Syracuse Daily Standard, July 25, 1861. Letter of H.A.B.
March to Bull Run and battle at Blackburn's Ford. HAB = Henry A. Barnum,

Captain of Company |.

|
an WAR COHRHENPONDENUE.
" | premm Cmmin Wridge, ® miles above
tht Washing on the tomnarc, o Withs
e | im 4 miles of Manamas, Virginia, July
b itith, 1Tih, lﬂl.l_l'l'_t ith, 1501,
As Entrors Staxvagn - [Lis 28 o'clock, r. o
oy | Tuesday, July 16, and all is bustle and exrite-
s | ment at the camp of the Onondagas, Al who
of | are well are preparing themselves fur a march
viune and equipments are pit in order haver
sacks are filled with 2 dass rations of Lread
es, | crackers and meat canteens with coffes anl
18 | blankets are rolled sngly coruperwise el
m- | tied together and swung diagonally across the
he | body | resting on one shonlder  extra clothing
T | &, are all packsl awav and at the chli of
- | the dewm YOO Dnondagas toareh oot on the col.
Wy | or line, and in response to the clarion vulee of
= | onr gallant Uolone!, * right face e Hle nway
1% | tos the appointad place  for our regiment join
wllr lbf‘iﬂll'll“ i the line of suaech n the ilirec.
he tion of the enemy Lient. Wilinrt i« placed n
= command of the camp, and those who are ot
. for Lthe fatigues of the yurch, with Dre Todid as
|!-| physician, hobble vut to cheer us onound prove
" the chagrin which they feel at nol being able
e tee o with us.  Dar lndies have preceded us to
| the biridge to take leave of us at the farthest
: purssibde point. The 20 and Sl Michigan  fle
acrias the bridge, passing onr front, Justy
::_ cheers being exchanged between our regiments,
at AfTecting leave taking ovenes Tawtween ot il
. L and their lashbanicls amil dnnghiters, (and it
£a this connection | iast ot bon e Berole coriis
pones of Mres. Captan Brower anid her, s
~ | well us our, danghter Miss Ada ) wred we * for.
S ward, e right” an to the breidge which con.
I nects loval and rebel soll,  Renching the cen-
" ter uf the bridge we send back 3 hearty cheers
to onre old camp fag which thoats feom the blutl,
which is anawersd by our © eripples ™ ol thie
loud monthed guns which command the biridge.
1 Virginia's * saoeed soll " s reached, aml we (il
a [ 21owly up the hills snd wlong the fertile telds,
p [ and vallios of this old commonwaalth, once the
« | pride of Americans. now the mennest of the re-
4 | bel States,
d Hearcel¥ n male adalt s to be seon. all who
u f#re able to bear the mnsket having volunteer-
e 120 or been pressed into the service in the con-
, | federate aemy. The women  lock from their
¢ | windows  with sorrowing  conntenances, while
. the slaves hang uwpon or grin through the fen
1 ] e evidently uncertain in what sentiment to
o | indulge,  One Beautiful young ludy stands wt
! her gate with o detant sir, but lhier anuosand
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beauty is all that some of vur gallants discoy-
sewid, el Ihll_v are at  once "Ihimt_’b’." Sl
somplies with their request for water, bt wt
the smme time gives themn to onderstand most
smphatically that she is opposed 1o the invas.
ion of the Northern troops, and I8 decidedly n
asotoshor.”  But few slaves are seen nlong
e ronte, but many deserted howsos are ol
some  elegantly  Turnished  and  provisionsd,
Must of the families found ropresent themselves
to Do of strong Union senthnents, Ope man
sitting ona fence, points out the hoase o which
the poll of the precinet was held ot the elee.
tion for or against secession, and informs s
that it ia the only precinct that gave a Union
majority in Eastern Vieginia,
three hearty cheers for the precinet, and ac the
request of wur informant, 3 wore for Western
Virginia,

thier route extends throagh o beautifully
woled country, though everything about the
improveinents betoKens a laxity in farm man-
pgement which is not fonnd North.

At about 7 miles Do onre starve, we fall in
with the skirmishers of the 7h Highlanders,
anel farther along the 700 wad the N, Y,
come in in advaves of s from near Alexandria.,

Carlisle’s battery rolls past us, the heavy guns

looking like ngly customiers to facs, ALY e, M,

Vienna is reached, and the various regiments

menmp i the  open felds o the growd.

Pickets are thrown out, company A, of the

Michigan 2d snd company I, of our regiment,

are detailed as pickets to guard the Ueneral's

(Tyler) headquarters. Col. Walrath and all

the officers camp on the ground with the men,

The Col, tells u good story of Adjutant Titus,

who rouses up at about midnight, seizes his

revolver amd challenges * who comes there 1"

It was his horse which had got hold with his

teeth of the vat bag, which the Adjutant was

using for a pillow, and was shakiog it up for

supper.

