W have the plassure of printig s pext of 8 pri-
vase lottar from an offioar in Company O, 154 regi-
ment. How noble the spirit which it breathea!
Mhhdn;wmhpudhmm,
they go forth %o fight the baities of the country |
with such pure and lofty purposes, 1‘

Faiarax Counr Housk, }
‘Wednesday noon, July 17.

We are safo and well et this place, which wo
reached about noon this day, baving left Camp
Bprague yesterday at o i

| We bad a bog, hard about twelve miles,
bivouscked for'the night, was pleasant, but
\with & bheary dew.

The last hoar's very slow and

| cantions—picket guard thagwn out in front and
each Aank—bat we moved steadily, fitmly forward
—every face stern, with & purpose in it.

We found breasiwerks all slong for a mile or
more, which could have besn ensily defended, but
the rebels ran from there s from all points, flecing |
in such cowardly haste as to leave everythiog
behind,—knapsacks, blankets, even the medical
stores in their hospital. Had a brigade, which wes
o meet us here on another road, arrived in time,
the enemy would have been taken in their own
camp. As it was, Rbode Island was * ahead of
time,” came in slone, and she rebels were off, giv-
ing us only the usnal chance of sesing their heols.
The movement of so large a body as this is much
loss free aod easy than a smaller one. An army,
or even a brigade, is more unwieldy than oar two
noble regiments, who moved as one man, to the
inspiring voice of their Colonel.

Some of our troops (in other brigades) bave
belped themselves lawlessly to everything portable.
There is the old law and order feeling among us,
whiclfrespects even the rights of an enemy, and 1
do not share the enthusiasm for * wpoils.” 1 was
sorry for any trespass, which brings reproach to
our army without discrimination of parties.

1 bave only time to add that this Fairfax justi-
fies the general reputation of soutbern towns. T
dilapidated houses and primitive court bouse being
no exception to the Virginia style.

Add 1o this the empty strests, the homeless ne-
groes, the miserable jail and empty post office, with
all the decay and dirt of & southern hamlet, and
yonhave ' Fairfax Court House,”’ the famous
bug-bear of the secessionists. ‘Ibe rebels having
fied, of course there was neither sttack nor defence
of the place, nor victory in our possession; bat it
is firm and,final so far. We *“ play forkeeps "' in this
great game of war.

What our next move will be I capnot advise

you, lor wo are & small item in the grand srmy, |
though I know to Rbede Island hearts our two regi- |
menis seem an army in itselt. God kocp them,
and us—those who await us in our far-off homes.
I koow old soldiers who will stand fire better than
they can talk of home to-day. You know as well |
as I what we are here for, 1t is no time for words.
A few hours may tell the story of life or dsath for
some of us. Bat we are cheerful and hopeful to a
man. 1 conless 1o the speils of wur so far as the
writing on coofederate letter paper goes. This
sheet was taken from the ruoning guartermaster’s
desk. When and where my next may be writien |
I cannot tell, but you must wait with courage and |
patience.
W bivouac here to-night. Rations rather bard
—but 8 soldier’s life is no boliday, and his real
wants are so few that there is no just caunse for
complaint. There is ouly one movement for the’
northeto make, and that is Forward !

Prouvdence Qosenad

e — S
| We are favored with the following extracts from
a private letter written by a member of Company
C, 1st regiment
o : FaigFax Court House, 2
July 17th, 1861.

Here we are in Fnirfu\ Court House, without 8
gun having been fired. We only marched five or
six miles, but if was an awfully tedious march,
lor the retreating rebels had cut dowa trees aod
stopped up the road (in one piace s0 bad that we
had to make a few road), and it was necessary to
wait till the axe men bad cut down the trees be-
fore we could march. In sbout Jevery 15 minutes
there woald be ® halt, and them we would creep
along slowly wntil another halt was made for the
same purpose. The last part ot the mfrch was
very exciting. The eoemy had an extensive earth-

work thrown up to protect the road, and we sop-

posed they would make a stand there, but about
an hoar and s balf before we got there they re-
rreated and earried off their caomon. Then we

burned afier them. Our advance guard got 8

good breakfast in the entrenchment that the rebels

first evacuated. It had been prepared, 1 sappose,
for the officers. Then we marched into _wn,-nd
our two regiments are Dow encamped right about

\he Court House, The town is & God-forsaken

looking place. You cannot find » white woman

in \he place, 80 complete has been the exodus.

