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From the Volunteers.

Caxe Kerse, WasnINGTOX, p.C.,
July 27, 1861

When I wrote you last, we were in the full
tide of victory. Theebb was more sudden
20d overwhelming than the flow, and we have
boen thrown bsck in t¥o short days to a point
from which it will require wecks to gein our
former position. We are now lying much in
the same way 88 We werc at Camp Welles—
waiting for orders. The cnemy, meanwhile,
are encomped on our old ground at Falls
Chureh, and doubtless are as, vigilant in their
picket guard in’ this direction as were we in
ths other; and our side is as active in felling
trecs and obstructing roads on Arlington
Teights, a8 the sccessionist. were & few weeks
since in the roads to Fairfax. Bat such is the
sertune of war, and it is not for me to criticise
the actions of those who are respounsible,—but
will b content with giving the experience of
tbe Connccticut regimonts in tho great battle
of Bull's Run, last Sundny.

We foll in at 3 o'cloek P. M., on Saturday,
cxpecting to march immediately, as the ad-
vance goard of Col. Hunter’s column. When
we wcre ready to move. the order was counter-
manded, snd we were instructed tobe in read-
iness at 2 in the morning. At that time we
were awakenad by a succession of long rolls
avd bugle ecalls from the various regiments
bivonacked near, and in a few moments the
shining cump fires, the glittering bayonets
and Lne multitudes of men ns they moved about
ia confused masses, in all directions, as far as
the eye could sce, revealed the fuct of & gene-
r.l movement. Order soon came out of this
chaos, and directly the crowd was transformed
juty siraight blask columns, who atood in si-
leuce, awaiting the order to march. This was
20 0 given, and with no other music than the
{ aklc of the soldiers’ canteen and cup, we
mua eacd on up the hill, and down through the
Jit'le village of Centerville toward Mapaseas,
wni. 2% then we fondly hoped, to victory. Our
p -ition in column had been changed during
tae night, and most of the regiments that had
b -cn posted in advance of us—the 69th acd
9.1 N. Y., and several others, were already
abed. Arter procceding about two miles, the
Conn seticut brigade was halted, and the whole
Sirisiun filed past, and, with s regiment of reg-
n'ars, we took the position of rear guard.—
Ti.e narrow road (the roads in Virgin'a sl
scem to be scooped out to the width of one car-
r az7,) d.d not sllow any other style of march-
ing tusu four sbregst, and it was nearly 10 be-
fore the last regiment had passed, and the bag-
gage wagons aud - ambulauces began to make
their appearance. We took our position, and
had moved on nearly o mile, when off to our
1.£.. in the direction of the battle of Thursday,
we heard the boom of & single cannon, which
was soon followed hy several others, apparant-
1y further to the left. & milc or 2o in advance
o.the frst. As we had understood that other
column-< bad advanced in that direction. we
we ‘e not surprised, and as we had become ac-
cuxtomed from our Thursday's experience to
Lise d.stant ruar of battle we were not startled,
and marched on. There was considerable fir-
ing i that direction for half an bour, when on
a sudden our division was halted. and in & few
minutes the jar of Sherman’s 32 pounder at
the f-ont, announced to us that we bad the en-
ey at bay; and that the battle bad commenc-
ed. The firing soon became incessant, but
that oo the left ceased entirely. Our brigade
was d-awa iato 8 piece of woods at the side of
the road, and the men ware soon seated at their
case in the shade, cating tbeir dinners, and
filling their cantcens, awaiting their turn in
the conte-t, which was then hotly raging in
front. About noon sn sid-de-camp came gal-
loping duwa the road, with orders for our ad-
veacs. .From s quickstep with which we
st rted, our psce soon changed to & double-
quick, as we neared the scene of action, snd
the sharp rattle of musketry became audi-
ble jn the intervals between the discharges of
artillery.  We soon came to the top of s hill,
where stood a small white church, and one or
two houses, and from which the battle could
be distinctly soen, For w distance of perbaps
three miles, there was s suocession of bhills,
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ing cross-firc which wounld have inevitably eut
us to pioces before we could have nccomplished
our object. We moved cautiously upto recon-
noiter, and finally pushed boldly through the
woods into anotch of open field, to .the. sup-
port of the 14th New York, who were here en
gaging a force of twice their number. Hardly
Lad our whole regiment got out, when s bat-
tery of rificd cannon st less than two bundred
yards distance, and which bad not before been
scen, commenced pouring grape and canister
into our ranks. The first fire was fortunately
simed so low that but one man, in Company I,
was killed, and several wounded. The next
was aimed as much too high as the first was
too low, and passed harmlessly over our heads.
e were under cover of the woods sefore the
next fire. which was as ineffectual as the two
first. The situation of ourselves and the 1Ist
.Connecticut was now very critical: The. artil-
fery and cavalry were evidently working
around to cut us off from the rest of the srmy.
Gen. Keyesheld a consultation with Tyler, and
it was decided to retrest, and, as we supposed,
by o fank movement unite with other regi-
ments and continue the batile. What was our
rurprise to find on filing back over our old
ground, that & general movement of our forces
was taking place in the same direction, and
that amid a shower of shot and shell from the
enemy, who secmed rapidly approaching.—
Most of us then supposed that we were being
withdrawn to commence some new movement,
or At most to bivouac near, snd renew the en-
gagement in the morning.

