[The following appeared in part of our
last week’s second edition.]

LETTERS FROM THE 69TH REGT.

LaTek uccounts from Washington than
those given in our first edition convey the
gratifying intelligence that the reverse to
the Ubion forees was not o had as was re-
presented on Monday, a3 well as that many
of those reported killed are safe.  Among
those, we ure happy to say is our gailant
fellow-countryman, Thomas Francis Meagh-
er. whose bravery on the field of battle haa
earned for him the highest encominms, We
bave to regret, bowever, the loxa of Captain
Jamen Haggerty, one of the most gallant
aud beloved of the officers of the G9th, s
well as the uncertainty which hangs over
the fate of Col. Corcoran. Licut. Bagley,
aud others who are supposed to have futlen
iuto the hinnids of the envmy.

Capt. J. 1L Nugent and Licut. Dalton are
reporied sale. .

Surgeon Jobnson arrived in this city from
Arlington Heights on Tuesdny evening, hav-
ing been cor A to retarain il «
of n wevere attack of billious fever. He
was, in consequence, not on the field of ac-
tion, but was left in charge of the sick in
camp. Ile says that three accounts in rela-
tion to Col. Corcoran were brought into the
camp. the first of which was that the Colonet

Licutenant-Colonel, rushed s0 bravely in befire
us, and was about taking & prisoner, wien
be'fell a victim to & ball that passed thmufh 1is
Leart. Artillery gave in very early in e
day ;and not a shot nore was heard from thus,
whilst our cavalry rendered us very little or 20
assistance, while tiie enemy’s batteries played =
us hot and, htt'{ 11 the t{me. Our infantry b

to do the best they could. The enemy were €2+
trenchied on the left of a battery that wasplaylig
directly on the Sixty ninth, This entrenchmeit
wan filied up with Southern rifiemen, who cou

recelve reluforcemmenta from a wood that coverd
their left In epite of our u'oofs. My dear wit,
here is where they committed a slaughter on o1t
troops, who went up,one regimentafter anothe®.
The 14th, of Irooklyn, Were cut up pretty muct,
aswell ax I can thiok : 80 were our Elght Regi-
ment, of New Yourk., The Fire Zouaves, who
fought like tigers, were cutup badly. Qur timt
WAA nowW come; a0 we advanced towarda the aforc-
rald battery, futo u hollow, and, stooping down,
aod letting their rifted cannon balls whiz closely
over nur hegds, we pascd Smmediately onder
thelr battery to thelr JeRt and took our position
infront of the entrenchments. Then the firiog
commenced ,when & greatnany of our poor fellovs
fell. The firing continued from ten to fifteen mi-
nutes ; and, our fellows getting confused, from &
retreating Ohlo regiment, who ran through our
ranks, had alxo to retire from & hidden foe, for
wo could only see thefr heads and shouldern). 8
force fur grester in pumbers than ours, and wbe
were to be alded by about three hundrod cavalty
who were bearing down onus. We took ourfls

of Erin, with the Stars and Stripes, away, sl
right, although some of our boys were obliged to
work hard for it. Colonel Sherman, fearfng the
cavulry still, told the bravest of colonels (Colonel
Corcoran), to form square. The gallant colonel
#aid, * I have not as many as 1 like to doto :
but we'll do the best we can.”  Sothe brave and
d colonel formed us into equare, and s0

was lust acen in 1of two P .
of the regiment, resisting a churge of the
enemy's cavalry. 1le was in the act of urg-
ing them on to meet this charge when they
broke in digorder,and the Colonel ruddenly
disappeared, and notbing further was scen
of him. The second account is, that while
in the heat of the action, the Colonel was
wounded in the knee, but he still kept on,
cheering his men to the work, and pursuing
# portion of the cnemy who were in retreat.
Having been eleven hours on horsebuck, he
felt faint from loes of blood, and dismount~
ed ut u house on the rond, intending to have
his kneo banduged, and while he was in the
house the horse ran away. and nothing fur-
ther could be heard of him. The third ac-
count states that the Colonel was shot inthe
leg. and thut the surgeons were in the act
of amputating it, when he sunk under the
operation and expired.

The fact of Capt. Haggerty having heen
killed is but too true. e fell at the first
fire, e was acting Licut.-Colonel, as Licu-
tenant Colonel Nugent was too ill to take
the fleld,

A letter has been received from Lieut.
Muurice Wall, of Capt. Meoagher's Zouaves,
Co. K, 69th, aanouncing his aufety. The
| Zonaves distingunished themselves in the

Through the kindness of Mr. Lalor, editor
of the Irish News, we are permitted to make
the annexed extracts from a letter received
from » warm personal friend of Capt, T. F.
Meagher, conveying the gratifying intelli-
gence of the heroic conduct and safe return
of our distinguished fellow-countryman :—
WasHisaroN, July 23, 1861,

My Dear Lalor.