Here is where the rebel battery opened on

the Ohio boys under Gen. Schenck, The

charred remains of the cars which were burned

are seen at the right of the road. Reville beats

at day-break of the 17th, the numerous regi-

ments form in line, preparatory to ap advance,

Ouar brigade Is ordered 1o take the right, The

12th s in lloe, and in 4 minutes, being ready in

advance ol Lhe other regiments, we wre placed

oti the right and lead our brigade. Other bri-

gades flile into the road, and the body move

lowly forward, The five miles from Vienna to

Fairfax is traversed, and at 11 o, x, we are in

sight of the batteries and entrenchments, The

arious brigades ployed to the right and left

and formed by regiments in column of division,

and rested in order of battle, awaiting the com-

mand for atack, The rebel flag isin plain

view, taunting detiance to the old stars and

stripes. A hurried movement of the confede.

rate troops is observed, and in a short time a

econrier arrives and announced that the enemy

had evacuated the town, and our troops soon

warched in and took possession,  Obstructions

of trees and earth works are formed nlong the

road at every comwnanding point, and it is

found that they have left three miles of en-

trenchments, We pasa through the camp

ground of the confederates, from the extent of
which I should judge that & large force had

been in possession. Some lnwless soldiers, not

however belonging to our brigade, set fire to

several houses, which act is strongly denounced

by all. Stringent regulations have been made

which will prevent all depredations, even to en-

tering the houses of the inhabitants,

Two confederate soldiers from Bouth Caro-
lina, were found in & house sick. They are not
molested. COur march is continued, and three
miles beyond Fairfax we encamped upon an
open space of several hundred acres, at about
dr.m. We have basen joined by large bodies
of our troops, and the view as they all take
positions is worth 1 year's existence 1o observe,
Bodies of cavalry, artillery and infantry, to
Vae number of over tan thousand, covering hill,
valley and plain with horses, eannons, wagons,
and siacks of arms, was truly an imposing
sight. Bach regiment busies itself with ra-
tions and supper. Camp guards and pickets
are posted. Capt. Brand's company being de-
tailed from our regiment as pickets, the wear-
ied men roll themselves in their blankets and
the bosom of mother earth furnishes them &
resting place for the night, Deep slumber
holds us all, save the watchful guard, il 8
». u, of the 18th July, when the sharp report
of & picket's rifle, followed by another mnd
another, sud then s volley, followed by the
J“lﬂu roll " from 30 bands. Every man

The bovs gave

2id—
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ADFIDER 1O TitS TAeT. MTLErS IS NWOR OF [usket,
and regimental lines are formed in the briefest
time possible, and await orders.

Dav-break soon reveals the camp. The
nlarin seems to be nothing serious. and rations
and breakfast is the next thing in order, AL S
& o the column advances our Lirigads in front
Manassas Junction (s saven miles phiead where
the enemny hins assembled in force. A rileand
a Lalf from the Junetion, amnd at poon we halt
The artillers is rapidly moved iu front.  Aids
sallop back and forth, every thing betokening
Five hundred

| an attack on the enemy’s lines,

monnted riflemen ride past at the wp of their
speed. AL | o'clock, v, 8 deep monthed re-
port is hewrd, and then the sudden bursting of
a shell Infortus us that our artillery has comn-

menced to feel the pulse of the confederates
whieh
| abinws Ll hir
brigade is ordered 1o advance, and we take puo.

After severnl shiots nir Bre is retirpesd
laeativn of their batteries
sition in an open fleld in rear and 1o the left
wf onr battery, which is planted on g hill witl-
in half @ mile of the lines of the confederntes,
We wre supportesd by a heavy force in our rear
ad on our right and  left rear.  An  uneven
open space some half mile square, surrounded
v wounds, divides the opposing forees.  Oar
fattery In planted on @ Wikl on oar side of the
el and our hrigade rests under cover of the
hill and on the rear left of the battery.  Our
skirmibshers oo round the Held ou the e,
throngh Lthe wouds, atel reconnojter Illhf'- 11
v s peowition.  They Lravely approach within
W feet of their line, and exehange shota with
them. Having found their location, they re
tire, il the st Massachusetts and our skir-
tiishiers nre ordered forwaed o sttack nt the
right of their center.  They e down across
thee tledd, form in line of battle and advapes
steqilily into the woods,