We had nearly reached the little chureh—
Dow used as a hospital for the . wounded—and
were moving off in good order tbrough the
woods, wondering where we should atop for
the night—for at that time it was generally
supposed that we were to do no more fighting
that day—vwhen all of a sudden there appeared
o be & general movement of teams down the
road, and immediately after, two pieces of our
light artillery came dashingthrough thecrowd,
breaking up the ranks of s:veral regiments
that were between us mod tbe road. These
were followed by & body of the Black llorse
cavalry, the sharp volley of whose carbines
and crack of whose sabres could now be heard.
The fire was answered with spirit from our
side. and they were retreating with two-thirds
of their number killed, when the cry arose,—
« For God's sake, huld on! You are firing on
your own men!” The confn:jon was now at
its height. Somecried onc thing and some an-
other, but !l had something to say. The nu-
merous regiments at our right, hreaking
through our ranks, and the stampede of some
few cowardly spirits, who, I am ashamed to
say were in the Connecticut regiments, tempo-
rarily disorgnnized us, but ‘through the effi-
ciency of our leading officers our regiments
were soon marching away in good order. We
shortly crossed a small stream, and stood on
the brow of & hill on the other side. At this

thickets and ravines, while at our feet Iny the
stream, sall in size but great in historical im-
portance, of Bull Run. Close at hand, in 2
piece of woods on our right, lay one of our
batteries of rified cannon, which was playing
oa one of those of the enemy, located on s hill
shout half & mile off, which was soswering,
gun for gun, with grest spirit. In the dis-
tance could be seen an ominous cloud of dust,
~hich I noticed more than one general closely
scsutinize with his glass, then consult with an-
other, who in turn would take a long gaze in
the same direction. Their anxious looks con-
vinced me that the dust was not caused by the

aupraach of Gen. Patte son’s division, ag was !
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point, some field officer, I did not understand
of what regiment, was vainly endeavoring 1o
rally the broken masses, and form a line to
command the retrest from more cavalry, which
it was understood were rapidly appruaching.
accompanied by s piece of artillery. A sbell
which struck in our immediate vicinity made
this almost certain, but all the cffect it pro-
duced on the men was to make them run the
fastes. Our regiments wheeled into line on
each ride of the cannmon, placed to cover the
road where were the retreating soldiers and
teams. The spproaching cavalry was sucess-
ful only in taking many of the stragglers
in the rear, and stiendants in the hospitals,
prisoners. If our line had pot commanded
the rear. the havoe made by s charge of dra-
goons must have bezn tremendous. If it had
been followed by a piece of artillery, 2s we aro
assured one was drawn up for that purpose, it
is impossible to tcll where it would bave end-
ed. Our whole army would have been at their.
mercy. Thus, if the Connecticut brigade can-
not boast of having been in the hottest of the
fight, it certainly was instrumental more than
any other in saving our retréat from becoming
an utter rout.
THE BETREAT.

