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Poetry. -

4TH OF JULY ODE, 1850.

Mz, SENTiNEL:—In looking over some old
letters, written while sojouruning in the laod of
gold (Cnhfornm) to my friends, 1 came 80ross | the

by one of the

and aun" M a 4th of July celebration given b
our compsmv upou the banks of the Middle Forl
of Fenther

Qur com nny was knovn by the name of the
* Spnken Bar Co.” It numbered twenty-two,
all natives o(‘ Maine and Massachusetts, and a
more hardy, healthy and jolly set of fellowa, pyis
be bound to say, could not be found in all Cali~

roia.

Our claim was situated abont thirty miles
above Bidwell’s Bar, now known as Plumas City,
and was considered, in prospect, one of the richest
upon the river.

pWa anticipated a rich harvest as the fruits of

onr labors, and worked with a will, constructing

aud building a dam for the purpose of turping

the water safficiently to enable us to work the

,,,‘E:drof the river, where our “pjle’’ was sure to_
found.

anmg nearly completed the dam by the first
of July, we proposed nvlnn% all the miners in
the vm(mtv to 40m us in cel sbmcmg the cnmmg

we

eand the mvmmon and when the day nmved,

e glorious 4th of 1850 it dawned upon & bend

ol' New Englanders, small in number but “big'"

with the enthusiasm of the occasion. We had

our chaphun, orator of the day, toastmaster, und
singiog club, besides the necessary little “ fixing

which we deemed indispensable. All seemed to

enjoy themselves finely, and the day passed away

without accident to mar the festivities of the oc-
onsion. L.

’L‘m.—'“A Wet Sheet and Flowing Sail.”

Columbia! freedom’s happy land,
Though you are far away, . .
Still do our hearts more proudly swell, oo
On this, your natal day.
‘We glory in your past renown,
And present greatness, too,
And ten score thousand fresmen here.
Acknowledge only you.
Here, a8 at home, the “Stars and Stripes?
Wave guilantly on bigh,
While undernéath is freedom’s soil,
O'erhead is freedom’s sky. T

‘We've met to-day to celebrate
The birthday of our land,
To pour libations on her shrine
‘With sn unsparing hand.
And though we’re on a distant ehore,
And though we are but few, .
Still is our love of country pare,
Qur heasts to her are true.

Here, a8 at homs, the “Stars and Stripes."

And we will ever be, as now,
Proud of our country’s fame,
And never blush in any clime
Po own Columbia's name;
And we will ever veverate ;
Those valiant men of yore, . Ty
‘Who planted freedom’s banner ﬁnb
Upon our country’s shore.

o
Since the brave men of *76, * !
Long years have passed away,
But never have their sons l‘otgot .
To celebrate this day;
For 'tis a holy festival,
And shell be evermore,
From where Atlantic’s billows roll
To the Pacific shore.

Here, as at home, the "Stnrs aud Stripes.”

vl

WMiscellancons.

Correspondence.

. ‘W ASHINGTON, July 25th, 1861.
Head Quarters 5th Reg't Infantry, M. V. M.
* Mg. SeNTINEL :—I take up my pen, un-
willingly, to give you an imperfect account
of one of the most disastrous battles ever
fought in this country; one which would
seem, to every intelligent person, to be un-
equal, ill-timed, aud to persons of ordinary
understanding, foolisk and fool-hardy. The
ouly possible object apparent in this move-
ment was the gratification of selfish politi~
cians; and X hope they may profit by this
lesson, which they have learned at the ex-
pense of the poor soldiers.

