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Tm Fdward 8, Barrett, of Concord, has. at
sroquost, furnished us the following narra-
2 of his experience on the day of the recent
o of Ball Run. To.will be found exceed-
Jyinteresting : and our veaders will agree
Gt all the “civilians” wha weat to the field
it day had behaved as well as Mr. Bar-
i, thexe would be no reason to complain of

0.
h?:is quite possible that the writer has m
e cases used wrong military terms, for he
skes 0o pretension to military knowledge ;
i his narrative will be found in all import-
Mparbiculars as aut.l_xentip asit is interest-
b It commences with the night before the
jitle :

h(l)" Saturday evening, the 20th of July, I
ad we were to start at half past two the
lowing morning, and our line was to be in
Jdivess at an early hour. We had ocenpied
scanp ot Centreville since Thursday night.
inpping my blanket around me, at 10 o'clk
- Ratehed myself npon the bare ground to
wp. The night was eool, and at 12 oclock
woke feeling very cold, and unable to sleep
re, | anxiously waited to hear the signal to
are.  Ab two o’clock our drum sounded
ongh the camp, and was repeated through
eoumerous camps around us, and in half an
r forty thousand men stood ready to bat-
B for the Union.
The Fifth Massachusetts regiment, which I
femompanied,was in the division under Heintz-
kiman, acting Major General, and our regi-
-feot wag the third in the column. The First
Jyimnosota, under Colonel Gorman, led for-
by the Massachusetts E:eventh, Colonel
lrke ; then the Fifth, Colonel Lawrence,
‘yith the regular eavalry and a battery of ar-
‘Kieey leading the advance. We waited, in
rehing order, from Lalf past two o'elock
il after six before the order was given to ad-
uee, and then we learned that Colonel Hun-
ler, with exght regiments, including Governor
Lyogue’s command had preceded us, and we
Ayere to follow. General McDowell and staff
fiesding our division.
Mounted on a secession horse, which I had
fuptured two days previously, 1 followed in
{terear of the regiment, in company with
Huartermaster Billings and Surgeon” Hurd.
Afom Centreville we took the extreme north-
road, leaving the Warrentown road on
wr left, which (zeneral Tyler had taken with
ks divison. Passing through a forest of hea-
Y7 oak timber some three miles in longth, we
Ymerged into the open eountry, with a wide
interval on our left, and the Biue Ridge Moun-
fuins distinetly visible on our right. We had
beard an occasionsl cannon shot during the
porning, but not until ten o'clock was there
uy sound of a general engagement. The hea-
1y eannonading on our left and in frons caus-
the march to be hastened, and our men
Jruld bardly be restrained, so eager were they
firthe’ fight.  About & mile and a half before
rersached the field the men began to throw
wnay their blankets, haversacks and all unne-
qesary appendages, the different regiments
ting to thirow them into & pile, or as near to-
miher without halting. I tied my horse near
e hospital headquarters, and hastened to the
W1 of the columu, which advanced in double
jick time till they ¢ /me witain reach of the
wemy's guns. The ight was raging on our
kil sad in front as our division came onto
thefield. I could see that the enemies batte-
s were posted on u long ridge, with woods
aiending on either flank, and separated from
wbya valley. It was now about half past
dren o'clock. General MeDowell ordered
ne brigade, under Colonel Franklin, consist-
iig of the First Mionesota, Eleventh and
Yith Massachasetts and a Pennsylvania reg-
mnt, to advance down the hill and take a po-
sion in the valley an a slight elevation di-
mtly in front of the rebel batteries. | followed
@ some distance, bat the shot rattled "about
m,and 1 haited near General MeDowell and
saff) while the brigade, swept past me and
fwwn the hill. I watehed for some time the
ulors of the Fifth with intense interest. The
rgiment reached the vailey and deployed to
lte right on to u slight kaoll, fell flat on their
faces, whiile the shot from the rebel batteries
{msed mostly over their heads. A battery
wept past me to take a position. I followed
italong some distance, when the Major gal-
loped back to me and cal'ed out: © Friend,
| eli Captain F. to hurry up my supports.” |
- i not know Capt. ¥., but hastened back and
mtan orderly, of whom I enquired who he
W, He pointed him oul to me near a regi-
neat of intantry. [ rusiied up to him and
|pve my message. He replied, ¢ They ate
loming right along.”” And on double quick
{ e regiment followed after the battery. ihe
tifle cannon shot, sheils and bul.ets sivuck all
| @oand me, and men were falling in every di-
| istion.  Seeing a high persimmon tree stan-
| ing alone, a short distance down the hill, 1
}ltermiend to climb it The top of it was
fzd, and about thirty feet of the ground.
{fom this elevation I had an unobstructed
Ytiew of the whole line, and I could see into
fie enemy’s entrenchments, where the men

