| BatTLR ‘i;'.!ll.n or Bovn, R
‘ UN,
‘ Mouday Morning, July 2, 1?46{.:
We have met Lhe enemy and Zalned a tre-
| mendous and & glorious vietory. Bonth Caroli-
| mians have Lhe most fmportant part fn the fight®
and ours (Colonel Kersuaw’s Regiment, (Iuluut:l‘
Casn's Rogiment, and KeMrgr's Artillery ), have
. 2
the honor of having taroed the issue of the fight
and lij'al sent the enemy flying before us, There
force i8 not known, hut almost their whole army
must have beco engwred in the Hyht: ours
amounted to abonut 15,000.  On account of tha in-
equalily of forces, those firss engaged on our alde
suffered very severely.  Hamrron's Legion wag
almost cut to pisces,  HaMPTON is wounded and
poor Colonel JoRNBON was shot dead whl'e’lmd
ing the Legion to the charge. [is death }ma
caused universal sorrow and grief through all the
army, for he proved himself a gall
lent otieer In the shory tine m.LE:l I':I?nlw‘?:dsl:cvli
to him on the field: He was killed aL !,In-! e
mencement of the battle, by a rifle ball pa i
entirely through bls head. T have not bu[rnﬂ'it:m
:(:k::elalwr ;ilmna‘tja”' but HENKY saw muu}:adl;'
f rowm O
s i ¢ fieid snd attvnded it In the Hos-
Col. BARTOW, of Havannah, was k
: iHed
:?e.awm home. Tu® Bavannab cnm;»u'xiz:d-gfl":
‘:rm lerri:)!:y. The Washinglon Ligut latantry
we dmwv nceda 110 ssrong, und Joincd us, when
® ‘n , With but 14 ~they baving been sepa-
rated from the Legion, Al of the missing Er
not, ol course, dead or wounded, but [ a u!r-nfi‘
many are. Wone of the otlicers wero injurluct
| s Somth Carolina Regiment was severe]y
l\l“':?"- but 1 know no particulsrs abour it. A Fl
oae for the Hght, and Lucir defeat and logs,
emnm“hw morning (Bunday, 214t), a heavy:
g o Was comuenced smultancously up
“n:‘osap;;rc and left of our line of dcfvlmo-—-wl«u
ol Ts: oed near.the centre, a lite to (he
is continned for abuat an hour, whe i
Ihnl-vy dircharge of musketry commenceg on Lnl i
elt, atbout threé miles from ue, whicy pe &
ruged for nbout three hours, At the éml! ll[ua:U
|.|‘|m-. our regimeut was ordered to pmceelton ‘l;]ﬁ-
£ceng of .acnun. We lmmediately ndvaneed Uwi h
KeMPER's (Alexaudria) Arvtillery, which js i i
ed to our regiment and Casn's Tegiment, - :ﬁu;
. Afte

B8 arms argantraments of ser PREAZ0 Wag:

warching for about fonr miles, we i

of battle o the rear of ﬂu; 'ﬂn:l t;'(rll::;?l |‘n e
rifled nhe}[a burating over and nruuuﬁ 1 l‘-wm!
minute. The scene at this time wvm”:v?rj
tad o appal the oldest vetoran anl]““u.
were nntrivd  and  juexperienced 'vol d d el
The dead and wonnded were carried E:lrm o
the rear inn contluuons siream, and m‘\ e
the (.,ullfodernw. men were rokc;nin fnwwﬂ- i
portion of the ticld. The tire in nuirt ",m s
steadily cloaing in towards us, We w::l:-:a klullJL
tt::l the day was lost; that the Bouth curm;) 4
0ps were cul Lo pieces and ginped out, and he
;:2?5 were advancing in vast columps, | Yot .
bncar)l.)el:r:mn“d through the woods, and 'en::
i .gnged inatlerce fight with the New