A cannon ball from the enemy brings down
ofte of our men at our battary, and an’ ambu-
Linee hurries up to bring him off,  Now from
the woods comnes he report of continuous vol-
lovs of musketry, u dozen ambulances hurry
o o the seene and return with the wound-
edd o oand after some minutes the Ist Massachu-
setts aned wur skirmishers retire, hnving been
vinfrontml Irl'.' i Ir!-l'l‘h'ht'lll'lfllu furce. Two
theled pieves wre horried forward into the woords
thelr Dt ters, but the
heavy uguinst  them, oearly all their men are
Killedd, and several horses, and the pieces in
great danger of capture, when up gallops an
aidl o our position and gives the command.
Clorward the New York 12th to the pesepe, '’

The clurion soics of aur gallant Colunel
rings ont the command. * attention—forwand,
douhble quick, warch,” nnd we Ble down aerors

Lir sl oilils e towy

the fislid, near to the woods, forward foto Hoo.
iral nreh shoulder to shoulder into the thick
underbrush, about thirty rods, and cover the
sife retrent of the piece.  We continue, and
adlvanee still farther into the woods, when, on
renching the edge of w deep gully, o muarderous
lire opens on us, which briogs to the gronnd
sevirra ]l of onr hrave fellows, ad wounded oth.
W retnriesd the Hee and at the command
we fell on our faces, and loaded wnd tired in
rhia position until it beenme appareont that we
wore llghting against mnmense odds, amd 0 con-
coenled foe who kyows our position while we
are Jgnoranl of theirs,  Still the Col. clioored

1'I'N.

us on, and our boys poured in their volleys in
the divection of their reports. A heavy  body
of cavaley, stationed near to cover our relreas,
it foreed jnto one, gallops away, to avoiil the
deadly volleys from  the concealed battery,
whilch poss through onr radks, when one of
the line officers, through a wistake, gives out
Lhe word that the Colonel has ordered o re-
trent, when the regiment, exeept the two right
companies mud purt of the third, breaks apd
Hves in great confosion, ranning down the Col-
onel, Major, and Adjutant, who againand again
tey to rally them, but in vain,
The mistauken command allows the line Lo
break, and once broken and in confusion, with
the volleys from the enemy’s infantry and bat-
tery pouring in, a papic seems to seize the
men, aud a rally, except when entirely out of
danger,'is evidently an impossibility.
Company A, Capt. Church, company T, and
pirt of company B, Capt, Brower, stand their
growmnd, and continue to return the flre of the
enemy, At this time Lieut. Upton, aid of Gen,
Tyler, rides up to us, and exageratedly praises
our bravery, and cheers us to the work. He
ovinces wonderful coolness and bravery, and
tells us he too is of New York, (Butavia) nnd
her sons should not flinch before the rebels,
who were perhaps the treacherous South Caro-
Humians, One of the Captains asks him what
we shall do; whethor to stay, and risk a
charge and capture, or retire, so as to be cov-
ered by our cannon, He replies that he will
report our condition to the General, and return
to us, and wheels on his horse and gallops
away. We continue our fire until that of the
enemy ceases, when, suppusing they are pre-
paring to charge on us in force, we arise,
“hont face,” “right drems,” and " forward,
guide right,” till we emerge from the bushes
and woods, where we halt, and Col, Richard-
son rides up to us and tells us to ~tand dll fur-
ther orders, SBoon Adjutant Titus comes, amd
orders us back to our tirst position before the
attack. The balance of the regiment form on
us, and at nightfall we retice & couple of wiles,
and encamp,
A host of incidenis occurred during tha day,
which | have not time 1o mention, The attack
wis o trying ordeal for our raw troops, and
army oflicers say that no regiment of regulars
would have stood Jonger than did vurs ; thuugh
Gien, Tyler censured our Colonel for our re-
treat. Army regulations will not allow me Lo
safely speak as I think of the management of
the General in command, but it will be sifted,
Every one is loud io their praise of the dar-
ing and courage of those who stood till the fire
of the enemy ceased. [ must also particularly
mention Capt. Church and Lieat. Wood, of
company A, Lieut's. Combe and Drake, of com-
pany I, and the men under their command, as
well as those of companx E, who remained,
and those of other companies who singly joined
us. Veterans of a hundred battles could not
have shown more coolness and bravery. Capl.
Brower, of company E, bad two men shot near
him, who threw up their arms, exclaiming * |
am shot.” He and Lieut's, Horner and Abbott
tried to prevent their men from breaking, and
followed them only to attempt their rally.—
Capt. Brower and Lieut, Abbott came back,
but were &0 overcome with the excessive heat
and fatigue that they bad to be assisted from
the fleld. Several of the men balonging to the
companios that fled, came to us and asked for
p place in our ranks, and fought bravely til)
the end, H. A. B,
The following is & list of the killed, wounded
and missing, as far as could be ascertained in
the coufusion following the battle;
A.—Geo, N. Cheney, m Joa
LaBedt and —— Bayder, alightly wounded,
Company I.—Michasl Murpby, of Pulton,
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