‘Tne scene this clty presented on yeaterday was
themost extraordinary I ever witneased, and wiil
long be remembered by thore who have seen it.—
Nothing to be seen in"all directions but the ar.
rival of sqaads and groupa of soldiers, clothed in
every possible habiliment, and many, very many,
of the poor fellows with but a rag 10 cover them,
and, in numerous instances, shirtleas and hatlens.

. - - . . . -

Our countrymen of the 69th, and particularly
our dear friend Meagher, acted bravely and cour-
ageously, and, from all I can Jearn were only
equalled by the New York Zouavea—who, by the
way, are nearly all our countrymen—in their
deads of daring and heroism,

All concedo that Meaghor's unprecedented pro-
digles of valor and trus cournge huve never been
nurpassed, If equalled, on the best und ost well
confested battle-fields of Europe. He was al-
ways in front, urging and encoursging bis men
up’'to the verg' muzzles of the ¢nemy’s guna in
their masked batteries; and, in onc instauce, he,
singly and alme, mounted the enemy’s entrench-
ments, waving the green old flag of our fathers:
batall to no pur?ose‘ ‘What a noble sabject for
the fnapiration of asnother Angelo to bequeath to
the safe kecpiog of our race—the noble, chival. '
rous son of vur country, on the ramparts of the
encmy, waviog the proud old flag, urging on his '
men to death or victory |

How he escaped through this truly fiery ordeal

/D I The

hind part of Meagher’s horse was shot clear away
from under ,and still he came out unharmed.
Yesterduy morplng I was in great tribulation
and anxlety abont him, I was awoke up by the
nown that hie was killed, and after diligently run-
ring and driving for over four hourw, found out
‘the truth—that he escaped unscathed from the
contest. The advantages in the fight were en.
tirely on the side of the Coufederaws. They had
110,000 men in and around Mai -Juat dou-
ble the number of MoDowell's command--on tha
round selected by themselves, strong fortifica:
tions behiud thelr entrenchments and embank.
ments, and all their povitions well covered and
pro:oowd by woo‘du.
-

. . . .

1 had & drink with Licut. Wall at Willard’s last
night, and warmly cougratulated him on his ca-
cape. Butleris alrosafe. Col. Corcoran is slightly
wounded {n the leg, and up to last night was not
heard from ; the impression was then that he had
been made a prisoner of.

Th ¢ 10es will not excecd, it is eald, 1200 men
killed on this side.

Mr. John Stacom, of the “Ivy Green,”
Elm-strest, now a member of the New-Yorl:
69th Regiment, arrived homou on Tucsday,
having received a wound in the left hund.
Hosays :—

I wan in tho fight on Sunday all day, until we
got complately off the fleld, and wero on the
towards Vicora. On S8unday mornlng we were
‘within two or three miles of "the p‘}m We en-
camped by the side of a road cloee by & wood,and
then formed in line of battle, and proceeded atea-
dily dowa through a thick wood into & ravine
g!ull'a Ran), ana kept firiog conatantly, in order

draw out the encmy and unmask hia batteries.
After a good deal of flring, they opened upon us, |
Weo then fought-our way down into the kglnln.
‘Tho Wisconsin Reglment and the 6oth tackled a
large party, ostimated at a number of thousand
total sbout 17,000, partially hidden in some brus!
‘wood, and succveded In driviug them completel
away at the point of the baynet. They were |
great disorder all over the fleld. Gen. McDowe
camo in at the other end and headed them off
while Col. Hunter approached on the right wit!
his division, and the action then becamo general.
It continned until about 4 o’clock in tho afte:
| noon, when all stood still and we thought the

battle won. The Generala colleoted ou the hill,

and wero ohuﬂng nud shaking hands. General '
McDowell took his hat off, complimented Col.

Corcoran, and eaid the victory had been won. '
All at once the reinforcementa on the other side,
under Johnston, &8 Waa aup , came down
upon us, and the men being complotely exhaust.
ed, gave way, until they renched the road. L
Corsoran had only Capt Meagher with him after
Lieut.-Col. Haggerty was killed, which hapened
in the first engugement. [ maw him fall by & muos-
ket ball, Thumas Francis Meagher was the most.
conspicuous man in the ficld, riding un & white
horse, with his hat off, and golng uto the batile
mo»t enthusiastically.  Ar one time our regiment-
alcolor was taken, nad Mengher seized the green
flag of Ireland, went to the froat, leaalng thoe
mea to the charge  The color was re capiured,
the enemy wax driven back, and we then formed
in hollow square, by orders, and retreated steadily
off the ground.