One does not know his capability of endur-
ing fatizue until he has been forced tv @ trial.
Our men, when they left the field, scemed ut-
terly prostrated. Owing to the intcnee heat
of the day, and the peouliar thirst which fa ex-
perienced nowhere but on the battle-field,
caused by the sulphurous smell of powder, all
secmed ready to drop in their tracks from
cheer exhaustion, and whén they arrived at
Centerville, four miles back, and were marched
on to our old place of bivouac, as we supposed
to stop for the night, we lay down at once,
supperless, to sleep. In less than fifteen min-
utes, however, we were again on the marchb,
and at suntise next morning we were at Falis
Church—having marched thirty-one miles dur-
ing the night, without stopping but ouce for
rest. and then only a few minutes! There were
no baggnge-wagons or ambulances to pick up
those who fainted by tke way, they having
either pane ahead. orbeen emashed by the moh,
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mination to retrieve our honor. T. 8. soldiers
will not run again.
IXCIDENTS.

An instance of cool courage occured in our
Co. (Co. F). James Woodruff on our retrent
dropped out of the ranks at Vienm'. and lay
down nt the foot of a tree for a little rest,
thinking to regain his company in the morn-
ing. He had not lain long, before a party of]
the enemy came Up and made bim prisoner.
They took awsy bis rifie and lefttwo of their
pumber to guard bim, while the renmndgr of!
the company went on after more captives.
One of the guard after atimo left, charging the
other to take good care ** that the d——d Yan-
kee did not get away.” Jimmy had a pistol
under his hsversack which in disarming Lim
was not dixcovered, and watcling bis opportu-
pity hesent a ball whistliog through the skull
of liis captor and made tbe best of his way on
to Falls Church. ' ;

All agree that the ** Boyd pistol” which you
will recollect was to be presented to the brav-
est man in the company, is due to A, H. Conk-
lin, of Mill River, Mase. From the effect of
new boots hin feet were 8o sore as to rcador it
jinpomeible for him to wear them. The scoond
dny of our march ho went barefoot, and, detore
mined not to be cheated out of his fight, on the
day we went to battle, he wrapped them_ ins
pair of cost sleeves, which he tied on with &
string, and thus hobbled about all day, and at
night marched with us to Falls Church, with-
out a word of complaint. I venture to eay
that he is the only man in the regiment who
would bave done it.

Lieut. Morse of Co. K. was wounded early in

back. Some one stopped to pick him up, but
he told them to win the battle first. pick himup
afterwards. Ile afterward was gotinfo a bag-
gage wagon and was carried to Alexandria,
and is now with his company.

Sergeant Major Jarcd B. Lewis of our reg-
iment, who had but just donned the triangnlar
chevron. wag go frightencd that hedid not stop
retreating until be arrived at New Taven. lle
was reducer] to the ranks yesterday. anl the
Grays to which company he belongs voted him
out of the ranke. The be«t of it wns that be