We found s quantity of hospital nom and
camp equipage here, mostly marked 8. C. 2d and
34 regiments. 1 mysell bave & cap snd some
other things that the rebel troops Jett. When we
move from here is mbre than I know, though the
U. S. cavalry bave gone in pursuit, and I lhcfnld
not be surprised if we were 0 follow them right
on to Manassas, whiere, gerhaps, though I doubt
it, they will make » stand., :

" There are three divisions in all moving, oo to
wards Manassas. © We are the mm,wi.ch anotfier
brigade. loour brigade we have 12 pieces of ar-
tillery and about 300 eavalry. Gen. McDowell 18
with us, though be ecommands the whl_}h move-
ment. *
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' The Rbede Inland Boye.
Mz, Joseph P. Manton, who scrompanied the
first rogiment 1o the battle ms & volusteer, bhus re-
turned, aad says that our men did their duty like
beroes.  Not a man flinched, They went to th
field, wearisd by & heavy march and afier livi
for two days on hard biscuit, but thoy fought
| ically until their am Mion was exk d, and
the enciny were reinforced by overwhelming num-
bers, and thea they withdrew in order.
Col. Burnside intended that they should act as
a reserve force.  But on reaching the field it be-
came &t oice necessary for them to go inte action.
They did it with & will. .Advancing w the brow
of & hill they fired in good order and most effec-

~Alter Col. ITunter, who was in command of the
division, was wounded, Col. Barunside took his
place. Gov. Sprague and Rev. Mr. Woodbury
rendered most valuable service aiding him. At 4
o’ciock our men believed that they had completely
won the baitle, as the battgries of the enemy were
silenced. Bat the ammuuition of our battery
failed, and some (resh troops were broaght up on
the otber side. It therefore became necessary to
retreat. The maoner in which the retreat was
conducted we have referred to above. Our men
expected 10 be pursued by cavalry, but were pot.
Some artillery followed them, and at & creek two

tively, retiriug to load, and then adva in
The shells ot the battery did felﬂﬂwh"
among the enemy, &s could be plaiely unw
The rebels fired chietly solid shot, which¥iere

far less injurious.  The officers were at their W!S,
encounaging aed chegring on their men, and Rev.
Mr. Woodbury as active as any. (uar bt:!gade
thought once that the victory was won, as ipdeed
it was,  But suddenly immence reinfurcements of
fresh troops appeared agminst them, and as the
amumunition was exhausted, they could do nothing
but retire, ‘
Fearing the attack of cavalry, they attempred
o form in sguares to resist il. This they were
| partially successful in accomplishing, but they
were so overcome with fugitives from other regi-
meats that they were much embarrassed in their
movements. But the cavalry did not reach them.

Jesse UComstock, who was wounded in the leg,
was ridiog in the ambulance, when a horse in
s wagon ahead cawght hus foot in a bridge, and
while the ambalunce was stopped, a shell burst
under it, blowing it and poor Comstock into the
wr.  He was of course instantly killed,

So great was the pressure of disorganized sol-
diers who joined tliem on the retreat, that it was
imgossible tor tiie companies to keep entirely to-
gether.  Mr, Manton bimsell was soparated from
his company for some time. Bat they came over
Long Bridge in line, with Col. Burnside and Gow
Sprague at their head.  The Colonel, on & jaded
horse, saw them well iuto their old camp belore he
sought rest {or himself.

» Tle regiments began their march at 1 o’clock
Sunday morning bufore breakfust, wene 13 miles
to the field, foughbt tive hours, and marched back
38 miles 1o Washington without rest or food.
George E. Goulding of this city, reported kiiled,
i3 safo in Washington.

Major Sailivan Ballou was wounded by s can-
nou ball, which passed through his horse and struck
his leg.  He died during the amputation in the |
hospital.

Capt. Tower was shot early in the action, & bull
hitting him in the throst.
Lieut. Prescott fell with his men. Mr, Manton
and’ some of his comrades brought off his body
about half a mile under a hot tire, but they were
obliged to drop ir. :
James Dougherty, of the Mechanic Rifles, first
regiment, was killed. He last worked in this city
tor Danicl C. Grimwood.  Mis tather resides in
| Fall River,
James P. Dockray was wounded by a shot
through the elbow, !
Col. Slocum was shot in the breast and in the
leg. Mr. Mantwon saw him balf reclining in a farm
bouse, very pale, and apparentiy about to die.
Lieut. Col. Frank Wheaton, Captain of Cavalry,
U. 8. A, commanded the sccond regiment afier
Col. Slocam was wounded. e discharged his
duties fioely. Our men formed under fire. The
first regiment was siationed on the left, the second
to their right, and the battery on the extreme
right. A farm lomse and barn and .hay stacks
were onour lelt. Woods partally protected the
ecotre.  The New York Tist was on the lelt of our
ficst regiment. The enemy had a battery at the ex-
tremity of each wing, and their infantry were in &
semi-circle on the brow of a hill between the bat-
teriea. They once or twice attemnpted to charge
across the valley hetween them and our men, but
the well directed volleys of oar regiments drove
them back., They resorted also to the disgraceful
and cowardly expcdient of attempiing to decoy
our men by sending out bunds with our flag, acd
shouting that we were firing on our own men.
Dut they did not succeed in this trick,  Mr, Man-
ton thinks that the infantry fired at a distance o

about & hundred yards from the enemy, and that
she bartery fired as ebout five hundred yards.  He

