A SOLDIER’S LLTTER.

Bescripilon of the Baille by a Captala of the Socond
Reglment of New York.

The following leiter from a captain fn the
Second regimeat of this cliy gives & virid descrip-
tion of the battle at Boll Run, aud the real nature
of the paaic :

Cawr Powsit, 1
Heavquarters Sxcosp Ksar. N Y.E M.,
Wasmixeros, D. ., Juls}.6, lﬂ'ﬂ.s

Dear ———: Your faror of the 2ithinstant, as
well as the previous one, were duly received; cir-
cumsiances, 88 Jou are no doubt aware, prerented
an answer to the first.

On Monday, the 15th instant, we received orders
tobe ready with three days, ratioes, and without
knapsacks, carryiog blankets only, to mova in tho
sdvance st five r. w, the next ovening. At the ap-
pointed hour the line was in motlon, azd soon af-
ter reachied the Ohlo volunteers' camp, who fell in
our rear, giving New York the hoaor of the ad.
vance. We thenmoved off for Vienas, haviag beea
in tke mesntime joiced Oy the Coanecticas
Brigede, which cowpleted our division (Tyler's),

Tte ecemy’s pickets and advance gunid rapidly
fell backopon our approsch, and afier passiag Falls
Church pressed eu Faiefox st sn early hour in the
wmorniog, aud, betog oa the left of the divisiou, we
deployed towards Germantomn, while the right en-
tered Fairfax, After u short reas the right joined
us, and we mearched oo in column and cotered Ger-
mantown, the enemy bang iu sight aad hasuly
sonnipg out of resch of our guds. At ibls poin:
wa  were wloimed that the ememy, 15 the
number of fiReen thourand, were oa the
1etreat god only ove sod s-half hours shead of
uur advasce. Our scouts bariag brought oy this in.
tormation, the news Laving been centirmed by
Lieutenant Tompkins of the dragooas, we szsia
100k up the line of march, the heat being dresdlul,
wud the men aufferiog terribly. Atler msscaing
vutil Ista in the alleracon, ths men bsiog fairly
«<tbausted, our adrance suddenly camz oa the

| exdeavoricg 1o spike

orse C Wera UpOR
or fesr hundred, Scelng thot sur live was
a3d some eficers in full Tetrent, seversl of the o8
cers, ey 'mh-]uB Lisutensat-Colonel Wilcox,
Lieutenant Downey, Ca Hueston and otbers,
rallied the . men, aad gave them 8 terrible velisy,
y“mm-mmm m‘u‘:—'.‘.’j
ing emptivd anum gaddies, aad redac
thgl.;"n‘“ber before the third veliey to about SRy
or siziy men. .

At that obarge we lost saveral of osr mec, axd as
we did ot see some of them fall, these that are
now m.ssing mey bave besa t prisoners, but
23 ] saw them catsivg right sod leit with sadre,
earbize azd piatol, u‘mnlly not caxing 10 tske
piiscoers, am of the opivi thst those or the
ost of those 20w smopg the miseng wha were ot
officers in wziform will mever be heard ol agafo,

1 am confirmed In this opivlon from the fac: that

l[ﬁq 1t 0nly bayonested the ronndal l[m 2hs W
20 1] s,

AL

iCe; ard pot satisfled with that { dutmeily saw
sot fize t0 the same, 20d shoot asd cut those
sudeavoring 10 excags. My blocd boils te thisk of
thair atrocities, and makes my feelinge savor ef
bate szd resecge for fallen comrides. )
mours the loss of cur physictsm, Dr. Alired
Powell, & wvoble man, who ref: to lears
those upder bis care, and was bzetally mur-
deted by them while enmgs placing our
woundsd in the ambulsnce snd our Assistaut-Sar.
guson and Cospolly gon of Charles W',

onnolly, of 1he firm of Chss. W, Connolly & Co,,
New Yotk,)after a brief defence, were taken pris-
overt. g ‘
During the excitement cor Colone! (Tompkina) |
was cut offfrem his reglment b{upiny-l the
caralry, apd, |Tctlor with Colonel Corcoran, was
ol 1 avd ﬂn at by them for s2ms distance, and
ouvr Colenel sy t! saw them stioot at Colonet
Corcoras and thinks ho was wouuded aud tsken
risover, a3 mot belng as well moonted us our
gulc uel (who was ou tlie Lieatensut-Colonei’s mag-
vificeat black horse), be was uadoubtedly rode

