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2d Wisconsin at Bull Run.
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the Second Regiment.

; ForT ConcoraN, July 29, 1861.

" Mes<rs. BLiss & Sox: 1 have deiayed

writing you anything in relation to the great

ba‘tle, and great defeat as it is also called, at

Bull’s Run, suppusing, in the first place, that

sone one else had written you ; sud, in the

second place, being desirous of getting in”

formativn of the whereabouts of several mem-

bers of vur company who were missing. The

full account with particulars you will find in

the uewspapers, most of which are nearly

true. But there are many omissions of im-

portance. For iustance, in your paper ot the
23rd, which we just received to-nighi, the
2ud Wisconsin is not mentioned as bemng in
the fight at all. Now, the truth is, we ¥ ere
m buth baitles at Bull's Run,on the 18t h and
21st. But we did not spend $69.00 to hire
reporters Lo blazon our deeds to the country
through a venal press ; and what 8 1gore, our

- Letter from

i vfficers actually refused to pay the $50.00

which was d :inanded for doin’s sa iu one par-
ticular cuse.

I can ou'y give you 2 ¢r,ndensed narration
of our part in the procee dings,

e qUOTUM MI s pars fui,’”

as I would say, had [ the vanity of ZEneas
whea be told his story to the confiding ear of
Dido.
¢ We left our c2.mp near this place on Tues-
day, the 16:h, in the afiernven, with three
days’ ratious. in our baversacks, and with no
baggage except our blankets, which were
strapped over our shoulders. We marched
some ftificen miles and camped at Vienna,
where the Ohio voys were attacked in the
cars frory a masked battery some weeks ago.
Startingat daylight next morning we resamed
the march, passing through Germantown,
where we drew up for a fight, but one or two
sliots from our caunon sent the enemy flying
in doubls guick time. Here we found bar-
teries just deserted, and quite a guantily of
provisions. The batteries, I must say, like
mest we encountered on the road as far as
Centreville, seemed wore to have beeu built
to scure us than to injure us.  The roads, how-
ever, were obstructed with fallem timber,
which delayed us very much in removing
Here in Germantown, to the discredit of some
of our truops, oue or two houses were set on
fire and consumed. We pushied on from here
until within a short distance of Ceutrevilie,
when we camped, and the boys had a raste of
mutton, chicken, etc. The. scene
As
far alead and brek as the eye could reach the

secession
on the march, thongh tiresome, was ot

road was crowded with men, horses, baggage
wagons and artillery. It seemed the march
of an army to certaru victory.

o’cloek 1n the mor. ing, when we heard the
boowing of eanvon in advapee on gur. left.
This was Gen. Tyler’s first introduction to
the masked batteries of the rebels, About
four o’clock a courier eame riding up. his
horse covered with foam, with ordess for Col
Sherman to advance immediately with his
brigade. to whieh we were attached. OfF
course we lost no time, and 1n a few minutes
were on the mareh, and soon arrived on the
ground abuve the battery, and we e drawn up
The balls from the
rifled guns of the rebels flew around and over
us lively, erushing trees 1n their path and
killing one of our meu and, wouading two
others. Findmg it impossible to dislodge
the enemy without great loss of Life, we were
ordered to return to a eamp about a mile in

in live iy the wiads.

the main road.
Our toys had shown their courage and cool-

advance of Centreville, on

ness under fire without retornipg it, aud
were highly complimeunted by Coll Sherman.
We met while guing down to the attack the
12th New York and 2d Massachusetts, puff-
ing and blowing, saying they were all cut to
pieces and had left at least half of their reg-
imients on the field. Their fear lent wings
to their faney ; the whaole loss of all engared
being ouly some farty killed, but many scxt-
tered. There was no reason to complain of
the Mivers’ Guards,—all being ready to « go
in” and take a haund, and ouly one dndging
she balls which passed over our heads.

We now remained in camp quietly aswait-
ing reiuforcements uutil Saturday evening,

rations aud to be ready to start aiL 2 o’clock
the next mornipg. At this time every maa
was ready, his baversack filted with hard
hread and cold tonzue, and silently as possi-
bie we touk up ourline of march, over a Litly
and timbered eountry.  On the way we en-
countered sever:lot the “ contraband,” w. ose
masiers had deserted their bowes, having
beea 1mpressed ioto the vebel army. They
sard that the slaves were kept guiet by the
siory that the Northern men ouvly wauted to
get them to sell in Cuba. They did nou all
believe the story, however. ’They gave us
correct information in reference to the reebel
batteries, as subsequent events proved.

Of the tirst attack by the lefi wing, snd of
the ﬂ.‘ml:ing movenment of the right wing, I
We were in the cen-
ter, and fiom the pesition we occupied could
iell by the dust and smoke

have uot Lume to speak.

be progress of
At first, although, aiter
we were drawn into a line on the edye of the

the other divisions,

wood, we cvuld see a large exient of country,
where nol a man eould Le scep, and it was
only after our artillery began to play with

1 thin shelis and cannister shot th'.t the men

hegan to swarm out of thei- hollows, all of

P which were densely erowded.