8 .y8 that after the first five minutes the peculiar sen-
sation incident to the fi 8- experience under fire pass-
s entirely away. Almostall oar men were killed by
musket shots. The shell and cannon balls of ‘the
enemy did but little execution.

or three miles beyond Centreville they came withi-
in range of our column, which was impeded by an
iwidem at the bridge. It was there that Com-
stock was killed, and that the battery were obliged
to leave some of their gans.
Ivis only four or five miles by the direct road
from tha position occupied by the forces opposed
to our regiments 1o a point in the rvad near Cen-
| treville, where our men must pass, while by the
cirenitous route they had to take the distauce to
Centreville is thirteen miles. It the enemy had
| sent cavalry and arullery across to that place, our
!brigudn must havd been feartully cat up. Bat
they bad not the courage or the strength to do it
Some of our woanded men evinced an almost.su-
perhuman resolution in dragging along and mak-
ing their way 1o Washington. For it was only by
the giitest power of endurance and of will that
those who were well were able to accomplish the
terrible journey afier the fearful work of the day.
Those who arrived in Washington early only
showed that they had more resolution and strength
than those who lagged behind.

Copreapondence of the Jgurasl.
The Rhoda Istand Mol s ln thoe Has
e, .
Wasminoron, July 23, 1831,

1 had no heart to write yeswrday. 1 huve not
much to write to-day. It is an ungrat ful task to
deseribe a defeat, bat I have no choice.

At 2} o’clock on the morning of Sunday, the
21st, our two regiments were roused from their
brief sicep, and commenced the march towards
Manassas, said to be ten miles distant. Seven
miles brought ue to a stream 40 feet wide and
waist deep, whiclj by reason of subsequent evenis
“we shall be likely to remember to onr lives' end.
We crossed it by a bridge, and half a mile beyond,
| turned oft 1o the right into the woods, about 10,000
{ men of us, while another division pushed the main
“road, and still another made a detour to the soath.
‘kAz 10 6. m. We heard the reports of cunnon (o the
| west. We made nﬁircuil of tive or six miles
| through the woods, Making about 14 miles from

camp, coming out aboumt 10 o'clock upon open|

groand, near an old ruilroad embankment, halfa
| mile to the west of Bull Ran, about 3 miles north
east of the Junction, around which was grouped
the enemy’s batteries, of whose strength and uum-
ber we knew nothing.

to the right gl a piece of woods, with their battery,
‘aml immediately formed in line with the 71st on
our left.

Moanwhile the enemy had vpened on our 24
with shot, shell and musketry, which was returned
with great spirit by them and Capt. Reynolds's
battery, cuusing them to retreat Irom the brow ol
the hill. The st and 7lst were now advanced
into the grove, and told to wait for orders. Musn-
while the enemy had altered their range, so that
the shot and shells which hadfbecn burstiug harm.
lessly over our heads, began 1o fall thick and fast

among us. This was the most trying Lme of all;
| this forced inaction, while our meu were dropping
here aod there, mangled and dying, was dread(ul
‘I'his was the moment which, more than any after
one, no matter how fugious the conflict, puts a
man’s nerve to the test. hﬁ sight of the first dead
man, especiully if he be one of your own, causes u
sickening feeling, not expericaced afterwards on
the ficld covered with the wrecks of war. Yot not
s man flinched that I saw. Presently came Col.
Burnside, God bless him ! riding into the woods,
and gave the order: ' Forward, First Rhode
Island " We moved out of the woods to the
brow of the hill, the 715t ia front, passing on the
way the dead body of Capt. Tower of our 2d, and
many others.  Then came the order, *“ Lie down,
71st, and let Rhode Island pass to the {ront!”

As we did s0,we saw the R. 1. Seconddrawn up

2 rovideanie
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From the files of
John Hennessy

"l'ﬂlaey did so most uuwillingly, and we marc red
through and uver them with a front alnm!t:. ue
strnight and steady as on dress parade, Arrived
ut the edge of the Rl we were greeted by a storm
of musket balls "tll.l a large body of men, Alnba
ma troops, drawn p o 8 curm ficld in Emmr,which
whistled past our ears, every miante drapping ooe
of our brave fellows, for about half an bour,
though I cannot speak with any certainty of the
lapse ol time. We retarned it with interest, every
man advancing to the front, firing and falling back
to Joad as quick ae possible. The 71st were now

Coa Lerveana

brought forward and fought well and bravely by
our side, Presently some one cried, * Hold? we /
are firing on our own men V' This slackenced

our fire for & moment, when the Colunel rode ‘up

| and told us to keep up the fire. At the same

! moment the Adjutant ordered ar stand wd ad-
vanced. A tremeudous firg was at onee  concen:
wrated upon it, and Sergeant Becherer who I?Urv:
it fell; shot through the arm ; another man iel.;ﬂ:fl
it instantly and waved it Acfiantly te the fee three
or four l.u;n-.-‘, when he, 100, was led oft with a
shattered arm, The flag felt for & moment, but a
thin} man sprapg forward, raised it mlh‘oul Jetting
go his musket, and continued 1o bear it lhmugh
the action, It scemns pretty ceriain that our era.lz)
adversaries raised & Unpited Stotes flagr at one time
which started the report that wa were firing on our
(riends, and caused us Lo slacken our fire. ;

