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Ia CHAPLAIN NEILL'S LETTER.
Cap- Wannivarow, July 24, 1541,
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Wiedoesday Night,

- o The vomductors of the sd-
vauee towards Hichmond forgot the better
part of vulor, discretion,  Our regiment,
aa you have learned, was in the mlvance of
Heintzelman's column, and | never suw men
belimve with 0 much dignity and checrful-
ness,, with the entire abscnee of all ghouting,
ga they descended into the battle field. O
copying thu extreme right on the bnttle
ficld, sud o proximity to the Fire Zoauves,
I have po doubt that their red shirls led
the rehels Lo suppose that they were all of
the same corps, and direct their fire upon
our men with greater CUETEY.

It was painful, I assure you, to be on the
battle fieldl and have nothing to de but
dodge caonon balls. It was impossible fur

me tolag behind, as I felt that the soldiers
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tered the engagement ; snd yet, when they
ghirmished around and leit me near the ar-
tifery, 1 felt & singulsr loneliness. and would
bove felt mueh better if 1 had bad some
distinet military duky Lo perform.

As the battle censed, however, 1 found
my hands fall in dragging our wounded
men to the hospital, neur by, Afterwards
I saceceded in bringing Capt. Acker, Lieut.
Harley, (of Capt. Pell's company,) and five
other wounded men in ap smbulance to
Cyntroville, near where we had comped
before the battle, Hurley and 1 reached
thia place before we were ordered Lo retire
to VWushington. We reached Urcorgetown
at 1L A. M, Mondey, having beco ou cur
foet, with the exception of s few halts, thirty
hours. Daring that time 1 eaw the battle ;
wos iu the awbulance und sorrounded by
thousands of panic etricken men ; forced Lo
mukew wounded man tear of bis flannel

&e., on the road, which lus been 5o fuliy
told in all the papers. From Saturday
pight ut ¥ix o'clock until Monduy at dinner
time, 1 hid the privilege of eating two pilot

r coffee,

All my bagguge was thrown into the roaid
to make way for the wounded, and 1 fear
that the trunk say be captured. In that
cnse | am left with only the clothes on my

and Stewort, fearing thut they wmay have
¢ | been eaptured, but to night the former ar-

| the fidld, and all of them escaped withou

o7 fle | the alichtest geratel, o _____l4