Here, 0s at home. the “Starg lnd Stripes.” :

On Monday evening, July 15th, an order
came to our camp to cook up three days ra~
tions,and take our haversacks, blankets, can-
te2us, and round-about, with forty rounds
of cartridges,-and . be soady éo-mavch-ab 38|
o'clock on Tuesday, the 16th. On Tues-
day morning Col. Franklin; commander of
the brigade, sent to Col. Lawrence to know
how soon he could be ready to move. The
answer was, * At any time.” We were then
informed that if we were ready to march at
10 o’clock we should have the honor of be-
ing the advance guard of the whole division.
At just 10 o'clock- we were on a line, ready
to march, i consequence of which we were
the advance guard 48 hours; 24 hours
more than is usual. Do

Our first day’s march was not more than

day to indicate that we were in the vicinity
of the enemy.. At sundown we were drawn.
up on a sloping bill, to camp, for the night,
and after the main body of troops had ar-
rived the guard (6th Mass.) was advanced
about one mile to an opening in the -woods,
when we threw: out our pickets; and called
in our skirmishers. Then stationed a main
guard around the camp, and had just laid
down for the night, when firing was heard
among the pickets. All hands were at once
upon their feet, with musket in hand, ex-
pecting an attack ; but it proved to be only
two horsemen whom the pickets fired upon,
thinking, probably, in the darkness and ex-
citement, that there were more of them.
They killed the horse of one poor fellow,
and took him prisoner, after a desperate
fight. 1o not know what was done with
him, but think they let him go the next
morning. The other horseman got away,
bat it was thought he was wounded. -

We had no more excitement that night,
and slept soundly until daylight next morn-
ing, when we had a hasty breakfast of hard
bread and salt horse, and got inte marching
order again. We marched several. miles,
taking byroads and lanes, sometimes going
through pastures, and bridle-paths in the
woods, as our division was not to make the
attack, but to cut off the retreat of the
rebels from Fairfax Court House. There

taking of a prisoner occasionally, . until:
about noon, when in going around through
a pieco of woods to avoid a battery, our
skirmishers ran into a camp of about six
hundred rebels, when their pickets fired
upoa them, and the whole camp beat a hasty
retreat. They left their beef on the griddle
and their camp kettles boiling, evidently
thinking we might be hungry after our fore-
noon’s march. We got no prisoners here,
but found in a house near by twelve knap-
sacks, the contents of which the boys appro-
priated to their own use. We had a very
good dinner that day. It consisted of ducks,
chickens, turkeys, mutton, corn-cake, and
all the luzuries usually found in country

-{ farm houses in Virginia. The people were

glad to see us, and I really believe three-
quarters of the inhabitants of this state, hon-
estly told, would go for the Union.

In our march from thia place to Longs-
ter’s station, we took about 20 prisoners, but |
failed in cutting off the retreat of the troops
from Fairfax. Although we had two hours
to spare of the time given us to get to this
place, we were one hour behind the retreat-
ing column of rebel troops,

We rested at this place until about 4

into line again and marched from there to
Centreville, about seven miles this side of
Manassas. Here we found the other two
divisions, which bad arrived in advance of
us, and were obliged to stop, as the head of
their column had unfortunately ran into
one of those infernal machines, otherwise
' known as a masked battery. The Mass. 1st
received nearly all the damage done by this
battery, the Boston Fusiliers losing over
twonty men. 1t was thought best to wait a
few days more before making an attack on’
Manassas, in order to let the men rest and
give the regiments that were cut up time to
get in order again. We had in the mean-
while ample time to reconoitre the enemy’s
position and look the country over. Near-
1y all of the two days we were at Centreville
we could distinctly see, with a glass, that
the rebels were being reinforced very fast,
and it was apparent to almost every one
that their force was very much larger than
ours; but notwithstanding all this, we were
ready and anxious to fight them at any odds.
We did not for a moment think of defeat,

and had all the forces been put in the field

ten miles, and nothing occurred through the {

was but very little excitement, except the 1

o'clock the next afternoon, when we got |

that we bad in the vicinity, I do not thlnk
we should have been defeated. .
At about 2 o'clock on Sunday morning
we were called up, and by 8 were on a line 3}
veady to march ; but did not march until

nassas, which we kept for about a mile and
a half, when we were led through the fields,
north of the main division, which was to
nake the attack in front whi'e we were ta:
take the route around through the woods
pnd attack the rear. We arrived near
Bulli’s Run about noon I should think, and
then regi after regi were hed
off and put in positions where they were
peeded the most.

