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The Fifth Virginia Hegiment in the Batile
of Mannssas,

Early Sonday we were aroused by the drumn
beating the long roll, and we immediately form
ed in live of battle, Sooo the euemy cowmmen-
ced a beavy cannonadibg cn cor right, which
our accomplished Geoerals soon discsvered w be
a feiut inade by the enemy to sitract our atten-
tion in that gunarter, while their real attack
woold be made oo the extreme left. We were
immedisicly ordered to take position several
wiles to the leit. We hud pot been in position
luog, Lefore it beeame evident we were in a
warin neighborbood. The enewy’s actillery, just
in onr frunt, but hid from our sight by a skirt
of woods and zn eminence between us, tLunder-
ed furth its deadly missiles, and. presently, too,
the sharp, ringing erack of the ritle was lLeard,
showing that the advanee guard ot skirmishers
had met. Cavalry sdonts could be seen, gallop-
iug withio the lives, when a terrible voiley of
muzkels ,, ilumediately 1 var front, assored os
that the vall hed opened, aud tle fight Lad com-
wenged in ri‘ht good esrpes’,

Between 9 sad 10 o'elock A. M., the epemy,
in tresnendons foree, sdvaneed his right against
our left, with tle view of tarning our lett wing
aud #-ming position in the riar of the “Juoe-
ton." They were wet by several South Caro-
lins regimeunts (izeluding Hampton's Legiou) and
the Alnbama 4ih, vur regiment (the 5th Virgin
ia) being beld in reserve ; but svon we were or-
dered torward to sapport the 4th Alabama. Oc
our way to take position on a hill we were met
Ly & por-ivs ot s Soath Carvlics regimeat who
had been cowpelled o fall back by an overwl el-
wing twiee, snd who intormed us that the 4th
Alubams was beiog literally cut 1o pieces. Here,
nl=0, we et two pieces of the Washington (La.)
Artillery retiring, baving expended their stock
of anunupition. This was by no means encour-
sging, but we felt the necessity tor greater exer-

tton on oar patt, & d forward we roshed to the
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tion on our part, a: d forward we roshed to the
assistance of our trierdds. Amid a perfect show-
er of musketry aod cannon bslls the eommarnd
to Lale and lie dosu was given, as it was impos-
sible for ns to return the ecemy’s fire, they be-
ang completely eheltered by the bill. Not beiog
able to return the enemy’s fice, or even see them
oar men cried out o be led forward or taken
back te tho foot of the hill ; bot onr gallant Col.
Harper ns=ure . os that Le had po orders to sd-
vance, but was directed to oceupy this position
until the enemy shonld make their ep|earance,
when we were to fire and charge baycnets,

Fioally, the order to advance was given, and
aoder & perfect shower of shell and shot we a-
rose aud started op the nll. A portion of oar

regiment wisuaderstaudivg the order, we wtrn*y

thrown into teraporary coufasion; but soen ral-
led, and our gullant Major W, S, H. Baylor,
taking the lead we rushed forward and gained
the position on the Lill bebind some old houses,
Betore we gained position, however, the Fourth
Alabama Regiment had been eompelled to re—
treat, end we tound ourselves Iace to face with
2 powerful force of the enemy, and conspicnous
among them was the famous Eilsworth Zonaves.
Just in our frous was the Second New York
Regiment. On the left of them the Zounaves
were stationed, while oo our right, and complet. -
ly fanking 0s, wes the First or Second Maioe
Regiment. We fired a telling volley of musket-
ry into the regimesnt in our front, which drove
thern rapidly to the rear. This drew the fire of
those on oar left vpon us, sod while eogaged
with them, the Masine regimeot on oar right,
(whom we supposed at first to be friends,) advan-
ced rupidiy upon uvs, ead sheltering themselves
by lying duown pehind a fence, they poared a
most destructive fire inlo vor ranks, and here
some of our best aod bravest mea fell. Here the
uoble and brave Billy Woodward exelaimed, “I
will never retreat. ‘Give me liberty or give we
death.'”  His hps had scarcely given utierance
to these heroic woerds, when a ball pierced his
brave hesrt. L soun beeame evident that with
our single regiment it wae impossible to main-
tain the position, exposed es we were to a centra
sed tworakieg Haok fires from at least four times
oor nomber
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We therefure fell back o & ekirt of woods some
bundred yards in the resr, where we were joined
by a postion of the Alsbama 4%, who bad
fought so gallantly aad sutfered so terrib.y at the
housg va the hill befure we came op. A portion
ol & Suuth Carciina regiment alzo joined in with
us Liere, and during the reaf of the evenicg we
fonght side by eide.

ln every part of the fieid the contest now rag-
ed, sud desperate effurts were nade by each
party to gain some decided advavtage, withont
npparont success, though taey grestly outnom-
bered £s, and T louked onat the terribly ang
desperate strife without being able in my ows
mied to deterinine which woeld be vietora,

