-wounded in the foot—-last sern om
the field.

John H. Muarray, Duxbury, seen on field.

Dan. K. Stickney, Berlin, seen on field.

These are supposed to be prisoners.

Co. E. Capt. Smith, Tunbridyge.
Harrison Dewey, Royalton—Ilast seen at Centreville,

weary.
s, L D. Goodale—last seen on retreat.
Edson W 8. Chelsea~last seen on retreat.
George A. Martin fell out before reaching the field.

& .t Waldo, Royalton—left in the hospital at Centerville
ck.
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Co. F. Capt. Randall, Montperlicr.

Vietory Goodrich, Roxbury—Killed.
Benj. Taylor, Montpelier—last seen on the field,
' Co. G. Capt. Drew, Burlington.
| Capt J.T. Drew was sick Saturday and when they
were ordered to march insisted on going, and was last
seen 2 &f'ﬁnl Blise of Bennington Co. about 2 miles
from the field at the hospital, probably prisoner.
t Geo. W. Woodward, Jntl’oﬂl—lan seen
onretreat before the cavalry attack.

H. W. Conroe, South Hero—last seen on retreat before
the ca attack.
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| 1 at his
:“y.'mml may be with him. i

Co. H. Capt. Burnham, Fletcher.
'oulhz..-m shot off and amputated, left
near the fleld.

Bq]'..znh.!onlh Hero—last seen ou retreat before |
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seen on the field.

Geo. H. Lewis, fifer, not seen since he went into the

Co. K, Capt. Eaton, Vergennes.

Henry Huntly, seen ou retreat.

From this it will be seen there are but about 46 wissing
and but 8 known to be dead Soldiers are consiantly
coming in, and as it is about 30 miles from the Potemae
to the field of battle, and the country intervening being
covered more or less with woods it will take some time
for them to come in. | have no doub: the missing will
be reduced to 20. | may not be correct in all my account
but have given from the best authority 1 could get.
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