' 1 will not attempt to g1ve you a descrip-
tion of the battle. I could uot if I would,

and I will only follow our own brave Fifth.
d do not believe there were braver officers
‘or braver soldiers on the field that day. We
Zdiveated ourselves of eur blankets, haver-
‘sacks, canteens that had no water in them,
-and all useless baggage.
kept close to the woods to avoid the fire of
‘their batteries, until we came to the foot of

.here we were ordered {o lie down and rise,
one company at a time, and go to the sum-
mit of the hill and fire; then file to the right
and left to the rear and load ; then march
1o the rear of the rest, and fire when the
ime came again.,

Col. Lawrence commanded us in pemzu
giving his orders with such distinctness and

the flurry and excitement.and absence of

of their own men; but such was the coob
ness of Col. Lawrence and Adj. Chambori
that not a mau of our reglrnent waa sbot
this way. -
At the time we were stationed in this po-
sition, cannon balls and shells were flying
over our heads thick and fast. One shell
‘burst right over the centre of the regiment,
and the pieces fell down among us like
huge hail stones. One piece dropped be-
side myself; I picked it up and have it now.
Almost every one has some kind of a trophy. |
‘We soon drove the rebels from this point,
and then we had to march through the Run
at “ double quick,” in order 1o get at them
at another point. We went upon another
hill, and were placed along side of the Fire
Zouaves, where we saw the best fighting
that-was probably done by our division.
The rebels lay piled two and- three deep
in front of the gallant and brave Zouaves,,
many of whom followed poor I}llswonh to
his long, last home. Here a charge was made
by the rebels on the battery which we were
sent to protect, and our forces not being
strong enough to withstand the charge, we
were scattered in every direction. I did
not see Col. Lawrence after this, but was
soon informed that he was wounded. Atter
this, not being able to rally all the men
around the colors, Capt. Wardwell, of Co.
F, and Capt. Gea. L. Prescott, of Co. G,
(Concord Artillery,) rallied all the men
they could and went into the battle on their

P

| ewn account. They were cool and ealm,

and fought bravely. Soon after this our |
color Dearer was shot, but the colors are’
safe.

Our regiment made several rallies after
that, and were just forming when they

| opened their fresh batteries, right upon us,

when we were obliged, with every one else,
to retreat. After the order bad come for
us to retreat, we got together as many as
we could, and Capt. Prescott tried hard to
make. the- regiment return to the conflict
again; but the rebel force was so large that
it was finally thought not best to go back
alone, and at this time another battery
opened upon us, and we agreed to meetand
form again at Centreville; expecting, of
cougse, that we could make a stand there,
but just before we got to Centreville an-
other battery opened upon us, cutting us to
pieces, and scattering us in every direction.
Many of us did not reach Centreville until
the next morning, and some poor fellows
did not reach there at all. Those who did
reach there that night did not stop, but kept
oo until they reached Washington or Alex-
andria. We do not pretend to count the
killed yet, for almost every hour some one
arrives who was 80 much exhausted that he
could not reach home sooner. Qur loss is
not near so large as we at first supposed,
and we hope yet to see wany alive who have
been counted dead.

We are stationed, by companies, in dif-

ferent parts of the city, and at present are

.

sunrise, when we took the route for Ma- |

‘We were then |

-8 bill which sheltered us from their fire; !

precision as to avoid the possibility of anac- |
cident. : *One regiment on the left of us, inf f:

‘order, fired altogether, killing at least thres |-

only taking care of the sick -and wounded.
There are at present only five missing from
the Concord company, and we hope to see
*~some, if not all of them yet. The Walthama
bays are all alive and well.