Abenat 10 o'cluck, ziter the left wing had
taken the first masked baitery, and Hunter
and Heiutzelmaw had made their attack on

We lay in this camp until abeut 9 or 10

whea we recetved orders to prepare two days’ b

the right flank of the eaemy, we were orde--
ed to advauce, whick, ‘e did in double-quick
time; and after for ding a siream and elimb-
ing a precipitous Liuff, we formed in live of
battle. The fir 5t sight that net our eye was
the enemy ret ceatiug before the gallant eharge
of the New Yok Tist, who were slaying
them like gheep. The slaughter was awful.
But we %00 no time to lose. We advanced
Over & rise of ground and found ourselves
direc’ iy in front of the rebel batteries on.the
“PY.osite ridge. We marched torward under
thiic fire until we reached a hollow. when we
were partially protected from their shos, bug
not from their shell. A piece frum ape dent-
ed my sword, and others hit severnal of the
men, but nobody was killed. Wa ware soon
ordered 0 cross a muddy stream and charge
up the bill in the direction uf ane ol the
rebel batieries. This was, gallanily doae,
and the regiment drawe np in a road. flank-.
ing the battery. The Fire Zouares were
fishting gallantly oo our right.. Qur men
now went to work, with a will, aud stood
under the direct fire of a stroug body of in-
fautry for more thao an hour, and fuughu. with
a spirit and deterraination which was much
admired by their meighbors, the Zpuaves,
who cheered the Wi~eousin boys, and several
of them afterward remaked that the Zouaves
themselres did no better fghting.

A constant fire wag keyt up, only. inter-
rupted for an ipstant by the cry of some
traitor in camp, « Don’t shoot your frignds -”
Tne hoisting ot the stars and stripes by the
rebels deeeived many uvatil the deiusion was
dispelled by a vouley ol musketry. Soon a
movement ¥as discovered on ourricht which
proved to be a reinfurcement of fregh troops
from Manassas. Up to this time the victory
was with us. The evemy were giving away
in every direction, and bad lost sever:l of
their best batteries. We were now ordered
to tull back for the purpose of reforming our
ling and renewing the attack, and at the
snise time of evading the flank fire. We had
now bhad over tweniy men glled and sowe
sixty wounded. The regiment fell back to
the opposite ridge, and under the fire from
the batiery was thrown into some coufusion,
like all the others on the field. But the or-
der was given to fall in, and a large number
was collected around the flag under one of
the regimental officers, who conducted them
di.wn the hill wherethe panic had commenced,
apd then without any officer they made their
way with the crowd in the wake of the “glo-
ricus 6%ih” to Ceuterville. Near here the
regunent was re-orgamzed by several of the,
company officers, and marched in obedience
to orders from Gen. McDuwell to camp at shis
place,— a tedivus mareh of thirty-five miles,
atier fighting and marching from 2 v'clock in
the morning. We did nut arrive here till 10
a. m. on Mouday moruing. having rested only
two bhours at Fairfax. Thousands were 1
camp before us. What caused the panic, I do
not know. The newspapers may tell. 1
think it was a want of oflicers to rally the
msau. Ju certainly was not want of eourage
in the men, for they bad shown the contrary
it certainly was want of organizaiion that
caused the disastrous retreat, afier having a.
oue time gatned & glorioas victory.

The ioss in the Mipers' Guards was small
comyj ared with that in two or three other
companies.
Lieut. Bishop was detailed, just as we started
to muke the charge, with thirty men,to assist
in maosping and puitiug in position the big
thirty-two pound Parcott gun, and wholfouud
it hinpossible to rejuin the company under the
rakiug fire to which thzy would have been
e¢xposed. They did good service, hiowever,
wlere they were.

William Owens, of Dodgeville, was killed
by a shot through the head ; Lieut. LaFleiche

This was owing to the fact that

was wounded by a shot in the shoulder;
Lieut. Bishop was injured internally by hus
exe¢rtions ; Phillip Lawrence was wounded
by a shot in the breast; Emile Peterson was
.wounded by shot in the bip ; Christian Kess-
ler was also wounded, and 13 yet among the
missing.  James Gregory, George W, Dilley
apd Walter P. Smith bave not been heard,
from, and are probably taken prisoners, as
they were well when last seen. They are
“brave boys, and we hope to see them again

The wounded are all duiugt.

“spon. well and
will svou recover.

Of course, the boys were tired, and the
more so that they stood around the whole of
Muogday, in the rain, waiting for accommaoda-
Ftions at the Fort. They are recruiting rap-
wdly now, though quite a number are unwell.
Thoyz will go into the nexs fight, with more
cooulness, but not with more courage. Toey
fought Like old soldiers, and won the praise
uf all speciatys, huodreds of whom were
looking on.

1 neglected to mention the fact, that, soon
afier crossing Boll's Run, on the retreat, the
cavalry charged on the regimental colors,
Tie Wisconsin boys rallied around aud d:ove
back the cavalry aftey emptying eicht or ten
saddles,  The colors were not afterward dis-
turbed. .

We arz now encamped within the walls of !
Fort Corcoran, ready to assist in the defense |
of the caputal, which lies constantly in slght.'
How long we shall remain bere we do vot |
know. We hope to do our duty wherever we
are, and to have a share in the good work of
deliversng our country from thg epnspisatars
wha are seeking its destructiog.

Heopiog to have leisure to contizue this
brief correspondence, I miust retire to my
wearied pillow, as the snoreg of my compan-

ious remizd me that it is high time. A.
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