AREMINISCENCE OF STONEWALL JACK-

SON—HIS WOUND AT THE BAITLE OF
MANASSAS, ' ST

In the February number of the Rich-
mond Medical Journal, we find an able
paper on ‘“gunshot wounds of joints,”
from the pen of Dr. Hunter McGuiro,
Professor of Surgery in the Virginia
Medical College, and, during the war,
chief surgeon on the staff of General
Stonewall Jackson, In thecourse of his
remarks, .speaking of gunshot wounds
of the hands, the Doctor cites the case of
the wound rececived by his renowned
Chief at the first battle of Manassas. The
Doctor writes :

‘When he made the celebrated charge
with his brigade, which turned the for-
tune of the day, he raised his left hand
above lris head fo encourage the troops,
and, while in this position, the middle.
 fingér of the hand was struck just below .
ithe articulation between the first and |
 second philanges. The ball struck the'
finger a little to one side, broke it, and |
-carried off' a small piece of the bone. He
‘remained upon the tield, wounded as he

was, till tho fight was over, and then |
wanted to take part in the pursuit, but'
was peremptorily ordered back to the
hospital by tlre General commanding. .
On his way to therear, the wound pained
him so much that he stopped at the first |
hospital he came to, and the surgeon
there proposed to cut the finger oft; but
while the Doctox looked for his instru-
ments, and- for a moment turned his
back, the General silently mounted his
horge, rode off; and .soon afterwards
found me. I was busily engaged with
the woanded, but when I saw him com-
ing, I left them, and asked him if he was
seriously lart, *“No,” he answered
“not half as badly as many here, and 1
will wait,” And he forthwith sat down
on the bank of a little stream near by,
and positively declined any assistance uin-
4l ¢ his turn came . Wo compromised
however, and he agreed to let me atten
to him after I had finished the case Iwas
dressing when he arrived. I determined
to save the finger, it possible, and placed
a splint along the palmar surface to sup-
port the fragments, retained it in posi-
tion by a strip ortwo of adhesive plaster
covered the wound with lint, and tol
him to keep it wet with cold water, Ie
carefully followed this advice. I think
he had & fancy for this kind of hydro-
pathick treatment, and I have frequently
seon him occupied for several hours
pouring cup after cup 8f water over his
hand, with that patienco and persever-
ance for which he wsas so remarkable.
Passive motion was ingtituted about the
twentioth day, and eavefully continued.
The motion of the joint improved for
several months after the wound had
healed, and, in the end, the deformity
wag very trifling,

During the treatment, the hand was
kept elowated and confined in a sling,
and when the use of this was discon-
tinued, and the hand permitted to hang
down, there was, of course, gravitation
of blood towards it. Under the circum-
stances you would expect this, Ineén-
sequence of it, however, the’ hard was
sometimes swollen and -painful, and, to
remedy this, he often “held it above his
head for some moments. Ie did this so
frequently that 4t became at length a
habit, and was continued, especially
when he was abstracted, after all neces-
gity for it had ceased. I have seen it
stated somewhere that whenever, during
a battle, his hand wsas thus raised, he
was engaged in prayer; but I think the
explanation I have given is the correct
one. I beliove ho was the truest and
most consistent Christian I have ever
known, but I don’t believe he prayed
much while he was fighting.