[ cannot here particulurize instances of permvm

cooiness apd bravery, but 1 will say with pcrl«;ﬂ.
truth that I dia pot see s Tlude Lelarnd man gonmi
through that termble half hour, though of course
many were 00 excited to take deliberate fim,
often endangering their comrades fighting beside
and in front of them, and throwing away u vast
amount of lead, 7 The coolest thing | heard wus
from an ofticer 6f the 1s1, who walked quietly slong
the tront of his company, remarking, © Boys, it
takes 700 pounds of lead to kill one ol you, s gu
in, and give them one for me !" meaning, ne douln
700 rounds, but the mistake was excusable.  The
enemy fought with determined  courage, but l.]\lr
firo grew o hot for them &t last—the rattling
storm of Minnie balls fell less thickly among us,
and they began to retire. At this moment Gov.
Sprague, who had just had his horse shot wader
him, seized & musket and offered to lead n charge.
Bat Col. Burnside would pot perimit it, & column .
W regulars was brought up, who drove the retreat- |
ng back to their patteries.  Thus was the at-|
empt o outflank vs ou the lelt frustrated, and so
ar as the Rbode Island st and 24 and the 715t was
soncerned it was a complete victory. We were
withdrawn in perfect order to the groveexcept our
gallant battery, which continaed to keepaup a hot
fire upon the musked butteries upon the hill.

W retired in the fond delusion that the day
was ours, and thut the freshjregiments coming ap
had only to drive trom the field a defeated foe, )

How woelully we were mistaken, and the story
of our disastrous retreat must be wid in another
Jetter.  ¥ilty miles marching and a hard fight in
32 hours upon a dict of erackers and water gives
tired nature an jndisputable claim to rest. Our
beurts are sad for Slocum, Ballou, Tower, Smith,
Prescott and many other gallunt men—our conso-
lution is that they and sll of us have done our

daty. DeW.




FEXTRAOT PROM A FRIVATS LETTEE OF AN OF
FICER IN COMPANT €. . \
Cawr Brraaus, July 23. I
At the risk of repeating what the papers have |
already told you, I send & brief of the baitle |
as | witnessed is. But first Jet ly re- |
cord the safety of my mev. As faras I know at
this writing, noue were killed, and the five missing
|8 reduced to three by the return of Lieut. Warnee
|and one other member. The men come in lan- |
gund aod late, extiausted with tbeir bardship, and |
T fiud they have suraggled along the road and been |
reported among the missing. But there is great |
reason for hope that they will all be in camp before |
we leays,—and my desire above all things is, that
C may retara with foll ranks, aud [ may
Wvory wasly voiee answer  Here” to the
religall. 1 do not consider that the valor of an
#,08 & regiment, or & company, consists in ita |
liss of dead and wounded, but in having done its
whale duty, and living to do it over again,—and that
some of us must do that is very plain.
This is 06t a good time 10 talk of one's seit.
I think all personalities are insignificant in the
unportance of the mighty cause. But [ may say
that I thaok (;od to-day I am a Ihode Istand

T saw instanece of great personal conrage.

SBome
onscions heroes, and it wl:s
t day of my life when Lsaw my pobie |
tvi‘:ﬁ:shojw w’nbonldzr 1o meeot their l’:::. \
Not a man flinched, and their tread was as sieady
us in their old armory. And when 1 contemplate
ifices, what they risked, and what ﬂu-y
toeght for, my words of praise tall fau: short ol‘;;;—.
tice. ‘The names of Gov. Bprague, Col. Bnm.n;d,
Major Balch and Major Goddard are widely
koown for their bravery in the field. ’I.'I'mm names
are known from their position and pr?mmen.u, but
a8 1o distinction where all did their daty.

ot our friends were unc

\beir SACT!

There were some heroes in the splendid rank ‘:.d
file of the Rhode Island regiments, O1 ”’::il:
is coough to add I am slive and well, ready and, }
| wuss, willing for any daty fae snd the futare as- |
sign me. Asfor bome,” you may upeexs::_
when you see us. (Gud bless Rhode lsland.

is makiog bistory band over hand. |
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From the files of
John Heﬂﬂes.sy

mas. My pride in her is all satisfied, und you
maost take & soldier’s testimony that her sons did
their duty. Our rigiments had expected tobea
reserve, but were ealled into immediate meion.
The 2d regiment, with their splendid light battery,
wqre.the first that took position for the fight.