OQur army will not be ready to march
fagain for several months; but when they
do go it is to be hoped, for the sake of the
poor soldiers, that all politicians will bekept
from having any thing to do with it. Gen,
Scott says that he fought the battle against
his own judgment; and it was evident to
every one, by the swarm of politicians in
j our camp at Centreville, that the whole
thing was gotten up by this class of men,
- many of whom have less_ principle than
brains.

The time for which our regiment enlisted
‘expires in just one week from to-day, and
we shall probably return home as soon as

skirts of this shameful civil war, which is
equally a stigma upon Christianity apd a
disgrace to humanity.

The readers of our early hlutory may
remember that when ome of Virginia's
brave sons was appointed aid-de~camp to
Braddock, and meeting a party of French
aod Indians in ambush, he proposed to
place himself at the head of the Virginia
riflemen and fight them in their own way, the
baughty British general declined the advice
and was defeated, and a famous Indian war-+
rior who assisted in the defeat was often
heard to swear that Washington was not
born to be killed by a bullet, for, continued
he, “I had seventeen fair fires at him with
my rifls, and after all I could not bring him
to the ground.” The Rev. Mr. Davis, (per-
haps a- relation of Jefferson,) in a sermon
occasioned by Braddock’s defeat, has the
following words: “ I beg leave to point the

P. '8.—Edwin S. Barrett, of Concord,
was with us through the whole march, and
was in the heat of the battle, doing good to
the fainting and the wounded ; making no
distinction between our own and those of
‘the rebels. He administered water and
comfort to all. - Such acts of himanity were
.not & common feature of the day, and are
worthy of notice. P,

The Republie.-- .
George Bancroft, in his'able History of |
the United States, says: “ The Republic

.unsought, because society contained the
.elements of no other organization.” Also,

¥ Tha States which were. henceforth inde-

‘pendent of Britain, were not independent
iof each other.” By what authority then,
‘could South Carolina assume a  freedom,
nuverexgnty, and independence?” Is it |

ur the people constituting a State, adopt
hns course, it would be to imitate that king
dom from whose oppressive acts and servile

Ashamed of the vices and the character
of that tyrant, who was unfit to be the
raler of a free people, they cheerfully re-
nounced their country, and encountered

purpose of building up a nation which
might think freely and act nobly ; a people
who should be raised above all unmsaly
prejudices, account rank a trifle and color a
circumstance, viewing all races of men as
God’s own haudiwork, and created lolely for
his glory.

By an act of Virginia, a State named for
one of the ablest queens who ever ruled
the mother country, a Convention was held
in 1788, of all the States, to revise the
Federal Coustitution; and what stronger
proof need we than this of the recogrition
of the principle of brotherbood, the com-
prehension of the word * Republic?” Not
the Ci wealth of M h alone,
or of South Carolina alone, but the common
weal or woe of all the States must be con-
sidered ; and may we not hope, in’ God’s
rame, that this one act of her past history
may yet lead this State, which ought to be
the crown and glory of the whole sister-
hood, to return to her fealty? Can this
noble State, which has furnished our coun-
try with such presidents, be seduced from

er by the fall

of senseless demagogues? With all her
intellect can she not perceive on what a
false d the main arg: for
secession rests? How contrary, also, is the
act of secession to the whole spirit of the
Pilgrim Fathers, to the idea of building up
a glorious nation, that idea which inspired
her Washington and made him literally ghe
Father ot his Country ! Surely if we would
our republicanism respected, we must first
respect ourselves !