or re Zouaves, who stood their grou d\ }
n‘slmrt time, but broke finally and r "- e
scross an open ficld.  We followed the ke
lfih? prospect before us when we r{heh\llrl. tl::;" A
h? d was indeed hopeluss, Not a friend Toniia
¢ seen, and the enemy was drawn up i T
afier Une for a mile In front of us. Wy Ik n‘ l!”u
:;;'Ef:-?,ﬁ ponrlug i1 volley afier \'ul!e:'l;::l_
g rest us. KEMPRR'S battery was dclnI')-:I
e an honor, but inally came up with us .“.‘1
o {'u round after round of shell ang r~”1"
Il-u. a,.u;n, .nL the same time, advanced nﬁ i
di".(:ﬂtn( ‘Ft‘\ eral other regiments on his lefi :lnljr
commenced by us waa followed ! >
them, and soon the Yankees were ﬂym“f B
E_n;:rla‘ur_the fichd, .Am:ough but a unﬁlln;:nrz-l-“
Rrﬂj} ared with theirs, we tollowed them u iy
giment (Kensuaw's) in the advance, T|p_i—om
;{:uqltunlsau bl‘(‘ﬂl.ll“_ll perfect rout, ]n‘fnnlr;" r':ur\?-

fae‘: c{: ;rtllﬁuang)iraeti in the pursuit of the p,
fast & u; ol dust befure them, Tue scene -:I' i
e dmt was awful. The dying and dead . s
tered fn every direetion, Gannon, o

ONA, armg, Accoutrements of every K|
:;;u::::f every description, wrm};:‘l:;l;n?n; road
wd rurn::uh the woods. 'We kepton In the pur
T, I.'nll:ﬁ“ miles, unti! aH that we could pr.m;
L B\y were completely routed, whep, b
baen O BraveBoARD, wo” returnéd 1o 'lb’
thirty n':m' g ol illery e mo;‘
el " 4 artilery—some
m‘_ry sayh:u:mh lm‘bn oum'L, us yel, be cuunu-t??--r
- el ol i} "‘5 ptared abous ten thousande
e il cloths, knapsacke, haversack: ¥
il .M.nz ou, llteral ¥ cover the ground. &V‘&?—I
o st uf now ure, we don't know, [f pur whe l‘5
ol It;tr:nue thew, it will be dohe jmm -llﬂg
il AVIS I8 hete—he, BEAURRGA WD s
phiomal :-: llna\'l[lx ali been in the Held Yea 'w?
AboMd L ¢ir killed and wouaded we u‘md.
ﬂ“lng.w‘they Arv rcallered «wrvwherv“n '!l‘ll J
Y Who have beyan 1o show (hemsutves nl":'

con

rr;"f::;l:a :-'iusing brisonarsin;  McDowesm

gl \;h:;:;ndw_lr_!ijft‘nnm-mu.-i ahd :::'uu

rﬂ;!‘r’.ohm “."' Toul was uanmfe".f,m"" e

L i:«::}u;: _'hn;he 1088 10 our regiment 1
4 % X Y compa ¢ [ '

s Toudel nowd ity o o o

comaereycuined axletom which will no d A
naes irill,;w-tll?:-";ur; in the eyes of the w;:ld

ad a hard i
Attt : me, not havi
et ouder cover rorhflvu nlehits, und rafuin,

qur

{Fram another Member of Uie Palmetio (/uard.)

n
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CrreepER U H, July 233
Irear Sister : 1 suppose youn have heard of o

retreat from Fairtax C. H. by this time. 1.wil

try and give you a description of our retreat and |
\he swo baigles we Lave fonght lately. Eoon
Wednoeday morning we heard our pieket firing,
.and knew the enemy was approaching. We pre=

/mishers. Dar o

1&““ our tenis, gathered up
verythimg wo Wad, and marched towards onr
teries, and two compenias out aa rkir
ny was sitong the skirmish
fog party. We had sgf been out 1aug befote the
erdur was uiven us to retrcat. The ay were
in bodies too Iarge for us to contend @ith. Our
ohjett was to drmaw them on Lo Minasdas June-
tion or Bull Koo, where we bad large 1o s
The| retreat was o Lerfible ooe AR P
having g thedarges, foree, wan ' 0 @ RP
us,und cat us off from o0 Lo % r
Bul we were L00 BIDRT o f LT

a ¥ery fast retreat % ¢ (e il YT i
teen miles, ar ] f voRR
dasly fron. s B AR B A
the; ynor i S e s skl WL
el ¢ i 1, B yCTY rich o an
L ' A d et in Ve '.ﬁ 2