A0kde In fall reirest, We mov e ’—"_'*-'i h‘

x.fi L : - 5 | ;.
( The following is an extract fefm a-private letier | @ mauw:.“ﬂ in & prt

of & member of company C, 1at regiment : mmss the Ih!l: ¢ ﬂtﬂwh-'w
Camp Brracue, July 22, 1 road, I thiak I pover w“mgw
They Metoed wndir A 5 i : Yesterday was the most terrible day of my life. | Afier awhile the Rhode i
Y lormed under full fire, and marched past the I chn give you no iden of it.  We had orders 10 P vou oul, the
conlederato battery as coolly as they did on a dress move at 3 o’clock Sunday morning, soat that time, Contreville, ‘h.l -i.-:ll ‘m‘:'::l-'“ their
Lo with hard crackers and a canteen of water for ra- position of the

the retreat, and we all MWM

18t regiment went into the fire with perfect force too large. Thus began one of the v
cou and calmnes, standing the death-desling
shojand shell like veterans. We broke the righr

g of their army and drove itin, It was said
to be commanded by Beauregurd in person. Af-
ter two hours’ fight we were aliowed 1o stack arms

for a brief rest. Then the smBulances and amma-
nition wagons began o pass us with the wounded
—a ghastly procession. At that time the firing
cemsed, and a shout went op, and we claimed 1he
vietory ; but it was .only a pause in the work of
death, for the enemy, largely reinforced, opened a
steady and fatal fire again.

Qur troops saw the reintorcement—and out-
numbered and exbausted themselves, they took a
apiversal paoic, sacceeded by an irrcsisuible stam-
pede, which resulted in a geveral- retreat. I claim
for our Rhode lsiand regiments that they leit the
field in perfect order, bravely resisting the conta
gion of fear and fight—bravely waitiog the orders
of their Colonel for retreas.  Then came the voice
we loved and obeyed, clrar and calm—(no defeat
in that)—and Rhode Island, unconquerable in her
courage as in her pride, marched from the field she
had detended with her best blood. And 1 contest
the victory now. Outnumbered three 1o one—snd
ten to oae it yoa realize the advantage of entrench-
ed positico—our famished, exhausted mea could
do no more than die. No tongue can tell the
bravery of our rgops. It will yet make the north
invincible—and the final triumph is only a ques-
tion of time. This battle is pot lost if it teaches a
clamorous people patience. 1 am proverbially a
“slow man.” I knuw ‘“the rece is not to the
swift.”  Let the counsellors who urged us (o bat-

| tie before were we ““ strong” contewplate the e
sait.

1t in tuo laze for regrets, the time given to con.
templating owur osses 1s better spent in redeeming
them. Betief pens than mine have told the scepe
orconfusion—the wild flight of men and horses—
the deserted® wagons-—the loss of provisions we
were suffering tor—the storm of shot and shell that
fuliowed our  fleeing army,—death on the right,
death on the lelt, and in tront. Our only safety
was that the enemy Lad ueither courage por
streogih for parsuit of our exhausted troops, else
Lmight not be the one to tell the story. So we
vame on and on that dreadful day, and such as
could reacbed their camp in Washington. Bat
many a brave fellow, lifted in blankets or by gen- '
erous hands, laid down his life by the roadside.
Haumanity had done its best and yielded 1o death

tions, we started from our camp near Fairfax. It
was & beautiful sight, as our immense column
moved to the gight 10 make & flank movement.~—
We bad w ubout ten miles, and McDowell
snd staff pussed. As he passed he said, “ il s few
momenta you will be in action.” Scon we de-
ployed iu a field, followed by the 71st and New
Hampshire regiments. We bad hardly taken oar
posts on the plain, whea the pickets met nd the
ring of small arms began, the balls striking. all
around s, Theén gp came our bastery at the reaz,
and dissppeared. / La s very few moments thy
shell came whi: through the air over oar
heads, and nex: wo beard our pieces speaking in
rapid succession. (Un the right we saw our 2d
rogiment deploying in good order to the right, and
delivering their fire.  We had not much time
look, for we heard Barnside's voice summoning ns
10 * furward,” and into the woods we marched.

the shell and shot did crash shrough the trees.—
| One ball strack io froat of our first plstoon, and
boanded over their beads ; anothor struck ia frons
of our plawon, and covered us with dast, Boon
from, the bill above we saw Burnside beckoning to
ne " iorward over the ""?ﬁ"_tﬂib,!ll! S
weit.  How the shot did drop around us. W |
passed Major Ballou lying wounded by the fence.
We found when we reached the top of the hill the
713t lyiog on their stomachs. Over'them we went,
and jast below the ill, within & hundred rods of
us, the rebels were blusing away at ps, We open.
«d upon them, when the cry was raised (hat we
were killing our own men. We then tarned to the
oft and directed our fire to thebushes. The 71at
M;,‘..m.im abont those in front be-
ing oar frieads, took our old position, and togeth-
er we drove them down the hill, and concealed in
the bushes they blowed away at us, who, exposed
[mmmu”hm,mmdthl,u. 1was
standing on the top of the bill waiting for the cow-
ards to show themselves, whean I felt & commotion
between my legs, and & man was deliberately blow-
ing away, nsing my legs as & port bole. Poor
' Fyomeots, while sandiug there encouraging his
men, received * W0t in ke hesd; clasping

hands over it, bo exslaiméd ¥ Bogs, T am
and fall. We eantot mourn for him, for he has

and perfect roats 1 ever heard of. " Aswe
:’:m of tlie woods one of thelr batteriea played |
| upon us, and into the woods we went.
a stream which camg up almost to our
tired and wet, we pressed 0o for oar
The bridge was barricaded so that 0
to leave their picces be
ous wore all about the fields,
the horses and pressing oo.