enough to participate in the retreat, 1le spins
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The Blame attaching to the Greni Defeat ar | conia
Bull's Run is presty cqually divided between whate
(ke four Generals—Scott, Patterson, McDowell | {0 aic
and Greeley. To Scott for mot having been Amons
better informed in relation to the defenses at tende:
Bull's Run, and the Confederate forces there Reor
arrayed ogainst us: To Paiterson for not en- | Sendc
gaging Gen. Johnston. st whatever cost, at| lightn
Winchester, and thus preventing his return to | last ]
Manassas and consequent participation in the wherr
attle of Bull's Run: To McDowell for gener- | ber, |
b1 non-management. The morning attack was| on o]
well planncd, but after the separation of the | throu,
hrec columns in the morning, all further at- the j:
mpts to guide and control the Federal army tere o
ecm to have been sbandoned, and the scparate wmade
bogiments left to fight or run, as their courage of sh’
br fears might prompt them. Orders for the | shock
retreat scem to bave been given without plan | the fr
or method of whatever kind, and officers vied the b
with the rank and file in the hot race for soms | €78 W
point, furthest from the encmy. 1t is clearly | casc.
hpparent that as many lives were lost after the | earth
etreat began, as during the battle. Many Tle 1
rore run down and trod-len urder foot In that ix anic
errfiic flight.  Muny were cut off unresisting. inz M
Now and then o sturdy, gallaut feilow, scorn- We
1ing to run. rewained alone and se'd his life as | msin
best he might upon the battle-field. Dutthere | ted a’
was po formidable pursuit. A well-managed | teres!
retreat before the odds against which we con- depri
tended, would have shed lustre upon the day’s ot
proceedings. Such a flight, itsunmanly disre- i
. over !
gard of the wounded. itsabandonment of arms | .,
an¢ munitions, its davil-take-the-hindermost- hup;
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marchied on. There was considerahie fir-
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7 2 bt direction for half an hour, when on fx\stc.'... Our regiments wheeled into line on Dche‘r ni CU SR TCIBMIUR (U SHU wvitmeTa G
% ‘dden our division was balted, nnd in a few :::g ;’g‘:r‘f "-'h:m‘&“em’:a;’g::ie‘fg ‘;\;?e':;f :::; Bull's Run, and the Confederate forces there tor
inutes the jar of Sherman's 82 pounder- 8t | yaame  The approaching cavalry was sucess- arrayed agninet us: To Patterson for not en- Sandc
= the f-ont, snpounced to us that we bad the en<| g1 only in taking many of the stragglers gaging Gen. Johnston. atl whatever cost. at | lightr
. cmy at bay; and that tho battle !“d commenc- | in the rear, snd attendants in the bospitals, Winchester, and thus preventing his return to | last
> ol The firing soon became incessadt, BuUt| prisoners. If our line had mot commanded {1 ; teination i “
that oo the left ceased entirely. Oar brigsde B s the havoe made by & charge of dra- Manassas and consequent participation in the | wherr
was d -swa iato a piece of woods at the side of goous must have bean tremendous. If it had battle of Bull's Run: To McDowell for gener- bLer, ;
the road, and the men were soon seated at theiT | poen followed by 2 p'ieee of “ﬁ“cr'y as we are |jp] non-management. The morping attack was| on o
case in the sbade, eating their dinners, and | pceured one was drawn up for that ;mrpo:e it {}woll planncd, but after the separation of the | throu
flling their cabteens, swaiting their turn in | ig impossible to tell whereit would bave end- i i o
the conte:t, which was then botly raging ib| ¢d  Our whole army would have been at their fbrec columns in the morning, all further at-| the J
/ froat. About noon 80 ;idde-cnmp came gal- morcy. Thus, if the Connecticut brigade el tempts to guide and control the Federal army | tore o
loping du}rn the road,: l’kllh nrdefsh fbfh‘?“; ad- | pot boast of having been in the bottest of the seem to have been sbandoned, and the scparate | made
vancs. From s quickstep with whic "‘" fight, it certainly wes instrumental more than {regiments left to fight or run, as their courage of sh
gt irted, our pace soon changed to & doublo-| ypy other in saving our retréat from becomin : -
quick, as we neared the scene of action, and! sn%iter rout g g lor foars might prompt them. Orders for the shock
the sharp rutile of musketry became audi- " THE RETREAT. retreat scem to have been given without plan | the f
bleﬂm the intervals between the discharges ‘°{ One does not know his capability of endur- or method of whatever kind, and officers vicd the b
artillery.. We soon came to the top of s bill, | . S : P T . ith th % and Al inibe
where stood & small white church, and one or gxg fatigue until be has been forced to a trial. | with the rank an ¢ in the hot race for some | er2 ™
two houses, and rom which the bautle could ur men, when they left the field, scemed ut- | point, furthest from the encmy. It is clearly | case
be distinctly scen. For a distance of perbaps terly prostrated. Owing to the intente heat |ypoarent that as many lives were lost after the earth
% : i of the day, and the peculiar thirst which is ex- s .
three miles, there was s succession of hills, s 3 h retreat began, as during the battle. Many | The;
thickets and ravines, while at our feet lay the perienced nowhere but on the battle-field. T tes footin o
stream, small in size but great in historical im- caused by the sulphurous smell of powder, all | were Tun :“'“ and trod-len urder foot an that e
portance, of Bull Run. Close at band, in & seemed rcady__to drop iu their tracks from | terrfiic flight. Many were cut off unresisting. ! ingz!
piess of woods on our right, lay oae of our 2‘“" "*‘?‘“‘;‘“’“""‘“db"l“m ‘g"y ""’“db’; Now and then & sturdy, gallaut fellow, scorn-|  Wr
hatterier of rificd cannon, which wes playing enteryl "m“‘r b ‘°;M“° «and were BAFEAS | ing to run. rewnnined alone and a0'd hin life as | mnin
Do erae o e The ancmy. located on & hill | 98 10 our old Flace oF L eo: o en ‘al ‘once| bout be might upon the battlo-field, Dut thers | e
O uthalf s mile off, which was answering, to stop for the night, wo luy down al oncey ght up attle-field. Dut there | ted »
gan for gun, with great spirit. In the die- S“PPC;‘”S' to sleep. In 13”' than ﬁ{teen rmg- was no formidable pursuit. A well-managed | tere:
fance could be seen an ominous clond of dust. ::ils'a ‘ :::i‘:e- ;ext'::m‘i;ngmwznw:r: _\:”"P":u; retreat before the odds ngainst which we con-| depr