1t} oas one of the
4 e rp e uedd tre grave, We culn
Mai= ofl for pis parents. < We eontin
1 1. liakd Run, the enemy pursulug
L e ull Ran, muoued our batteijes,
awa the enemny. They ¢id pot cowe uulil
Thutsdey morning. The tirst intimation we
wonr scouts, Two cannon Were
immediately rent ont to gnard the rond and Lo de-
coy them on Lo vur batlery. Cur Compapy was
sent out with them, to protect and covor the re-
treat, if neceseary, SWe had not lonyg to wakt. Wag
conld not see the enemy, bnt the cannon balls
came whistling over our heads like hail. Ouar can-
non fired elght shots,and retirned to our battery,
our tompany rew vning on the ficld ool they
| were sale, coveriog thewr retreat.  The encmy did
| pot come within rift: shot of us, o we did not
| wet a chagesto fire.  When we found they would
not, we retreated Lo onr hatteries with their can-
non balla peitivg after us. The enemy then re—
tired to our right flank, trying Lo wurn if. By
they met men there ready to conquer er dic.
There wasa terrible flrht roing on that elde all
the morning. We rould hear the musketry and
‘cannonading all day loug. We heard hout
frotn our men. We had whipped Lhﬁ that
slde. They were running, with our W€y charg-
img at their heels. The fight thea sto d on
ihat gide forsome thme, Theorder then®ame for
the cannon on oar side to go out into e field
neaim,  This time the Colonel went himself, with
vur gompany und four others. We thogght we

would get a ghot now certainly, but #e were
doomed to disappointment. They cam@gewit Line

range of our cannon,

Our ecannen mads "Uh horrible havolgamonk
{hem, that they retreatéd withont injorid® apy of 4
our men. One shet ur cannon m per-
fecl path througl thelr ranks. We ed 1o
| our batterica on our right 1l ik, where Chey were
| fightiog iu the worniog®  Ooly 52 0f our men kill-

l ed and wounded, and about 800 of the ghemy.
The encmy retreatedy and kept j

bresstworks, and untl
Sunday, the cannon

ay until
Bunday. All Baturdaygight we were throwing op!
émd vy morni a'eclock

3 re heard a m rom us.

The fight was going om for hoors, a mile away

1

from us. The enemy bhad retreated jee, and
were eight miles fro s (12 o'cloc en our

Regiment was ord into the ticld. ¥Our me

were all anxious to get into the fight, Col. Kyr-
badly burt from a  kick
froon & horse, "and he was Dol uvXpect d
1o be there; but, regardleas of his lex,
when he saw ns file out into the fivld, he mounted
hia horee and fillowed  On our way to Lhoe batil
ficld, erowds of wound d men paseed us—some ol
(hemn most miserably cut up, As we came in
hearing of the muskgtry, our Colonel leaped a
fence un horseback, took his place at our head.
The men all cheer® m. We had not far to go
We are on the baw®ficld. The musket and cin
non halls whistle throngh our rauke, The Colonel
gays, ‘* My boys, remremnber Butler, Bumter, and

shaw's leg  w

sour homes!™ We charged upon the enemy. |
They run like sheep before s I was the first
man in the Regiment shot, and was taken oft the
fie)d. 1am now ot a hospital st Culpeper C. .,
with about 200 wounded and dying men. They

are groaning ull aronnvd me,

Buat every thing b=

comfortable here. There is plenty Lo cat, and

kind ladies to nuree us

One of them wanted to

write this latter for me—said I'd better not write

—but I would.

(6N lerrenn)

From the files of
John Hennessy