ked like so many bees in a hive, and I
{4 plainly see their officers riding about,
i sheir different columns moving hither and
thither, Their batteries on the right and teft
¥ere masked with trees so completely, that J
tuld not distinguish them exeept by the tash
fom their guns; and a battery ina cernfield
®aur excreme lelt wasso completely conceal-
Wby the cornstalks placed so uaturally about
that our men came saddenly upon it, never

aming of one so near. ‘The cannon ball
{fruck the ground continually ciose to the
{2 and bounded along for a quarter of a mile
{Wthe rear. [ felt that I was above the range
]#these, bat the rifle balls whistledabout my
bad, striking the tre in a way anything but
Heasant,  Just after [ had reached the top of
e tree o New Hampshire regiment, close at
1%y left had succeeded in driving them from

¢ woods in front, and, with thres cheers,
ey fell back into line.

When the line was formed, three cheers
Yere piven for Colonel Marston, who had
fnghy gallantly and reccived two severe
1%unds, Sherman's batiery then commenced
11ting on my right, within thirty rods of me,
U 3t the first discharge the men cheered aund

y

watched the cfieet of the shel); which exploded l

inside the encmy’s inirnechment:, Ths men
cheered again, to gee thab they got the range
so quickly, and continued to fire with groat
rapidity, while the enemy returned the fire
with equal vigor and precisior, the cannoa-
ading being kept up ineessantly for an hour,

The shot and shell from  this battery must
have done therebels great damage, as overy
shot took effeet within their intrenchments, —
Still men and horses kept  falling near our
guns, and the infantry lines were parted in
many placas by their eanuon balis. U'ne val-
tey tor nearly onc-half a mile in front of the
enemy's works was fitled with oar infantey,
extending to syme  patehes of woods on our
right.  Our batteris were placed on various
eminenees on the dnk and rear, shifiing their
positions from time to time. The fire from
our lines in this valley was terrific, and as
they kept slowly advaneing, fiving, retreating
to load, and then advancmg aguin, it wasa
sight which no words couid ceseribe. For
thre2 long hours wepoured iuto  their in-
trenchments this terrible fire, and whenever
the enemy showed themselves on the flanks
they were driven back with great sluugiter.
During ail this time our men were subjected
to a eross five from the enemy’s infaniry sta-
tioned in the woods on our left, At oue
time the “ Siargand stripes” were waved in
these woods, and men dressed muck like
vur own called out not to fire that way. Our
men gradually drew up towards the flag,
when 1mmediately the secession flag was
thrown out and the rebels poured a volley
into our men $o unexpectedly that they were
for the time driven hack, but we soon regain-
ed the ground.

General M.:Dowell now ordered a battery
forward o take a position near a house ou
our right ; the Fire Zonaves were ordered to
support it.  The position appeared to me,
from my loskout, like astrong one, as it was
on a bill on alevel with the rebel batteries.—
Ouar battery started, the borses runmng at
the top of their speed, and shortly began fto
ascend the eminence, the Zoauves foilowing
closely ; but scarcely had the battery haltea
and fired, before the ememy oponed upon
toem {rom new masked batteries, and a terri~
fic fire of musketry from the woods, and our
artillery were driven back, many of their men
and horses being killed, The Zoaaves stuod
th.ir ground manfully, firing in lines and then
falling on their faces to load. ‘Lhe ranks
were becoming dreadfuily thinaed, yet they
would not yield an inch ; when suddenly out
dashed the Black Horse Cavalry, and cbarged
fariously, with uplifted sabres, upon them.—
‘Lhe Zouaves gallaotly resisted this furious
onset without flincbing, and aftsr firing their
muskets —too sorely pressed to load —would
fight fariously with the bayonets or any
weapon they could seize, and 10 some instant
¢3s drag toe riders from  their sadidles, stab-
bing them with theirknives, and mounting
toeir splendid black borses gallop eover the
tield. Never, since the famoas charge of the
Light Brigade, was 2 cavalry corps more cat
to pieces. There is a bitter animosity exist-
ing between the Black BHorse Cavalry and
Ellsworth’s Zouaves. A great many of the
cavalry are citiz:ns of Alexandria and Fair-
fax couaty and they resolved to kill every
Zouave thev could lay their hands upon to
avenge the deach of Jackson, and the Zouaves
were equally determined to avenge the mur-
der of Ellswortk ; 80 00 quarter was expueted
by them.

1.had now been in the tree some two heur-,
and all this time a continuous stream of woui.-
ded were being earried to the rear.  The 8 l-
diers w ould eross their muskets, placing thir
wounded companion across ; slowly carry them
past ; another soidier would have o wounded
man with hisarm around’ his neck, slowly
walking back, and thea two men would be
bearing & mortally wounded comrade in their
arms. who was in convulsions and writhing in
his last agouies.