| rench our camp bel
| wa were, we counld not stop,

Whea we reached the woods we were halted. How'|

forded
waists, aod ‘
old eamp.— |
ar batwsry had i
hind them. Bw '.Il- !
the drivers mounting |
Oar vnly hope was to |
fore we were cot off. Tired as
we had 1o leave our
:y of the enemy. It
ead and wounded to the mercy O
?ua awiul. When we reached our camp the order
o, to Fairfax,” and picking our way
and impediments
but dry crackers,

was given,
amid baggsayge wagons, cavairy,
of all kinds, having eaten nothing
and draok pothing but dirty water, we ww-l on.
We reachod Fairfax, snd found to our joy that
they had not cut off oar retreaty ' On, w0 l:Vl::
ingion '’ was the ery then. We reached Arl nr““
Heights this moming, having marched 8t g
1en miles, fought & batile, and retreated, mare m‘|
forty-one iles, with nothing but our rations 2
crackers and water Lo sustain us. God alone ga

s M.
me strength to do it

and danger. Exbausted by huoger and sleepless-
ness, even 8 victory could bardly have aronsed us
and the retrest to Washington was made in p-in'
aod sorrow.  Nothing less than God's care pre-
surved us as we went. A rally was hopeless il we the front nad took theit sad we filed off the

hal been attaiked. But we are all bere now, and

we await our missing comrades hopefully. 0 16 write you, and had bandly




A;;;o‘lu-!r’l Narrative.

¢ foliowiig letter from & member of the
First Regiment to his mother bas been hindly
lnced la our bands. It gives s very vivid plo-
‘ure of some of some of the terrible scenes enset-
od on the last Sabbath, and its graphic frankaess
gives it a peculiar charm :—
Canr Seracus, July 22, 1861,

Dear Mother :—Ere this you must hav® heard
of the dreadful battle that took plane Sunday.
* . * » I am perfectly
well and uwnhurt, with the exception of & few
nruises. The destruction of human life has been
-eatful to contemplate, but that you may get a
wunnected idea of the batie, I will begin at the
ueginuing.

Sunday morning at half after two, woe set off
or “ Bull’s Run,” and to escape s masked bat-
twory, made a circuit of abous fiiteen miles, Just
as we approssiied the  Rup,”—~—about 8 o’clock,

| we heard the aound of heavy cannon, by which

we knew the fight was commenced. 8o we hur-
ria | on, aithough Col. Burnside said we wonid
wt be called upon until 1he last, but we found
s to be a mistake, As for the firat time Iep
proached a battle fleld, my feelings can be Imng-
“lned better thao described.  The first thing of
wie wad & shell whistling through the air, and
“ bupg’’ weot a bomb almost st our teet, and cov-
red us with dust,  'We could hardiy help flinch-
og and bobbing our heads as we heard the whirr
it these missiles of death,

We, instcard of being kept back as a reserve,
were formed directly after our arrival into a line
it battle, and marched upon the enemy. Now
the scene became awlully thrilling and dangerous.
Kvery few minutes 8 ghower of bullets would
‘me among us, and some were suce to fall be-
neath thelr deadly force. We had to climb over
+ fapce, and then proceeding to the brow of the
ill, we fired upon the enewmv below. The balls
whistled around my head like hailstones; one
“nocked my musket ont of my hand, while an-
vher just graged my thumb jolnt. 1 fired eleven
tues and loaded Iyiog down. The scene waa
Areadful. The first shot fired at ue, Lit onr- be-
aved Lieutensut, Henry A. Prescott, in the fore-
wad, and he dropped Instanily ; and they kept
sliieg and blecdiog avd dying before our faces,
out we worely kept loading and firing. We had
o sustain ourstlves for nearly haif an bour, when
-nme rogulars came Lo our asslstance aod charged

the enemy.
Le tactie lasted all day, and the elaughter
wan dreadrul. L B B Weo were safe

nowhere.  The canoon balls would come whie.
zing over.our beads every few ninutes. general-
Iy killing some one in their progress.  We drove
the «nemy beck into their batterics several times, |
when suddenly a panic seized the troops. It was
ward that the rebels had captured all our artillery
and were making & charge @ 40,000 men set off

