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SR
- WAR CORRENPONDENCE.
Letter from Capt. Locke.

» Wasmsaros, D. C July 24

g Pumexo Bexxmns —1 have a little time 0
. | write and will give you a few facts in relation
s | V0 Our engagement on the |5th inst.  You bave
) very likely seen several articles in the differ.
¢ | ent papers in regard to our ranning. | will tell
you the truth as near as | can get at it

When wearrived on the hill in sight of Buil's
Run, our batteries opened on the enemy and
drove them in the woods in & very short time
' ANer this was done the skirmishers were sent !

in the woods on the right and made o most  ©
| desperate fight of ten or fifteen ronnds, when  ©
' they were "hh"d s retreat 0 short distanee, ©
Next two of Sherman's howitzers well juanned U
were senl (o the right at the same place where M
the skirmishers were supported by the skir- .
mishers, and us on the reserve but o short
distance  from  the flold of action The ™
battery fired two rounds of canister shot and
were obliged o retire.  When they got clear
we were ordered by Gen. Tyler to fall in line
of battle, donble quick, which wax done with. *f
out & man Hinching or asking any question as |
to where they were going. We had nohody 1o | 0
support s either on the right or left, but we
marched up like heroes,

The battle fold  where the skirmish took | D
place, was open woods on the right wing and
n dense thicket on the left. where vour honor.
able sarvant happened to be, ([t in well enough
here to state that the right wing consisted of
the companies of Capts, Ist. Chureh ; 24, Bar-
oum; 3d, Brower ; 4th, Root ; Sth Cole, The | €8
left wing, tth, Capt. Brand ;| Tth, Locke | §th
Driscoll | 9th. Irish ; 10th, Stone.) The ail]l'ar.' on
ent companies continued and marched up iy | B9
double quick time throngh this dense thicket | X
which was almost impossibile to make our way
through, uutil the masked Lattery opened on | *
us with & most terrific fire. | gave the com.
mand for iy men Lo tire, which was done well,
and then gave the command to fall on the
ground and load, which they did and fired | W
again. Then thinking that unother fire would | B
kill balf or more of my wen, | gave the com-
mand o retreat, which wus given [ beljove
to ull the companies on the left sl purt of the :
right wing.

In getting out of this thicket on a retreat
the men got very much seattered, and when we
Kot to the open fleld it was almost impossible
t find balf of our men, ax part of the nen
ran considerable farther than | felt like doing
at that time,

There is no doubt but we have cowards in
our regiment, but we have sany quantity of men
that are of the best of metal. There aren
good many with differeut diseases, Some wantto
resign, and others want their discharge. 1 say
let them go by sl means, we want no such
men to fight such battles as we must tight,

Dar companies on the left wing got to within
twenty feet of this Hell Hole nnd I counld not
see o man ot that distance through this thick-
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mysell,” and did stop them, and several of the

miles, and remained there all night. and again |

Col, Walrath has been muoch censured for }'
this retreat. Isay Col. Walrath acted the part
of a soldierand a brave officer, He was nearer
the scence of action than his post required
him to be, and remained there during the most
intense fire I over listensd to, and when the
companies were on the rotreat, he did all any
officer could do to rally the companies, e
shouted, * stop those colors or [ will take them

companies, but afterwards they were obliged Lo
retroat to give the batteries s chance for a fires
which was kept up for nearly three hours
when our amunition gave outy and we all re-
treated to Centerville, a distance of about two

-

re-took our position In the morning and Kept
it until & general retreat,

I think there was 10,000 men in and around
this masked battery, against our brigade o
about 4,000. The men all done as well as
conld be expected of them.

We are now encamped in Virginia near the |
Long Bridge, where we expect to remain for a |
few days to get rested and repair damages, |

If our siek men don’t get better soon yvou I
will Hear from me agein. I have considerable

interest in their health. |

ul n‘m' :
Wilﬂ H&ow mnmn?d:? I T

I don’t think I shall return to Syracuse until f
this war isat an end. 1 had one man killed, |
Julius O. Westgate, and three others missing |
who are not known to our people in Byracuse |

Company F. 12th Regiment N. Y. V.
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