Have we so poorly learned the doctrine
of Jesus, prolaimed eighteen bundred years
ago, that we must now imbrue ourselves in
each other’s blood, and fancy that our deaths
shall be as glorious as those of the heroes
in the American Revolution? Away with
such fallacious reasoning! The noble poet,
Milton, tells.us, the devil planned a rebel-
lion even before the creation of the firat
pair, and executed his hellish purpose
under the form of a serpent. It is to be
hoped that the rulers of this noble land of
Amcrica may be wise as serpents-and harm-
less as doves, so that she may.soon clear her

11

we can be mustered out of the service. Af-
ter that, if anything pires of s
iL will give you the benefit of it.
i In the mean time I remain a5 ever,

I Yours truly, E F. P.

was to America a Godsend ; it éame, though |

inot evident, that, if any one of the States,

bondage our forefathers fled in disgust ? 4

danger in all its Protean shapes for the

| our last visit.

of the public to that heroic youth

+ o Col. George Washington, whom I cannot

4 but hope Providence has preserved for some
great service to his country.” At the pres-
ent time the country certainly needs men
who shall do her signal service, but we very
much fear that the ¢ judgment of history ” |
eannot enrol the name of Jefforson Davis |
among those illustrious men. B.

hand of improvement is going on in the
eraction of permanent buildings for the use
of stores, manufactories, &c. Previous to
the last fire there were quite a number,
of fine blocks of stores, and we learn thas
the most extensive loser had no insurance
on his property. A considerable number
of the people in the town are engaged in
manufactures, but business is quite dull at
present. Laconia is situated but a few
miles from Lake Winnipiseogoe, on the
bay, from whence a delightful sail may be
enjoyed. On a previous visit a few years
since, in ‘company with. several friends,
among whom we remember was Allison,
of the “ Gazette,” we had a fine sail of six

miles up the bay, and made a landing in a . .

dense wood, where our party passed 3 ahorl:
time very pleasantly. '
A fine steamer is used by a company
here, built for the purpose of transporting
wood from the upper part of the bay to the
village. Occasionally a party is gotten up
and the steamer engaged for a pleasure,
excursion,
- We called at the office of the “ Winai-
pisaukee Gazette,” and made the acquain-
tance of Mr. Shumway, one of the proprie~
tors. Mr. Shumway has been connected
with the paper but a short time, but appears

Trip to Liake Winnipiseogee.
To Manchester, N. H.; Concord; Laconia,
its Business, Newspapers, §c.; Senter
Harbor, Trip across the Lake; Magnifi-
cent Scenery; Wolfboro', a fine place to

4 visit; Sail 1o Alfon Bay; Trip over the

Cocheco and Boston & Maine Railroad;

Arrival Home; Closing Remarks.

Having a desire to make a trip “some:
where” for a change of air during the
sultry July weather, we accordingly were

-] not long in deciding which way to go, and

one day last week, with baggage in hand,
wended our way to-the Boston & Maine
railroad depot, aud purchased tickets for
Manchester, N. H. At noon the train
started, and in a short time we were out of
sight of the great city, steaming it at the
rate of twenty-five miles per hour.

“Rumbled the wheels, the whistle shrieked,

Far streamed the smoky cloud;

Echoed the hills, the valleys shook,

The flying forests bowed.”

After a pleasant ride of a little over two
bours we arrived at Manchester, where a
few hours were passed in viewing this
modern “ city of spindles.” We noticed
great improvements in the place since
Many large manufacturing
establishments, and quite a pumber of
elegant public and private buildings have
been erected in the meanwhile. But
Manchester is suffering from the effects

of the rebellion, in common with its sister
cities, and the principal topic of conversa-
tion'in the cars, the hotel, the street, and in
fact averywhere, is upon the ¢ War far the
Union.”

We called at the office of tbe “ Umon
Democrat,” expecting to find our old friend,
Hon. W. Harrimag, but unfortunately His
Honor was absent. Mr. H. has recently
become proprietor of that paper, and will,
no doubt make it a lively and entertaining
sheet. The newspaper press is well repre-
sented in Manchester, thers being two
dailies and some half dozen weeklies, issued
in that city.