on the run, leaviog muskets, biankets, wagons of
provisions, and the dead and dying all lying on
the ficld. Ours was the only brigade that re-
treated in any sort of order. . L .
The scene was torrible.  Shells were explod
ing and caunon roaring made such a noise that
the cry of the wounded could not be heard. Cav-
alry, wfRutry and artillery,in one confused mass, «
hurrivd away as fast as posmble. Some seisod |
their arios, others not.  Oune of the ternble |
scenew Was just a8 we were retreating, the ‘men
were grabbing their muskets, which were loaded
and capped, when one suddenly went off, wound
ing Jesse Comatock, a flne fellow of my age and
a great friend of mine.  He eried “O4, dear, 'm
shtl Loa'tleave me herel”  So we placed the
pood fellow io anambulance, but bad hardly dooe
50 when a shell came tearing through the trecs
and landed direcuy an the ambulance, blowing at
once 10 atoms av of our dearest companicns in

] arms.  But so we lost him—hatd it seemed alter

bis cscaping the chances of battle, 10 8o feartully
4‘ lose Lis hte.

Providemie v Ly Pruv;
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We were obliged to retreat the same way weo
cawe, by waking & luog aad tedicus circuit. Qo
the way, nut o drop ot water oould be procured,
yet iu spite of that, we rarched fifteen miles
without & singlnrest. It was a sad march, wo,
for we knuw tbat our retreat would be cut off by
the enciny, and true enough, just as our army, | 9
scattercd aw it was, reached the straight road, the
Tebels opened fire upon us with theie srtillery,
Tue grape shut came pouring and whiaziog by
me, aud we all began to run. Qur arullery bad
strivedl to grin & post on an opposite bill, but be-
fore our arrival the rebols bad effcetually barvica-
ded the bridge, so that it was 1mpossible 1o get
suyiluing over it. Ambulances, canvon, men
aod horses were piled in one confused wmass, and
to add to the horror of the scene, the enemy com-
menced flring solid shot and shell directly at the
bridge, blowing up the liviog and the dying 3

Lieaped over the fence, und baid bardly done
80 when [ heard a loud crash and luoking back
L beheld (horribiie dictn!) the upper haif of a sol-
dier’s body figing up the hii.  He had been cut
n twain by & solid ball. At this almost hutmr.-:“
ous cruelty,~that is, firing upon an almost un:
| armed and entirely unopposiug force, a dry

mortal terror arose among the flying soldiers, an
| they fullowed me into the wood. This of coursa
| led the fire to be turned in my direction, and I
quickly found tho balls coming close to me, ]
dodged saveral; forif not crowded, you can
| dodge a caonon ball. I came within an ace of
| being xilled by one of the fiying missiles. 1 saw
it coming directly towards me, and sprung ioto a
gully ciose by, and the ball whizged past close by
my head, ploughing up the earth each side of
me,

1 ran three miles to where we were to en-
camp, and foucd what was leit of our regiment
starting for Washington.  We arrived here this
suon, after awarch of ity -six miles in two days,
and a hard battle thrown in. . bl b

I vever ehall pass such a dreadful Sunday, 1
trust and pray. I have seen war, and seen enough,
and I only hope I ahali never hear the din of can-
non and the rattle of musketry, while I again
Kve. How I cacaped is almost miraculous. We
have to be thankful that all our relations were
prescrved to us.  We come home within three
days, with a regiment stripped of mauy of its

,brightes: ornaments. * *  ®  We shail
return with a teain of mourvers, and a flag shat-
tered withbullets. *  ® &  » »

Give my best love toall and my kinaest sym-
patby to eorrowing felenda.”

& PELEE e




" Letter from Lieut, Warner, .

‘We are gratified to be able ﬁ_rﬁl‘ this after
noon the following extracts from a private letter
received last evening from Lieut. L. C. War
ner, of Company C, First Regiment. He
gives a graphic and euidently truthful account of
Rhbode lsland’s participation In the fight of last
Bunday, and the intelligent reader will readiiy
gleam from its perusal a confirmation of A remark
made to Mr. Wm. E. Hamlin by one of the sol-
diers afier the battle, that Lieut. Warner was one
of the bravest men on the field. .

Camr SPrAGUE, }
WasmingTow, D, C., July 24, 1861.

Lewis Pierce has just called on me with sad
news from you, and bringsa paper recording my
death first and afterwards a prisoner. My first
duty after arriving at Washington was to tele-
graph you of my safety. I wentto the office and
immediately sent a despatch. Our company sup-
postd I was lost, until I came into camp. After
we came off the fleld of battle our company
stacked arms near & piece of weods, There were
two of our mep missing, one of whoM I knew
was wounded. I started to flod them, also to fill
my canteen with water at a house near the bat-
tle fleld which contained the wounded. I stayed
longer than I was aware of, helping to attend the
dying and suffuring, aleo in getting Capt. Pres-
cott’s body off the flald, not thinking of any re-
treat being ordered, as we were victorious on our
part of the fleld.

