Battle of Bull's Run and Manassas |

———
Letter from One of the Mercer Guard,
Gth Louisinnn Voluuteers.

We bave been favored with the following
“letter from a private of Col. Seymour's Rogi-
went, Mr. John Tobin, of this city, belonging
to the Mercer Guftd, who was promoted from
the ranks to a lientenany for his gallantry..
T'he letter wae written in pencil to a friend,
with all the freshness and fraukness.of the
true goldier, and will be found highly intereat-
ing, an everything must be to us at this time
on this subject :

Uwrion Mirvs, Va., July 31, 1861,

Dear Fricud—We are now cncamped at
this point, on the Orunge and Alexaudria Rail-
rend, five wiles from Manassas Junction and.
Hivo miles from Fairfax Station, i

Wo have pasced through many scenes and:
pheses of life siuce I last wrote you, and have;
seen as hurd daty as is common to voluuteers.
We have, for a week at a time, slept on the:
bare ground, without: avy:shelter: or covering.
excepl what the. heavens saw fit- to bestow,
upou us. We havebeen on daty darivg heavy.
rajne, alt uight and day, unable to change ont
wet upiforme for clothing miore dry und com:
fortable, for the simple reason thatwe were
without a change of wearlog apparel-
baggage baving beou  transporied. to: s
pluce unknown to high privates and'subeltérns
guch is the life of a soldier;: hie' toils, brizls;
and privations are our every-day exparience.

At 2 o'clock on the morning of July 17,
while encamped at Fairfax Station; we were
arcueed from our peaceful dreama by the
morping reveille.. We were taken unawares’
Ly thig uuthocght for alarm; however, we:
willingly performed the first duty of a goldier,
(1o obey orders,) nand took our respectlive
places in line to receive ovdere. "Teuts were
struck, and bLaggage of all kinds, "cooking
utensils, &ec., packed in -double-quick time,
and ‘twas then we ucderstood that the enemy
were advancigy upon . our position, and 'twas
our intention to give them a warm reception.
Our baggage, and every moveable and cam-
hersome article being packed into.our eamp:
wagons, our men proceeded.to take their poai-:
tion behind the breastworks they had 2 few
days before erected. : L :
- Our_compapy (Mercer Guard): and Cal..
hounr Guard composed the reserve, and were,
detnched from our regiment, and- entrusted
with the honorable poeition of covering..the:
retreat. We were e‘xpeotiu&(:the avtack every:
momient, when' Brig. Gen. Ewell, command:
ing thia brigade; (Gth Louisiana and 5ih Ale-
bams Regiwents,) - ordered: ‘a retreat; the:
enewy were then within afew minutes! mareh |
of our lato encampuent, and had we remalveds|
to give them buttle wo would have heen com:
pletely cut to pieces, or compelled to sur.
rendor. . .

Tbe reserve of which we were & part
brought up the rear of the retreating party,
and ﬁlllté(} at Uniou Millg, where weareuow
encamped. We retrented along the Orange
and Alexaudria Railroad, and took. the pre.
caution to burn seme four or live bridges be-
tween this poiut and Fuirfux Station, to pre.
vent the encmy's artillery from cowing by
this roud. I'wenty minutes afier our refreat
the enemy, coveiating of some 20,000 men,
were npon our late camp ground. They rent
the air with their shouts’of exultation, and
were 80 claled willh their victory thaythey
immediately took up their wareh, expectivg
to overiake and slunghter uva. To our rogi-
ment is due the honor of decoying and mis-
leading the evemy, and drawing them on to
Bulls Ruy, where they suffered so ioglorious
a defeut. ‘L'oo much praive cRunot Le beato wed
upon the ollicers commanding onr regiment.
I would muke mention of Col. Seymour, but
he is too well knowu. n soldier to receive any
praise from my pen, cither for bravery or
cupueily.