Greatly to the encouragen‘ent of oar brave
troops, who were so hervically strog;ling againat
superior numbers, several fre-h huuaﬁeaqmdu

tlieir apjearauce end took position ou an emi-
pence jost to oar left,

These opened upen the enemy, whose main
columu was sheltered bebind a gradually sloping
hill, thickly eovered Ly suail t:mber, and nro-
teoted by a part of thie cclebrated Sherman Bat-
tery. A tremendous cannonadiog now took
place thatdar surprssed suytbiog I ever hoagin-
ed. It appesred to me &3 if Hearen sud saorth
were being rent msunder, so terrible was the
crash sud rour of the nopster instroments of
death, Several times the enomy attempted to
rally for & charge oa our batteries; bat when-
ever their lines came within the terrible dischar-
ges of ronnd shot and eani-ter from oor batteries
swept them like ehafl before the wind, their
long and sple didly- formed lines fairly melting
jswey.  Yet (e tremendous forca befurs us
aeemed not to diminish, sad every ioch of nd
wus contested with sallen and dehrminemm,
cur binve Lreope fighting with renewed en
and sigor. Being parcbed with thirst and s)-

to be 1 braneh or mud hole, and drank copioa-ly
of the moddy water, aod was jos: returaning to
iy regitneol whea [ met Gen, Johnston, who
inguired of me to what regineat I belonged.—
[ wid bim. He then inquired how Gen. Jack

1 |s0n's Brigade wes g.sl.t.iug_ slong. I told him we
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wost extausted, I ran down to whai appeared |
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| were ﬁgh:i-n,;_ ‘hrn:tj' and well, but agsinst large

e | body of cavairy, namberiog probably s thoosand,
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odds, and needed help. He at ooce sald, go juin
your regiment and tell them to hold their posi-
uon, 20d in a few moments [ will sondl reinforce-
ments to their aid, | horred Yack to my regi-
went with & hghter heart than T left it

Oa resching the top of the biil, I cculd see in
the directivo of Mavassas Junction & large col-
vmn of wet spproschiog, sad fliog past them,
wiih the swiflces of the wind, was s splendid

These cawe rashiog on like a wighty lorreut,
with driawn sabres glittenug ic tha eveniog's
bright sunbeams, mounted vt steeds which see' s

waged by wan aguiost bis tellow mao. [ snog
recugoized this to be the splendid bod 5 of Unv-
slry commanded by the gallsnt Col. Stuarr, of
which the exceliect company from Angusts
(Capt. Patrick’s) focins & part. In the inesu-

perron, and appruachicg our regiwent tugaired

| Wliv we were, 80d on being inforwed, be

ed to be maldened by the coutest that was bewng |

. M

time, Gon. Deaaregard sppeared on the field in |-
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ed nsin the following cheering Inoguage; “Fight
on, brave Virgioia ; the day is ours ﬂ?}-
where else, and it most be here also.” He then
commauded nt:;lhﬂu' hi';n, and, with a lood
ocheer, we rue ﬂril;ud, etermin du
eommanded, or die. nryiom 5
By this titne Sherman’s battery had evidently
become somewhat disabled, and had slsckened
its fire 8 lictla. Our cvarse was turved directly
in that direction. We resched the top of an
eminence, fired a volley s0d at a chisige bayonets
rushed down upon it. We fiund that every
horse attached to the baltery was either killed
or disabled and not & man, except the desd and
wounded were left with the guns, :
Alm~st every company in the regiment claim
the credit of first reachiug the battery. I would
pot do injustice to any. Baut & proper regard to
trath, andjhonor to whom honsor is doe in this
particolar aet, compels me to say that the lefs ot
the regiment, under the command of Major Bay-
lor, was the first Lo reach the immedi.te vicinity
of the battery, and corporals K. T. Buacber, of
the West Augusts Guards, Capt. Waters, and
Johu Sutz, of the Angusts Rifles, Capt. Antrim,
were the first men to reach the captured guns.—
Carporal Pucher sprang astride ove of the pieces
sod fired his mosket at the retresting evemy.
By this time the reinforcements I referred to
coming from the direction of Mavassas, had arri-

 ved ou the grouad, and, unperceived either by

08 or the enemy, marched rapidly to our lefrand
to the right of the Federal forees under.cover of
s skirt of weods. These troops ccosisted of
tliree Tennessee and ose. Virginia regiments;
from (his position they poared into the ranks of
the enemy (who were partly concealed by thick
ar.dergrowth,) the wost terrible and deadly vol-
ley of musketry I ever witnessed; and then,
with a shoot that rent the sir, they rushed in

tone geand aweeping charge upon them, The en-

| emy, terror stricken, broke ranks snd fled in the |
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le | emy, terror stricken, broke ranks snd fled in the

wildest covfusion over the hill; the cavalry
clarged upoa them, sending terror and disinay
among their slready confused and broken ranks:

the guos of the captured batteries were turned
againét them ; batteries were rua upon eminen—
ces which commanded rodds slong which they
retreated, and which rnked and ervshed their
disordered colams dreadfally, and shouot after
shout rent the air from the viectorious Southern

trovpe.
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