down.
At the time of the rally [ spsak of Licalensat-
Colonel Joba A. X wag fo_command, asd
bravely stcod his gronnd, and reforoied the regi-
muent in good order, and was d ninisted theten
vy tbe major (J. J. Dimock), Captain Uueston,
Lieutepant Downey snd & few other spleits.
Those that kzow e can essily determinewere [
must_bave beea,as I do not bellava m nue blow-
o bis owm born 100 maeh, 1 will 1
te bo pralsed or consnred by other
After the 5 was disposed of tlue regime
:w# formed sud under good order, by Lieat,
ast.Colonel Wilcox and assisted by Adjutant Re
tbe Zousves, Wiscondin, Couucciicut snd Malne
tegiments being iw advance of vs, wé slowly re-
tcated, the Zouaves having beaten back snother
attack of the Black Horse Cavalry while oa aa-
otber road and befere meetingus. Whatever others
sy soy [ empbatically say toat our line withdeew
10 good order, and that thy New York Second way
the [ss1 to leave, as they were the Brst in the
battle-field. As sa izsiance to show the falsity of
sny pazic being in existence smong the , some
of our men cogsged themaclires pic
berrles onihe road side, while others were occapied
ike with thetr own ranirods the
deserted pleces of Carlisle’s battery, If that looks
hke » panic or a stsmpedo I amm very much mis-
tuken. “The fact is, that the men were exbausted
by eleven bours of tbe seversst fighting (hat
ever took plxce om this convaest; and, as some
European officers have beea Leard to tay, sus-
passed svythiog they ever saw. 1do noi think
bistory caa slow an ipstance where 23,000 men
sttacked upwarde of 100,000, wand fought
them in an entrencked camp with concealed baite-
ties, 08 well 28 men for that e, The whole panic
vus outaile of Fre miles f1om the battlag'elf, and in
tbe neigbborbood of Colonel Milea's resria at
Centrevilte. Otherwise we would hareheen cat to
ieces bafore reschivg tho reserve, as has been
testified to by several cxperienced oilizers, that the
good order of Schenck’s brigade in retreatinyg saved
st whole srmy.
After falling back to Centroville and taking oar
porition Lehiud the zessrve we received orders to
1all back to our c!d camp,a distasce of .thiry

| miles, (lall’s Cross Rouda,) which we resched ia

gocd order at 6 o'clock next morniog. Absut 1n
o'clock Sunday pight orders wers issied for the
wtole Jine 10 fa)l back—the raserve and all which
they &id in goud order, sad withont bumi sanoyed
ty she eveoy seve Ly pumsrous barricades onshe
rced, which had to he removed.

We were subsequently remored to Washington,
sLd are pow in cAwp recraiting s well as reorgen-
izizg the regimrnt, We nomner sll teld now only
70, 80 Yau see this campaiga has preity well used
us up. “We nsmed our cimp 'owslt, fa boaer to
cur poble surgeca. Asfarss I cia ascrtain the
ezemy loat four times a8 much s our sids, other-
wiee ibeir main body would not have faliea back en
Mansasas Gap (o recruit ; however aome of their
sdvasced cavalry are still bovening around ear
pickets at Vieous and Fall’sa Church, bat will not

dare sdvarce e

18 coucivs'on I must say (hat although repulsed
we are Lot disgraced, have faught those cow-
ar6ly teoundreis, that though i esteenched camos
snd Lekind mssked butieries, and hidiu the woods,
they were whipped twice that d‘d’aby 00e-quartar
of 1heir pum! thas onr side witbdrew from
exbauation only, in facl, { mnet aay thel as a conm-
vivial party of the officers of oot regiment beld
duzing Satardsy pight, the probabilicy of a defeat
wua contasied, sad fimly bolieved by & msjority
ot us who were preaent.

_Our party sang « different tuae on (he following
nigbt (Sunday), slihough ca account of gut fortu.
oate ercepe wo ware joviul s the extreme  Qur
Ieae will Le beavy, but as preseat, on acconat of
the sumber of m'sain g, we are uaable {0 make out
s 1ull report.

Qur men behuved nobiy aud surpayved the fnest
trcops in the werld, bat aur volanteer (political)
gene.-uh. as well a8 some favorite politictl colenels,

elaved sbarcefuliy, and in many irstances exhn.
rdico and inetliciency—ihe excep.
were vory (ew,

I atalt awsi: the ra-orgasizetion of the.regiment

bescra taking steps, but 1if wa are 3rain placed ua-

der the cormmand of politicians 1 aball resigu my
21lien aud return 1o cind life. Mowe

ntervel 1 will endearor to abtail
while, wad 12¢ you sgain belore
ther e3m] 2igD.

T omitied saping that I Qid om s thivg for effect
duiing tbe beavy fire, which hed the besi Ictluence
o tbemen, when | tried then by giviag them
vrders, aud that was the litile thick of qaietly
smoting i, While the wea wece falliog arauad
zie 1 wosl confless my caolncas wes rather forced,
but ':; bad the dedired effect on the mem mud 1 was
eatistied.