Qo the night of the 17th, both armies elef)‘
on their arwe, being stntioned about one mile
from euch other. On the moruing of the 1Sth,
the enemy advanced towards Bal’s Run, and
atieped to erons at Mitchell’'s Ford, and az
yon kuow erc this reachée yeu, with what
enccess,  Qur company, on the night of the
19, were poeted a8 picket guard for two
miles nloug Dull’s Rau, it rained incessinuly
al) night, and we were compelied to lay flup
on the ground to prevent the evemy seeing
our position,aud most important of &l to keep
our powder aud muskets dry. Qeccasionally
you could hear the sharp report of a1 muskat,
then Yrobably a volley, and you might bai
your life that every report told jts tale of
death, wpd tbe retoring eclio eeemed to
auswer that every shot had 4cecowplished its
purpoge. On the morsing of tha 2Uth, we
were yelioved from pickey guard by another
company, and went to our quarters to take
whatever rest the wel ground aflorded ua.
Nothing eventful occurretruubil the morniog
of tne 2t the day was benutifnl, the sun
shoue in all its spleudor, and to make our
crinee more holy, it was Sunday, and the
battle of Stone Dridge, thoe grentest battle
ever fouxht ou this conuinent was enacted.
On the morning of the 21st, at sunrise, the
battle was opened by the enemy’s artillery : it
is impoesible for me to give you anything like
a correct ilea of this well contested Dbattle,
I will not attempt it, but will couline myself
to ench facts as 1 kuow to be true. .

Neitber party had any advanmge up till 3
o'clock, P.°AL,” when the battle looked very
gloowy for our side. Qur troops at ona time
were punic stricken, and we would hive lost
the dny bad not the reserve taken their posi-
tion 50 us Loreceive the enewny’s five, aud cover
our refreating forces. Qur troops wera re-
formed, aud again led ou. ‘[hey were grdered
to charge bayonet, and with one yell they
charged, aed great God! what havoe and
butchery there ensued! The enemy were
formed thirteen deep around their batteries,
but had they heen ten times thut they could
never Bavo withetood thuy charge. Qur forces
care down upon them like a thunderbolt, and
with one cry of despair the enemy broke aand
run—the duy was ours. ‘The sum, which had
been concenled by dark clonds a few hours
before, now peeped forth npon this acene of
carnage and death. The dyving looked upon
ita radinub brightvess, and felt its healing
inlluences for Lhe last time. The yroans of tie
dying and tvounded could be herrid on every
eide, the living too eager for the fray to be of
any eervice to their dying comrades. So muach
for a goldier's experience. Yot us drop the
curtain on thie appulling picture, and return to
something more hinteresting. .

The enemy reireated towards Contreville,
closely pnrsued by ourforces; they were pur-
eved with great slaughter ze fay n3 Alexan:
dria. Al of their artillery, consisting of 67
pieces, were captured, Among them were
several Armstrong guns and Sherman’s crack
battery. The battle.gronnd covers & space of
gome ton wiles along Bull's Run. Tie losson
both eides must bave been immense.  Wetook
almost 1000 prisoners, aod sowme 500 cavalry
“horees, and captured -about 10,000 stacd of
armé—truly, a great victory.

. Qur- reglment arrived just ne tho enemy
wero- retreating. | Preeident Jeft. Davis was
5n the ground in time to ace the enemy dienp-
pear from eight. = . .

" Sach was the glorious victory achieved by
“our forces at Stone Bridge, July 21,-186t.

I would not attewpt to give vhe strength of
either purty ; itia currently ‘stated here that
“their force was 60,000, ‘and ours- 35,000,
give you this for what it is worth.- Itis troe
“that they wero the best: equipped army that
aver went iuto’ the :biathle: field ; thay . \were
“elad from -top to bottom ' in  the best--ail the
mnoney in Christendom . conld ‘not have: given

hew A mare cowpleto outhit, . " . o
= Tv will soon be droesa parade, and. I mue”
bring this Jong epietle to ait ends B