I was absent about an hour, and then started
to join our Regiment, but when I got down to
where we stacked our muskets, they were all gone,
and the rebels were firing shells and grape after
them as they were retreating. 1 started after
them upon the run, running nearly two miles. 1
got sight of the Regiment, and renewed my ex-
ertions to overtake them, but I was o exhausted
I could not, and getting over a fence which ad-

joined a piece of woods, I stumbled and fell, com-
pletely exhausted and nearly melted. I could not
arise but lay there fully one hour. I then start.
ed alone through the woods, not knowing where
1 should get to, but I found one path on which we
came, before it got to be too dark, and followed
on. I picked up a Sharpe's rifle, cartridge box,
balls, &. which some poor tired soldier bad left,
loading the same, determined to defend myself
when I came out of the seven miles long woods.
Isaw several soldiers of other regiments, and
coutinually overtaking them all along, until we
had a party of about thirty. When near Bull's
Run Bridge we were fired upon by some of the
rebel scouts and one of our gmen killed.  We re-
turned their fire with deadly effect, for we saw
three of their number fall. The bridge was cov-
ered with dead men, Lorses, teams, &c. in one
mass, 80 much go that we could not cross where
the rebels shelled our forces on their retreat.

We waded across the river waist decp. After
going half a mile we came upon several hundred
men of ours resting. Hardly had I reached them
before the shells began to come again from the
rebels from a high hill on our right.  The men
fired and then began to retreat in confusion again.’
[ was alone until I reached Centreville, Here
some three regiments who were held in reserve
were drawn up in line of battle to meet the erc.
my if they advarced. They made all they could
of our retreating ones join them. Finding 1 was
ar officer they mounted me ona horse gnd I
rallied the broken columns all I could, and had *
some four or five hundred soon in line. I talked,
begged and plead with them to make a stand and
give the rebels one more volley. Did not have
to wait long before the shells came, but it was so
dark they fell short of us.  After firing a few
times they ceased, when all of a sudden, from the
woods on our left, came the Black Caval.
ry. When near enough we poured three volleys
into them which must have killed many for they
fled in haste. Then came the shells again, one
of which exploded near me killing my horse, and

I fell headlong but without a hurt excepting a

| slightscrateh, It was a narrow chance. They

now ceated firing, 80 I concluded to press for-
ward.

| ls-till clung to my rifle and starte

trudged along, taking to

| three crackers which I h

Q(‘O\l \éQ/V\Qp

aagain. |
ort distence before 1 had a
e of their horsemen who
e tumbled off dead, 1]

think. 1 had hardly time to load n!;au;;:ef:‘:]x;

another one dashed at me. 1 made !um‘ i\lcl :
dust. He uttered 8 tearful oath as he : .-n
locked at him 28 he lay with th.e moon s.l.l.lt!'l aﬁ
upon him, and he looked more like & devil th

ing. .

A hlul;:'::K });' fome time to catch his horse, mnnus
to ride, but 1 was too tired to run. _lie w:n :in :
ble animal, but 1 think rather wild. g

the woods all I could,

the road for my

urt House.

had not gone but 8 sh
chance to use it upon on

fired at me on the run.

i ear
then cross lots, keeping n‘ : )
until 1 came to Fairfax Co

ide, ]
ﬂzrc there were several thousands of our sol
diers resting. - We left this place well guarded.

Band, and we started to-

Clinging to my rifle, 1
resting only twice to eat
ad in my knapsack, the
mouth since theeve-

Here I met one of the
gether for Washiggton-
travelled all night long,

dret food I had put into my
ning before.

Day broke at las
sccomplished. My fe

t, when oul"joumey was not
et swelled so that T hul.itu
d walked over ten miles
:::s:nﬂnmi: g}oo::m:nm past 11 o'clock 1 mwheid
Fort Corcoran, o0 Arlington Heights, coméal:te ¥
used up. It began to rain at 6 A. M., anm‘l v‘r::;et
wet through. 1 had to throw away m‘y nk
coat in order to carry my rifle.  Col. Bnder
at the Fort took me to his tent, and gave Te r;; ‘
clothes, refreshments, &c. Then 1 soug :;rent
and did not awake till after dark, 1 coul nﬂl
crose the river then and therefore remnined.k !
returned yesterday mornin.g and as I mm:ln:d e g
in my letter of this marniag.. immediately cal f.;‘ '
the telegraph office to apprize you of n.ly B l:b{;
although 1 Wwas go lame it was most impossi
o walk,
fLw’l‘nl:i‘:tu.ll. saems like fiction, as I wrote you tm
morning, tw it's true. Qur men Wwere fh .
enough to see me, and the officers, too, fu;e‘ .efl
thought me lost, as I was o who'le day behin
them. 1 am now getting along nicely.
is truth is prominent : .
w;: the first ixlz) the field ; Jir'al in the j;.g.'lt, a_n.d
the last to retreat.  Tell everybody of this, forit’s

80,

and

E“W\v}g Prean
TJToy 27, 1T\

T Rnde Tiland.

 From the files of
John Hennessy

We (the R. L troops )’ ||