far for
ring upon ano-

€cewn)’s camp, and esgerly poucced oa the faw re-
mamiuyg i aa welt as i blo of
their ratious, which werd lelt bebicd in their
baxty Hight; in fact some of our men found
@ natch or (wo, besides epsuloites, as well as
apy quentities of correspondence, in which the fair
sculbern damoels begited their lovera 13 got a plecy
«fn * Yupkes ., sod oo other
1Lemes erous lo on. Tune wen batng
extsusted and pight spproaching, ss well ae the
rosd dacricadad by filica trues, wa halied, threw
ont our piekels apd camp guard, acd aftce bassly
cisposing of sn insatlicicns meal, (being the tirat
#iLC2 WOFDIDG,) WO Wrspped uorselres 10 onr bisu-
huts, 8Dd With O O coveriag save 8o lrees,
were 300D #ound asleep. Danng 1he nigdt we had
severs] slasius, on account of the enem)y’s caralry
uyipg 10 prss our pickels, 1o which eforid they
sutlered saverely. At wa early hourin the mormmg
i Fhursdsy 17th,) lhine was ngaln formod, sad the
whole army of the Patomac moved on oar nght, in
i1be centre and lo the adraoce.

Ceptsreville was 8002 siter resched ; line of
battle belng formed, and Lhe scouts Saat out.
Thoy toon sfter arrived with the iatelligence
that the ecciny bud sgaiu falien back Irom their
intrepcoments, and at tnis ataye | tust eay that §
uever saw & better place to make stand, ac ths
il commanded all the appioaches for ovar two
ralles sround; howerer, sudse[uon: gccnrrences
bave satisiled me that they Baa far supetior loca
tices at their command, Tae beat batug teerisle,
t0d out wen exbausied, wo here haited 10 ragl, end
uiter &0 hour OF 30 we boatd heavy tinng oa &
otber 2ida of Centrormillz, sud vur¥ s00n learasd
1bat our Genera) (Tyler) had avtscicd shy eneuny’s
wasked batteries aithe bead of Rocky
1wo miles from Ceatreville, wbich, v Paders
have ere this informed ; 00, wastoc cslebrated pro-
ceeoing of tke 13th iustsot,

Duriog the heat of 1be eogagemens vae brigule

wag ol up, sod upon reasting t5c sceas,
tLe Suaty-vi od other reiimaats had besa withe
drawn, I at ouce desteo;

ot
sod otbers of bis kiad, in the esti
Tyler bad received arders to
rewnsn at Ceniremille-—vatil fartarr ordera,

We then mstched outstde of that paint abaut
two tiles, and encamped or tou lft o: the
road, (Warrenton,) while the Sixiy-ninth,
ty-nioth and oibers were oppon!
weined bere, in. aight ot the Loemy's s
posts, from tha ntil two v'clock Jaoday
wospiog when tl v, took plaze. 13oth before
reachiog this poimt, and whea we raachod i, wy
sogaged in that haxardous business
oa Touradsy pight in partica.
Jar 1 was in sdvancs of the line 3 milenl lenst, sud
vemened ous wasit wn o'clock st night, whea [ was.
calfed 1t ; and while outy bowaver, sad ajout sua-
set, [erroated tbree inen la citizeos’ clothes, who
were bovering around our lines and satistied me
upon su exsmioation that they sboald ba detarned,
1'wccordingly brought tbem {n and wers daly ex-
swioed by eur Brigadier, General Scbeack, who
buing im bed and ratber sleepy, :n3da 2 basty ex.
aeiipation and postpoued the matier 1!l the follow-

mg ing, whea alter aaother exsailaesien, he

aiacl ed them,

After their discharme some of us who were
diesstisfied  took the iroudle to search their
bouses, and nuufﬂd n_ Hoding [t

1u of & very tecent date sinped b{
- Marsfield’s Alde-de-Camp, Capiain D
which showed tbat they w

them for thi Turpue ia

mede up my mind thet 1sbould take 0o more pri-
soner [ wh\lt‘pmouu. thoy should be accl-
¢ vol complea of m;

aned st Rocky Rua,and bafora s
a8 led 10 suppose ihal we were wailinyg
od Loary gaos, At

Tapeing, [
teinforcementa of both m
the appointed bour, w0 a. wday inorolay, sad
Derore prayers, we moved off #ta quick pace bnt
wibout makisg any unsecesssry poise. Uar di-
sisdlon, (Tyler's,) consisting of the Jesond New
Yark, First sad Becood Ollo, Sixty.aiath, Seventy-
Dinth and otbers, 100k the lesd, 1a tnc mesatime
our scouts and pickels belng thrown ost. a* Hve
A X, the live baited sad our rugimeat was
thrown forward in edvance, whila the Sixiy.
nisth and Serenty-vinih took & positioa on our
:’!‘mkﬂ l.:mr mt‘uloltri.gith- a‘n y;:' p:gi-
ion our gl sad walting o
slgnalgun to be Ared

row up by thefisak so as

1o'be Ubder cover of the woods, aa o seme
time near enovgh 10 make & charge on the enomy’s
battery. At alitkle befere six we first drew the
fire of tbe enemy by imprudenily showing eur
ocwmand, ¢r rether & Supposing
§2 10 be a small batiery, as It wes, we quistiy pase-
od on fer the p.:r’ou Q'I'IIIBHI' kwm

spparestly oew mi
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