Ag eight o'clock in the evening we took
the train for Concord, arriving there shortly
before nine, and sought lodgings at the
commodious hotel known as the  Phenix.”
After an invigorating breakfast on the fol-
lowing morning, we took a atroll about this
beautiful city. We should have been
pleased to have passed a day or two in this
delightful region, but our arrangements
were such as would not allow but a short
time at the capital. We called on our old
friend §——., whilom of Waltham, where
an hour was passed very pleasantly. His
place of business is in a fine location, and
he appears much at home in his present
situation.

At eleven o'clock we took the cars for
Laconia, about twenty-saven miles distant,
and in a trifle over an hour were landed at
the depot in the centre of the village. We
partook of a good dinper at the « Willard
Hotel,” after which we sought our friends,
where we passed a day under their hospita-
ble roof. Laconia has suffered much from
two disastrous fires within twenty years.
The last conflagration, about nine months
since, laid waste the largest portion of the
town, from which it will take several years
to recover its wonted activity. A large

portion of the ruins is still visible, yet the

d, and thinks he shall be able to:
stand the rigors of winter in his new loca~
tion as well as in Southern Massachusetts,
his former place of residence. - '
- There are two papers published in the
town, and they are tolerably well sustained.
The house where we tarried was once the

id of & celebrated auth whose
talented contributions graced the pages of
many of the periodicals fifteen or twenty
years ago. She now resides in a neighbor-
ing town, and from some cause has ceased
writing for the press altogether.

Having passed a day very pleasantly at
Laconia, we took the first upward train
about noon for the “ Weirs,” six miles from
Laconia. Here was the steamer Lady of
the Lake,” awaiting the arrival of the train
to convey passengers across the Lake to
Senter Harbor, about ten miles distant. In
a little less than an hour we were landed
there. The sail thither was very enjoyable,
and the prospect grand and beautiful. As
we did not wish to tarry long at this well
known summer resort, having visited it on
several occasions, we concluded to take the
next steamer for Wolfboro’, and spend a
sbort time in that delightful region.

We passed about an hour at the « Har

bor,” in witnessing the departure of the
stages for the White Mountains, and taking
a peep at the Senter House and its occu-
pants, at half past one went ou board the
steamer ¢ Dover,” Capt. Wiggin, for a sail
upon the “Winnipiseogee,” having a long-
ing desire to witness the scenery on this
beautiful lake. The day was somewhat
cloudy, yet we were treated to a grand and

in, valley, and
woodland Gn]ford mountain, Copp!e Crown,
Ossipes mountains, the Sandwich Range,
Mt. Chocura, Red mouatain, &c., were in
view, yet these were but pigmies compared
to the White Mountains beyond, which loom.
up like giants in the distance. The trip on
the lake was enchanting, the breeze fresh
and stirring, the scenery unusually pretur
esque. After a ride of twenty miles in the
steamer on the lake, we landed at Wolf-
boro’ and sought quarters at the ¢ Lake
House,” near the landing, where we found
a very comfortable stopping place at a mod<
erate price. The “ Pavilion Hotel ” is but
a short distance from the landing, and is
situated on an eminence commanding a fina
view of the lake and mountains. “ Tumble~
down Dick ” mountain, five miles from
Wolfboro’, is a famous resort to the lovers
of mountain scenery. The prospect from
this mountain is said to be equal to many
of the higher ones, commanding a wide
range of country.

Wolfboro’ is a beantiful place. Onr
country-loving friends will find it equal to
Conway or Senter Harbor. And then the
delightful eail across the lake, renders a
trip to this region bhealthful and enjoyable.
This isa great country for gathering berries,
and they grow of mammoth size. It isa
cheap place to live in, prices are low, and
so healthy withal that doctors have but little
practice. At the hotel we met with a
gentleman, a resident of Waltham thirty
years ago, and bad a very pleasant inter-
view with him.

After partaking of a substantial break-
fast, we left Wolfboro’ at half past eight,
“homeward bound,” in the stesmer, for

o