which I noticed more than one genersl closely
scrutinize with his glass, then consult with an-
other, who in turn would take s long gaze in
- the same direction.” Their anxious looks con-
vineed me thet the dust was not caused by the
approach of Gen. Patterson's division, as was
geverally given out among the soldiers, and
tho ovent proved the correctness of my surmise
—:hat it was a reinforcement for the enemy
from Manassas.

As we came ia front of the church, the en-
thasiasm of the crowd of soldiers and civilians

Church—having marched thirty-onc miles dur-
ing the night, without stopping but once for
rest, and then only o few minutes! There were
no baggnge-wagons or ambulances to pick up
those who fainted by the way, they having
either gone abead, or been smashed by the mob,
or the borses cut from them and mounted by
the teamsters, in some ¢ases leaving wounded
men inside ; and howcver foot-sore or weary
o.:¢ might become. he was obliged to keep up
or fall by the road-side. and run his rizk of be-

tended, would have shed lustre upon the day’s
proceedings. Such s flight, its unmanly disre-
gard of the wounded. its abandonment of arms
anc munitions, its devil-take-the-hindermost-
nes, was ignominious beyond all known lan-
guage to describe. Heaven pity us when Wm.
II. Russcll's description comes back from
across the water, in the pages of the Landon
Times. Much of the blame nattaching fo this

ing picked up by the casalry who were hover- | mortifying termination to anotherwise glorious
trec bad ita occupant, who shouted out each | ing io the rear. One man who was wounded | battle-day, is due to the ineapacity of the offi-
movement of the en=my to the spectators be- 80 “dh\?c unable to stand alene. was. sup-|cors in commind, M:Dowell in chief. Gree-’
low, whose range of view was more limited.— | Ported DF two men thrrughout the entire ley’s share in the lamentable sestll, arises fram

{, i 2 ¢ el . march, and reached Wasbington safely.” Many | : :
g:x:s;(ewlgyv:ec;&d,:; !usx';:yp':se!d“no“u;:g ug)n fell out, however, most of whom came up in | bis early-given and constantly iterated orders

{hree sides, rnd are running like the devil!— :he gmrning. but some were undoubtedly cap- |of Forward to Richmond. Greeley bowever

You won't get a chapee at ‘em if you don't | tured frankly owns up, raiscs a row in his Tribune
o b w

150k out!”  Sure cnough, the enemy could be e reached Falls Church, as before etated, cibinet, pledges bimself to be moro bumble in

sen—d bi S . its side | about sunrise. The eamp guard left at that
scen—s bill full of them-—ruaning up }ts T place, Kad some hot coffee pgcparad,—but our | the future, and turas over 3 new leaf. The

eollected around, was without bounds. Every

i1 toward some woods, with headlong speed.— ¢ -
The beat was excessive, but our men quicken- Test was not to be there. We were the rear |army meanwhile goes into summer quATters o0 | ¢

i] ed their step, unsinging their blankets and | guerd. Tents were struck, and everything |ipe “hanks of the yellew Potomac, awaiting ‘

| throwing them one side, and some even throw- | Packed for_transportation, but there wereno |, . po ot and Gen. Scott Sapeees
in away tbeir coats and haverracks as uscless | wagons. To obtain these according to thered- iz i W has