‘Weo goton the road all well,and in good order.
Having got my hand hurt, I 100k a Sccasslonists

orse, aud roae smong the clvillans, of whicha
lot, including artists und reporters, werv gather-
edin carriages and on horseback. They were
viewiog the battle from the hlil. Soon after I
left my regiment, the civilfans ﬁot panic stricken,
aund trom them panic reized the teamsters, who
imagioed me)lv.were Eolng 10 lmam off F
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the
and then became general

I rode back alone. Ifthere was any more fight.
Ing, it must huve been in the road mfier the re.
trewt commenced. 1 think there was no more
tighting. The relnforceraents opened four or five
batterios on us immediately.  Thero was only one

riy (that in the woods) that we fought at all.
Wo did not sce any more, except a complets ca
valry regiment, that charged on tho Zouaves,

the oavalry about threc companies wero

colored, and oflicersd by white men.

Gen, McDowell three times charged ua on bat.

teries. ltappeared that the 69th and the Zou.
Aves were over the batdle tield, as thure were

Aids running all the time saylng the Goneral
wanted us over here or over there, 10 take this or
that battery.

Thore were many killed aud wounded lyieg
around on the fleld, Jike sheaven in a wheat-fleld.
There was & house on the hill whers wounded
men 1 piled,and the lashelled it, a8
much as anywhere else, whilo they must have
kuown, by sceing our ambulances, that they were
cnl{ wounded, kt
took part. The 71
lost vory fow men. The 69th

I retreated Ci
The teamsters cut their tcama loose, g0t
on the hornea’ ks and rode off. The rest got
AWAY &b busd thSy Conld.

The annexed letter, from & member of
Co. A, 69th Regiment, gives some interest-
{og details of the fight :—

Four Coxcorax, July 22, 1861.

My ever dear and beloved Wife.

I supposc you foel unhappy at preacnt on ac-
m the seat of war.

would be no uss for me to try to on any-
thing lhike a description of the battie.field.—
Enough to say, that besiden bomb shells and
rile cannon shat, we had masket balls abont
our ears as thick as hail almost sll the time
from six in the moraing untii six in the evening,
and s polre to be compared to nothlog curthly.—
Throagh the mercy of God, and the watchful eye
and shicld and care of our
glorions .and blessed Mother, I was raved from
even a rcratch. Now you sco how thankful we
have a right to be to God for his excessive kind-
neas 0 us at ail times, and particulariy now.

1 tell yoo, my loving wife, it was an awful
day. Wa lefc our camp about throe o'clock yes-
terday moraing, and marched about three miles
through wood, o , croming atreams
until we came or went to the scene of attion,
about three-quartern » .
n little naked spots scattored amonget

trees. @ opened firo the enemy at ten
minates to slx in themorning, and got no reply.
‘We repeated and repeated, and got no np{
atill; 90 we drow nearer and changed our o
and i} avother aalute, dat with the
sams effcct. ' We 0ould not see a man mor hear s
ml-&m enemy) had
en, O my dear.

which was
remainder {

we retreated, receiving a fresh flanking fire from
our adversaries a8 we went along, and & great
muny of our men were wounded in this way
amongst the rest our adored Col Corcoran and
Captain Clarke were both wounded Ju the legy.
I believe the colonel wan not much hurt, Treir
cavalry followed us all the way ; and this, with
& flank fire from the woods on both sides as we re-
trested, causcd the artillerists to loosen thelr
horsea and ride them off, leaviog their guns all in
the hands of the coemy. Thls was about sx
o'clock in the evening ; and we marched to our
camp, about 30 mifes, und reached thereabout day-
break. There was a reinforcement sent to meet
the enemy, aod if these ure licked we'll expect
the epemy every day 10 attack Alexandria sud
Fort Corcoran.” They won’t have maeked batte
ries then,and you may be sure that we’ll let
them have what they want, and what they will
heve. Oh! how surprised you would be to ree
T. K. Meagher, riding his poor steed, with one
of 11# hind legs blown slmoat away—the llrnh{
part of it wan all gone.  Oh| my dear wife, he i+
8 biave voul, and was with us gl the time, under
shot and sbell, encoursging and cheerlbg us up,
and giviog us & hurrah, for ol Erin,now aud
ugain, thut warmed va to the heart. With him
and our own beloved Colonel, we could not help
secling ourrelves blessed. About the otherofficern
1 won't suy snything, as it would be hard to pick
a chofce of them ; they are all regular trum
although I prefer Licute. Kelly aud Strain, they
being our own Company's officers. I need not
tell vou that all the regiment are fn great gloom
at the lom of Licut.-Col- Haggerty—moreover
Company A, whore Captain he was. " I forgot to
tell you thut Actiog Nirigadier general Sherman
publicly thanked the C9ih for thelr deaperate
fighting : and when they were formed (nto line,
aiter the first battle, he und his stafl rodeIn front,
h his hat in his haod, cheering foir them.
Give my love toall, and do yon conuinue to pray
for your own loving husband.
THOS. D. NORRIS.