Leaving the tree, I went along over the
field to the lefs, the bullets whistliug about
me and the cannon balls ploughing up the
ground in every direction, when I ecame ucross
two of our men with a prisoner, who said he
belonged to South Caroiina regiment. I ask-
ed him some questions, but he was dogged
and silent, and did not appear to be disposed
to reply to my inquivies. 'The shot fell so
thick, and shells bursting around me, [ huard-
ly kniw which way to turn. A musket ball
wh zzed past my ear so near that I felt the
heat, and for 2 moment thought [ was hit.—
The ground was strewn with broken guns,
swords, curtridge boxes, blankets, gun carria-
ges, haversacks together, with all the para-
phernelia of warfare, mingled with the dead
and wonnded men. [ saw here a horse and
his rider under him, both killed by the samo
cannon ball.  Secing a small white house still
towards the lelt, with a well near it, I start<
ed for some water, and getting over a wall |
discovered lying besiie 16 a number of our dead
with their bav ersacks drawn over their faces.
[ lifted the cover from their faces, thinking,
perhaps, 1 might come across some of my
{riends, but tiey were all strangers, or so dis-
fizured that [ could not recognize them. |
went to the well for.a drink, and as I drew
near the house I heard lond groans, and such
a scene as was there presented, in that little |
house of two rooms, and on the grass around i
it, was enough to appal the stoutest heart.

‘Lhe rooms were crowded, and T could not
gel'in ; but all around oa the grass were men
mortally wonnded. [ should think there were
at least forty on that green sward, within 20
rods of the house, and such wounds—simsz
with both legs shot off : tome with both legs
broken ; athers with horrid flesh wounds made
with shells. I saw one man with a wound in
bis back large enough to put in my fist; he
wag fast bleeding to death. As [ walked
anong them soms beseeched me to kill them
and put an end to their agony ; some were

tlooking man, whom I took to be a captain.

calling lor the surgeon, but the hospital was
more than a mile off, and there were but two
surgeons here ; some were just gasping, and
some had died.

I loft the house and bore off towards the!
right towards some low pine woods, about a
handred rods distant, and scattered along
were the dead bodies of our men. On reach-
ing the wood [ found the ground literally
covered with the dead bodies™ of the enemy,
and I counted in the space of ten rods square
forty-seven dead rebels and ten morially
wounded ; and scattered all through the
woods still farther back were any namber
more. [ talked with several of the wounded,
and they told}, me they belonged to the 8ih
Georgia regiment, Col. Bartow, and had arriv.

ed at Manasss from Winehester the day be-

fore, whers they had heen with Gen. Johnston.
They told rae their whole regiment was post-
ed in this pine woods,  One young man told
me he was from Maeon, and that his father
was o merehant, T asked another where
he was from ; he replied defiantly, “f am for
disunion—opposed to you.” This man had
both thighs broken.

1 heard one of our soldiers ask a wounded
Georgian if their orders wers to kill our woun-
ded.  He answered No.  Our soldiers earried
water to these wounded men, and as they lay
writhing in agony a cup of water was put
within their reach. The convulsions of one
of these men was awlual to leok vpon ; he ap-
peared to have been shot in the lungs, as he
vomited blood in largs guantities, and in bhis
strugeles tor breath wouid throw himself ¢lear
from the ground. I nwoticed among the leaps
ot bodies an oflicer dressed in light blue un-
iform, with green stripes on his paaty, a fine
1
also saw one of our soldiers take sixty dollars
from the hody of a dead Georgian ; and their
knives, revolvers, &e., were appropriated the
same way. This { looked upon as legitimate
plunder for the soldicrs,but as a citizen | fore-
bore to take anvthing from the field.

. I'thiok the Hghtin this wood must have

been fiercer than in any part of the fizld, ex< 1
cept it may be on our right, where the Zou-
aves were. This woad was near the envmy’s
right, and where the fight commenced in the

morning with llunter’s division, and as Heint.

zelman’s division came inte zction the rebels
were giving wav at this peint, under the gall-
ing fire of Col. Marston’s regiment, while the

Riode Island troops and some New York regs
iments had driven back their extreme right.—
Passing through these pine_woods I still bore

o the right towards our contre, and erossed a

cleared space and came to some heavy woud,

on the edge of which I porceived a number of
dead scattered about; and se -ivg several woun-

ded men, T wen$ up to one of thew, and found

be wasa rebel belonging to an Alabama regi-
ment. He told me he joined the reginent on

the 18th ot April.  He poirted to a dead horse

close to ug, and said, ** There is wy Colonel’s
horse, and I suppose you hiave taken bim pris-

oper.”

[Concluded to-morrow.]