. . . % tape system we .were to go through with the .
e o | e f sy ek | °
¢liell_ which exploded mear, but fortunately ch.eck—nnd tnere we.stocd-n“ that rainy day, iructive litlle creature of about au inch in| ©¢
d.ing no damnge save covering us with duef. with fixed bayoncts. in momentary expectation §length, with white spots, i making ils appear- 0
Achange in the position of one of our own °‘;°’}m§:’:§‘fe°‘:r:“l';‘t’?u‘a ;:g;"‘{‘ﬂ:: t:h:’;: JEcfance st yaricus points in New England—at
w‘?:}:‘;‘:ﬁ;::dbf;‘?‘:n';;u:ndi!:h;_:n,:!:ry_',;’:g Kﬂer dark we hng the satisfaction of sceing .\lxddlctow‘n in thisstate. Its periodical re-op-
losing some- fifteen minutes. We rushed on, | Pretty much all our camp eqnipage under way, pearance is greatly dreaded.——Tho weevil | jp .
bowever, and were soon on what had been the | 2nd we started through mud, ankle deep, to- has made its appearance in the grain-fields of

] vattle ground at thebeginping of thefight, and ward Ball Cross-roads, where the deserted §Gen, Jarvis C ¢ o out.
il frowm ;fhich’%be enem;g;:lg‘;ge:n dr?vcxr;x. The | Ohio and 2d New York camps were located.— be:nd l."“t e b ¢ Lheilarmiess are |l core
i| aesperate character of the sction was now to | The First and Third stopped at that occupied 0 0 get up some sortef & Acare-crow to} g,

“Fs seeT ut Every step.. Dead, wounded, and by the Ohio, and the Second pushed on balf_s.| raise prices. Arn’t sure aswe blame ‘em.—— |

cun struck men were scattered all along, some- mile further to that of thé 2d New York. Wet fLieut. Francis of Capt. Hawley’s Hartford L
| times singly, but oftener. in groups. showing to the skin as we were. yet all could sleep, and Company was saved from death by a ricochet .
!l where a shelt had exploded, or the ground of the night was passed without alarm. It took | | gy Ryn, by ducking his head. It took 5
- ¢ W 0 xt ni e camps W s £
)| som> desperate charge. ~¢¢ We won’t get & pop till the next night to get the camps we occu- §, . Ty g i ttook | yjor
il at’em.”was constantly heard along our linex. pied cleared up and on our biggage-wagons, his bat off.——The Conn. Shoro _L"“’ railroad | 4
] aad our step increased from s double-quick and we slept that night under the guns of Fort | bas taken the contract for carrying the mid- rap
in:{: 8‘:\: We were soon close oa to their COYC&’\'n-h{;:SE:rd ::_‘-:‘:;l:‘;:"»hee;‘}:::}’c‘:‘; night mail between New York and Boston.— | o,
. xnd scparated from them by & piece | I tHOUESS - 18 st regim 7 : ;
of woods, throniz whichr r:mec mu;ketp)nnd leave an adranced position, and of being the iI‘hc ?(h" rm.xle,‘vxa Springfeld, will knock off 3
cannon balls were whistling cm.:smmlv.' The | Tmeans of saving the Pederal Government atff its night train in conscquence.——The nev| .y
1st Connecticnt regiment was on the braw of a | least $100.000 in stores and camp equipage. military law in this state does not suit the of | .
hi‘xih'm front, at right angles with our line, snd I’I{hﬁ Rest hv_ligs‘; vehemmped on -“md":ﬁ cers of the +Old Milish,” who, it is said, a:o ‘m
cxchanging a fire of maske! sth & B ill. Washington, where we now are. e S o e -
theinfmugy of the “:;;- f}'y:;[‘he: 0:39‘1:1:' bave pamed our cncampment Camp Keves, generally resiguing. A gsot.l sign, certainl:. | 4
gallant 69th (Lrish,) and 79th (Scotch,) New after our acting Brigadicr General, who is be- ——Mason C. Hill, of Mystic, has beenay-| ¢y
. ll'z;:k;exri.meuzt: wers engaged, while at our | loved by usdn“.'lﬂd to ;bwrh more than aoy-f| pointed inspector of the new gunboais now| op
eft the Fire Zouav. . | one else, is due the credit o extricating us 1 s . 0
ing some battery, ;:: ::;:ﬁx::? 'crl’;::;:‘ {ﬁz s:fefy {rom the clutches of the enemy. < bu;ldmg for the government; salary iss ‘fd;, Cor.
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